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GLOUCESTER RUGBY SQUAD




Height: 1.93m
Weight: 110kg

Weight: 118k
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LV=CUP FINAL 2011

Saracens Jacques Burger is tackled by Brett Deacon, of Gloucester, during the LV= Cup match at Kingsholm

THIRD TIME

Gloucester Rugby’s path to the 2011
LV= Cup Final came full circle last
weekend with the 45-17 victory over the
Newport Gwent Dragons at Kingsholm.

The win, in front of 12,500 delirious Cherry
and White supporters, clinched Gloucester’s
berth in the showpiece final in a campaign
which got off to a less than stellar start at the
home of the Dragons back in November.

On a wet and windy night in Newport, the
pool opener went the way of the Dragons as
Gloucester’'s expansive game floundered in the
less than hospitable conditions and in the face
of some dogged Dragons defence.

It was a setback to Gloucester’s hopes of
making the final of the Anglo-Welsh tournament
for a third year in succession but Bryan
Redpath’s side didn’t dwell on it for long.

/D
Akapusi Qera is tackled by Lachlan MacKay and Lee
Blackett of Leeds Carnegie

Saracens were the first visitors to Kingsholm
and Gloucester turned on the style to earn a try-
scoring bonus point on their way to a 36-10 win.

This left Gloucester still in the hunt as the
tournament went into its usual winter
hibernation until its resumption in the spring.




By the time Gloucester returned to LV= Cup
action, they had already bowed out of Europe
at the group stages so there was a renewed
focus as Gloucester travelled north to take on
Leeds Carnegie.

Headingley had, of course, been the scene
of a desperately disappointing New Year's Day
Aviva Premiership defeat for Gloucester so
there was added incentive to deliver a
professional performance.

And that performance duly followed as
Gloucester made it two bonus point wins in a
row with a 30-16 victory which moved them
into first place in the group and placed their
destiny well and truly in their own hands.

London Irish came to Kingsholm looking to
keep alive their faint hopes of qualification but
Gloucester, by now in the middle of an excellent
run of form, ran riot on their way to a 41-8 win.

This set up last weekend’s semi-final showdown
against the Dragons and an opportunity for
Gloucester to put the record straight against the
side that hijacked them in the pool stages.

A glorious afternoon at Kingsholm saw
Redpath'’s side roared to victory by a vociferous

Brian Blaney, of London Irish, fails to stop Gloucester’s Jim Hamilton scoring a try

home crowd and Charlie Sharples was the
headline grabber with a four-try salvo.

It marked Gloucester’s tenth win in a row
and sees the team enter today’s final in
excellent form and with confidence high.

It’s the third time in succession that
Gloucester have made the final and, hopefully,
at full time, it will be third time lucky!

Charlie Sharples breaks through the Newport Gwent
Dragons defence in the LV= Cup semi-final




