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"* By sports like these are all our cares beguiled.
‘ —Goldsmith.

September 15th, 1873.

T a Meeting at the
Spread Eagle Hotel,
Gloucester, for the pur-
pose of enrolling Members
of a Football Club for
the City, about forty-five
gentlemen joined. Mr.
Frank Hartley was elected
Captain, and Mr. J. P.
Riddiford, Hon. Sec.—
Glcucester Journal.

“ Strip lads, and to it, though sharp be the weather,
And if by mischance you should happen to fall,

There are worse things in life than a tumble on heather,
And Life itself is but a game of football.”
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THEN AND NOW

It is on vecovd that the first balance sheet of the
Gloucester Football Club showed a total income of
£11 from all sources ! Contrast this with the financial
statement 50 years later. In 1923 the Club had a
membership of 2,604 ; gate veceipts totalled £3,296
7s. 6d.; 4926 was paid in Amusement Tax,; and
a balance in hand was shown of £2,188! In
addition the Club held ~2,099 shaves in the Football
Ground Co. No wonder Gloucestey 1s jiroud of its
IFootball Club and its achievements. To emphasise
this fact, theve is the story of the local schoolboy,
who on being asked the question, ** What 1s Gloucestey
famous for 2 promptly wveplied: ‘‘ Iis Football
tecam and the Cathedval !’ That lad wmust have
- been a keen Rugby enthusiast. The schoolboys of
to-day—the players of to-movrow—have a splendid
tradition to maintain, but they ave being admirably
coached in the true spivit of Amatewr Rugby Foot-
ball, and should prove worthy of the trust when
called upon to uphold the honour of the City on
the playing field.
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ONE OF THE EARIIFST TEAMS shoor 1N

J. W. Bayley, J. Bennett, W. A. Boughton, P, B. Cooke, ———, H. J. Berry, F. Billett, H, J. Boughton.
J. F. Brown (Capt.), W. Snushall, F. Tandy, L. Bubb,
G. J. Dewey, W. Brown, J. F. Grimes.
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THE OPENING MATCH.

Little data is available as to the early days of
the City Club, but, as already stated, it was formed
on Sept, 15th, 1873, and the first match was
liayed in October against the College School, on
lie wite of the present headquarters at Kingsholm.
Only ten Gloucester players fielded, but they
snuvwl too weighty for the “ boys” and won by

poal, 6 tries to nil. The City ‘““team’” was
composed of F. Hartley (Capt.), J. P. Riddi-
ford, W. A, Lucy, E. L. Blosse, A. King,
#nlm Houghton, W. A. Boughton, J. A. Balfour,
¢, Ping and McKenzie.

Of these players, it is interesting to record that
My, Lacey is still in the district, and Mr. W. A,
Houghton (who with his brother, the late Mr. H. J.
Houghton, did so much for the Club in the earlier
)'t‘m-u) resides at Cardiff, where he was in business
OF 1any years,

e
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FIRST ANNUAL MEETING.

At the first annual meeting (quoting from a.
feport in the ““ Gloucester Journal ) it was stated
thaut the Club “was in a prosperous condition,
bt to ensure a successful season, and to enable
the Club to cope with their neighbours at Hereford,,
Waorcenter and elsewhere,” it was most important
that the number of playing members should be
ierensed,  The entrance fee of 5/- was therefore
ahollnhed, and the future subscription of all
laying members would be 5/~ Mr. Frank Hartley
il Mr, |, P. Riddiford were re-elected Captain
aiil Hon, Sceretary respectively ; Mr. Crawley
#ppointed Hon., Treasurer; and the Committee:

#n elected as follows: Messrs. E. Lynch Blosse,
 Bryan, 1L Jewesbury, W. A. Lucy, W. G. Bosley,
who was afterwards Hon. Secretary), W. A. Bough-
o, 10T, Gardom, and A. Maccdonald. The late.
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Nir. John Bryan will Le remembered as Magistrates’
Clerk for Gloucester for many vears, and Mr.
E. T. Gardom (who came to the city from Stoke,
where he captained an Association team), is the
present Clerk to the Gloucestershire County Council.

TWO POPULAR CAPTAINS.

Mr. Hartley, who was the prime mover in starting
the Rugby game in Gloucester, held the captaincy
for the first three years. He came to the City

J. F. BROWN.
(Capt. 1876-83.)

Mr. J. F. Brown did a great deal towards popularising the
Rugby game in Gloucester, and held the captaincy for seven
seasons. Photo of Mr. Brown is a reproduction from a group by
Mr. H. Walwin,

from London, where he captained one of the best
teams of the day—Flamingoes. His experience
was therefore invaluable to the Club at the outset.

In 1876-7, Mr. J. F. Brown succeeded to the
captaincy, and it was during his seven years’ tenure
of the office that the game made such rapid strides
in popularity. The team was fortunate indeed
in having such a splendid and inspiring leader,
and it was mainly through his efforts the Club
rose to such pre-eminence in the football world.

14



EARLY INCIDENTS.

['rom the time of the launching of the Club
the matches were regularly played at the Spa
until scason 1890-1, when ‘‘ notice to quit”’ was
served under circumstances which will be detailed
later.,  In 1876, a regrettable accident to the late
My, Sydney lane, who sustained a bad fracture
of the thigh, had a serious effect on the attendance
for some time, the ladies particularly absenting
themselves from the matches ; and in 1878 there
wis another incident which threatened disaster
to the Club,

A match was arranged to be played by electric
Hght against  Rockleaze (Bristol). There were
four Hghts—at least there should have been four—
but one failed entirely, and one of the others was
very uncertain,  The result was that the crowd
ol spectators got out of hand and did a great deal
ol damage to the shrubs and walks. The Corpora-
tlon gave the Club notice to leave, and ordered
that no more matches should be played at the
Span, Hut the football public took exception to
thin arbitrary action ; a petition was got up and
slgned by 3,000 citizens and presented to the
Corporation, The Council relented, and unanimously
voted fn favour of allowing the Club to again enter
Inta possession,

OLD RIVALS.

The first record available is that of season 1876-7,
when of eloven matches played, six were won,
three lost and two drawn., Up to that time the
winelpal fixtures were with Hereford, Ross, Rock-
piee, Bwindon Rangers, Cheltenham White Cross,
and Clifton,  The Clifton Club (started in 1872,
\ enr belore Gloucester), used always to beat the
Clby, and 1t was not until 1882-3 that they received
ih’ tul of those reverses which later became as

wlar an thelr previous victories, and a good
w wore severe, especially at  Kingsholm, where

pgieester have run up some mammoth scores
al Ellll’ old vlvals,  Newport, the oldest of the
sl Clubs, was fist met in 1878, The first
mntel, at Newport, ended in a draw, and in the
Pwm il the Bpa, W Snushall, one of the Gloucester
ol bnckes, sustadned a broken ankle,
15




(et

H. J. BERRY.

1'ull Bock and Hon, Sec. for several yeais.)




TWO VALUED SUPPORTERS.

AW VEARS, H. J. BOUGHTON.
Chabrman of Committee,) (Capt. 1883-5)

Hoth My, Vonrs and Mr. Boughton rendered signal service
b the b I muany ways

\ colpleto table ol resuits, with the exception
ol three wensons, will be found on another page,
DUt 1t b interesting to refer briefly to the games
contested by the City in those pioneer days.
Fhe 1 wins creditod to the Club in 1879-80, were
aver Cheltenham White Cross, Swindon Rangers,
Muneley, Choltenham T'raining College, Rockleaze,
Stioud, Howe, Cheltenham College and the R.A.C.
Clisieester,  Clifton won both the matches easily,
Fhe following season was not quite such a good
aas U the three defents sustained, Moseley were
Fosponstble for two, Newport administering the
ather, 1 G, Smilth (who has done so much for
Wby foothall in the City and County, and still
bkes 0 koen Interest (n the doings of the Club,)
e Bis appesrance this season as a forward.

AN INVINCIBLE SEASON.

M the apening mateh of 1881-2, T. Bagwell

purml ol the Colts, and distinguished himself
g SO, Lut he hind to walt some time before

‘NH. B peimanent position in the side. During
g‘" SRHEO,  Newport  were  beaten  twice, Lut
Sltenhiam College (8), the lrish Rovers, Clifton
antl Miwmeley trhimphed over the City,

(AF)



Leftito right :
A W. Vears, H. J. Boughton, W. A. Boughton, G. Coates, H.J. Berry, J. F. Brown (Capt ), H. E. Taylor, H, V. Jones.
B. Sloman, T. G. Smith, P. B. Cooke, J. W. Bayley, A, C.Seymour, W. Brimmell, W. Brown,
H. Fream, G. J. Dewey.



Heason |882-3 was a memorable one, by reason
of the fact that Gloucester gained an unbroken
pecord 3 matches with Stroud, Newent, Worcester,
and Cheltenham White Cross disappeared from the
ciard, and fixtures were only played with - the
atrongest teams in the district, and Cardiff and
Newport,  Newport and Swindon Rangers made
dranws with the City, but were defeated once each.
H, I, Taylor and G, Coates were first associated
thian weason, though the former had proved a
decided acquinition the previous year. And what
a preat-hearted player! In defence, Taylor was
the best three quarter Gloucester ever possessed,
andl his ' galloping ' runs will never be forgotten
by those who remember the old Spa days.

A RED LETTER DAY.

I the following scason, H. J. Boughton took
aver the captainey from J. . Brown (who had
left Ciloucester) and he led the team through a
vy miceessful weason.  Only two reverses were
sitstiined, to Cheltenham  College and Newport.
Al this time fixtures with these teams were the
hottest of the season and great rivalry existed.
Ihin win the vear when the bad feeling engendered
Bigtween (he City and Newport came to a climax.
Thﬂ first match at Newport, resulted in a victory
fur Gloncester, by a goal to two tries, but every
puint was disputed, and the result was very un
sitiafnctory,  In the return game at the Spa,
Newport won by a try to nil.  Swansea were also
met thin year and beaten by 3 tries to nil.

A ved-detter day in 1883 was the first of the
aplendid contests between Gloucester and a London
teim, My, I James, through the efforts of ex-
Captaln Brown, brought down a powerful fifteen
rﬂéh included A, 15, Stoddart, the famous English
Lternationnl three-quarter, but Gloucester, as they
aften did before and since, rose to a great occasion
amdl won an exciting game by a try to nil. The
trvepetier wan ‘1" Bagwcll, after a marvellous
%ﬁiﬂ?hluul effort, and one that was talked about
uf years afterwards,  The day was made the
geeaslon of a pratifying testimonial to Mr. J. F.
Hiown in the shape of a handsome gold watch
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I'' GRAVLES SMITH.
(Capt, 1885-9,)

K, BROWN,
(Capt, 1889-90,)

it titaves Smilth and Mr. Brown rendered invaluable
service bath for the Clty Clab and the County Rugby Uuion.
ot ol Meo Wrown ds o rveproduction from a group by

Me H Walwin

Hj
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andd ehadn, My, W, €. Lucy made the presentation
i front of the Spa Pump Rooms, and the pro-
copdings were marked by the greatest enthusiasm.
Altogether, this was a notable season.

MEMORABLE STRUGGLES WITH CARDIFF.

There wie a f(alling off in 1884-5, when seven
doteate were pepistered against the Club, but with
1. G, Hmith as captain the succeeding year, the
victorles numbered 13, as against three defeats,
Fhe nest fwo years were not very distinguished,
bt 1 LEEN O, the Club  fully regained their
furm, and only wutlered three reverses. Swansea
wolt #t home by o fry to nil, but at the end of
Hhe senaon, Gloucester turned the tables, and gained
a handsome victory by 3 goals, 2 tries to a try.
i the two matches with  Llanelly, Gloucester
were very unlortunate, “ix of the regular fifteen
Were away In the fivst game, which was lost by a
fiv, anil i the return, both teams scored a try,
aid the Welihinien won by the place kick.

e wver frlendly rivalry between Gloucester and
aetltll tan to e highest piteh the same season.
Thiee matehes wore contested without a victory
betng recorded by elther side, and then in the
e ad Cardidl (one of the finest witnessed in the
~ul the Club), Gloucester won by 3 goals

) iy to | goal, 2 tries, G, F. (“ Dicky ™)
i .E%f! the final try of the match, and the
i (1, G, Hmith) won a glorious triumph for

¢ by adding  the goal  points.

¥ BAGWELL'S WONDERFUL TEAM.
e teain under €, 10 Brown’s leadership in
was ot very successful, and a tour in
af Eagland (Huddersfield, Swinton and
slgnnlly disastrous.  But the Club
i Hhe lnﬁuwlng year, with T, Bagwell
g0 mntches played, 21 were won,
foe drawn - a record which stands
piiccesaful in the Club’s history,
ol et wan far stronger than in
A great victory was obtained over
plalimen  were  previously  un-
foweenter proved the superior side
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and won by 1 goal, 1 try to nil. Other notable
tinmphs were over Cardiff (twice), Llanelly and
Hull, and a draw was played with Llanelly on
the latter's ground, when S. A. Ball was badly
jnied,  The two defeats were from Swansea and
Penarth (hoth away).

GLOUCESTER PIONEERS OF THE PASSING
GAME.

It may be stated that the style of play generally
changed during the cighteen years the Club played
ab the Hpa, and Gloucester set the fashion in more
than one Instance, It is a well known fact
that Gloncester were the pioneers of the passing
game, and they gave Cardiff an object lesson on
oie oecaslon, winning by | goal, 6 tries to nil.
Cardit are rightly credited with introducing the
funt three quarters, but years before F. E. Hancock
adapted this system  the City Club had played
Eé?éﬂ men  behind  the  scrimmage. Originally
thete were two full backs, one three-quarter and
Eﬁ‘a halves | then two men played in each of the

siblona | and then one back, three three-quarters
anl thiee halves pl.u,hc.mlly the same system

plaved to-day,
OLD PLAYERS.

welerence must be made to the players who
feil prominently for the Club at the Spa, but
will only permit a brief summary. The
of the mxginnl team have already been given ;
{on mention should be made of J. F. Brown,
ke (Hm vn esent Clerk to the City Education
tee), 10, T, (}n,r(lmn, G. J. Dewey, H. ]J.
iy, L and (. l.. Grist, W. Hobbs (the late
”ééﬂﬁemul and headmaster at Hatherley Rd.
), Frank Tandy, W. S. Beaumont, J. W.
i o Fisher, | BBennett, W. Snushall, J. F.
5, W, Bmwu and many others.
-1, I, | Berry played brilliantly at full
| g Houghton and R. L. Grist were the
warters, and W, A, Boughton, W. Snushall,
W, I, Kvana the half-backs—a clever com-
ibion, In IWNL-2, 11, L. Taylor and P. C.
ains anid 1, V, Jones played among the backs
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andd G Conten contributed in no small degree to
Hhe miecesaes obitalned in 1882 -3, and the forwards
meluded |0 W, Bavley, W, Brown, P. B. Cooke,
G ) Dewey, H, I'ream, B. Sloman, T. G. Smith
and M A Sanders,

A BRILLIANT FULL-BACK.

Phe following season 1 ). Berry’s  brilliant
cateer as o foothaller was brought to a close by
4 bee dnjury. e was o fine full back—a splen-
did Blele wnid one of the fastest players who ever:
HEHHN el the position,  ‘T'here were many changes
W the bek division during this year. Taylor,
Eamtes gl Cromwell ;. Taylor, Coates and Bough-
il ad Taylor, Contes and  Bagwell, playing
ab diferent  thines ol (hree-quarter.  Jones and.
Vo Bosghton were the regular half-backs, the
il hel { I, Hrown in the carly part of the

sutt, and later Bagwell,  Cromwell (who is still
Al f connected with the old Club as a Committee -
A alsn ph;%'ml al full back, hut this position was
tually taken by 1110 Cadenne.  In 18856,

Hawell (who later amsisted Moscley) appeared
,,%’)Hl‘k, and - Jones higured at three-quarter.
F&i&!hﬁl‘! bl oo short but brilliant connection

Al this weason,

CHCOA Bl and Bagwell were associated
b, wnd IGW, Stoddart (brother of
A Btoddart) and C. 15, Prown were
Qf‘ for the thivd line,  In the next scason
ghen began o long and  distinguished
i ‘V!HO the Cluby, first appearing at three-
Wil nter to supersede Oswell at full back..

A BPLENDID FIFTEEN.

o weie moderately  represented  the
saain, bit in I8O0- 01 the association
ylor, T Bagwell, W, Jackson and
(or A, Ward) at three-quarter, with
acle | Dl and W, George at half,
division selocted from H. V. Page,
ng, G |0 Witcomb, R. C. Jenkins,
L, Calllng, A, Collins, J. Williims and
Bronght back the Club its reputation

V"ié hest tenma In the country.



b, A. E. Healing, C. Williams, J. Williams, A, Ward, T. B. Powell

H J\rr T Bagwell (Capt.), T. Collins, H. V. Page, T. G. Smith.
W. George, S. A. Ball, W. Jackson.

Reproduction by Mr. H. K. Fox. Barton Street.




One necemsnrily associates the doings of the
pant with the backs, but in justice to the forwards,
_Wh{isé ghangen wore too numerous to mention,
g muat he aald that the success of the rear division
lepénder a good deal on the brilliant play of those
g{ front, And one of the finest forwards was

gﬁ;g Witcomb, who was hardly treated in not
g ' enpped ' for England.

FAREWELL TO THE SPA.

_§# eannection with the memorable match with
anaeR; alreidy roferred to, there was an un-
Hate Eétilwl. ahd one that severed the Club’s
#Hen with the Bpa, The too liberal application
[ %Pﬁ front-hound ground, in order to make
the piteh playable, rulned the grass, and the Cricket
b asrved the footballers with a notice to quit.
 waa a big wrench (o havo to leave the old ground
¥ilth s hﬁﬁiﬁy nasovintions, but the Football Club
#pted  the  Inevitable, and a movement was
bttt for the formation of a Company to
trhase @ sultable ground,
fer A f@\g meetings, at which various sites
e 311?"5%5%9 L 1t wan \lltln’m.tcli/ decided that the
B B g!@j&%ﬁ at  Iingsholm formed the
ﬁmwé’!léﬂﬁg and negotiations were opened
Smféésm‘{ thiat the new Company closed the
e

linae nf { pfupélit{ and at once got to work
: # parton of the estate for the ensuing

%!lﬁﬂﬁﬂg
‘ ..p!ﬁﬂt"d» progress was made, and the
il wpehing af the Kingsholm ground took
!F wit Uetobiey 106h; 1801, 1t was the ambition
the pinintera that the new enclosure should
e thie hiaie of athletles In the City, but

fias nut besn pealised, As a football ground,
EVEL, iii!igghoﬂm hie werved {in ||ul“poso ad-
ably. aml biday the Gloucester V.C, are in
ol wie of the best ﬁ],)vulntu(l Rugby
wlisiied i the Eﬁl‘lllﬁl‘y., n recont years
abile Diipiaveiienta hivve heen offocted, and
he §g*'€iiﬂm Hew griand atand opened last
; &ﬁ& | aceniivmodation s now provided

tabuig;
"
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st Matoh atv Kingsholm

AN AUBPIOIOUS OPENING.
8 faet that the day was miserably
it mateh at Kingsholm, great en-
(Honcester oponed auspiciously
HEton by 8 gonls 4 tries (18 pts.)
wirg a atrong slde at that time,
sl such fine exponents as the
:t Kvershed, G, A. Marsden,
Lowe, and other well-known
‘;ka?; Rowland Hill, Hon. Sec.
' %l@fged the match and the
Bir T, Robinson) kicked off.
1e¢ Nawport player) had the
§ the firat try on the new
belng  Dagwell, George
i; Jackson kicked the
,_ i} A, F. Hughes;
1B, Powell, W. Jackson,
@ and 8, A, Ball; H. V.
6, Healing, C. Williams,
. I, Henshaw and T.
| %ﬁﬁﬁén which performed
@ previous year. The
# miteh were £40 7s. 3d.

NEW ENOLOSURE,

that In spite of the
%&_Yﬂe win witnessed,
the test well, The
he next weok con-
ot Fl@&want to. con-

he state of the

i its surface, but
now for play as
aturday had not
& double advantage,
#f does not Injure



| ,;ggggg of future matches, the game is hardly
iieatl f than when 1)luyul in dry weather.
1aw alten tﬂn hiw heen proved ‘since ! After
& 6l heavy raln matches have been played at
s Eilg iim‘lél favourable conditions; whilst
: g;’uuﬁdn have been a perfect quagmire.
g the Hurton match a dinner was
_% g wvenlng al the Spread Eagle Hotel
, 13@&1! warters nt the time) by the Directors
Egﬁd Lmnpmw (Messrs. A, W. Vears,
 Cummings, C, 11, Dancey, T. Gurney,
s Hatton, and H. 8. Starr), the Solicitors
_Ehé fton widd Boughton) and the Secre-
. B Blmpeon) Lo the two teams, the
Commlttes, the City Member and

Hil,

ﬂué@ were hy: the narrowest.
o Coventry gained a sur-
Al Caventry | Cardill also won at

itlem to one ;. und Newport—the
gl by T, ¢, Graham—gained a
galiolm after o most exciting
iwester followers wtoutly contested
gored an equaliving try (dis-
i, and the game should have
‘S trlumphn were  obtained
, hoth at Richmond and at
[Hiah were i slde to be feared in

! léﬂﬂnn lLelcoster  (twice),
: E ifﬂw wis made with
he City also doleated the
¥, A, Cromwell distinguishing
# trlew in this match—no
i In addition to the
_-_ﬁéﬁﬂl‘ (who played for
give villunble ansistance
Aéﬂmﬁ!. I, O, Poole
étt!. G, |, Witcomb,

Quu h. R, Price,

“#ghm. G, I
Mugliston,



Jc IlANMAN.
(Cing ko 1993425.)

i Flivt paves,  He wan
aisi Bnpetad 1o the A A A,



uly hal ﬁverv renson to look back
italney of the city team with
e had a fine set of players
i 1? L pade of hall backs m Ball
_,Ebé of hiolding their own with any

i ity clever and resourceful

ek in IHughes who was in
il & powerful pack of forwards
il Uppuawl to them for su-
sifln of the gime. This
Ldnly brought fame to the

“;EAE YIHARS,

e ailw A (alling off in the
ilefents showed double
e hid charge of the
winonnel ol the side was
i of effectiveness in
ol engagement at
l Cluly there for a
e ol team,  George lost
e, and had no settled

ai bincks  being  cither
18118 nl‘ J. WnLM and

Ihe first
’ﬂl’l}‘ fUl‘ Gloucester,
# WE!‘E Whm over

@W|)mt at
dewut from

| §§ aiin which attracted
ﬁi}tm‘h mmngv(l

nlerful diaplay of
il A gt‘gat victory

NTERNATIONAL,
# for (wWo seasons

bel 11% ten and
yeiur the hacks



