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Welcome from

The Editors

A match against Bristol
has always been something
to savour. And there have
been over 200 of them
since Gloucester and
Bristol first locked horns
on September 24 1892 here
at Kingsholm.

Peter Arnold, whose words have
been appearing in Gloucester
programmes for almost as long, it
seems. He has probably seen more
Bristol-Gloucester matches than
any other living writer.

And our guest writer, David
Llewellyn, has seen a few, as well.
Before moving to  the
Independent where he writes on
both rugby and cricket, Llewellyn
worked in Bristol at the Western
Daily Press and regularly
ventured up to Kingsholm and
into what was then called the
Memorial Ground.

“The scars of civil war, when one
West Country team smashed
head-on into another, were worn
proudly,” Lewellyn remembers.

There is something about sports
writers from the ‘Indy’. Not too
many  seasons  ago, the
newspaper’s chief rugby writer
Chris Hewitt - another product
of Bristol, this time the Evening
Post - was heard to suggest after
an unusually tame Bristol-
Gloucester affair: “I suppose
the spectators will want their

money back!”

The great pity of the history of
the Bristol-Gloucester fixture is
that the oldest English senior club
rugby fixture that had been
continuously played came to an
end last season.

Unfortunately, Bristol failed to
survive the promotion/relegation
play-offs and had to spend last
season in Division Two. There
might be intense rivalry between
the Gloucester and Bristol clubs
that borders on warfare for
around 160 minutes each year,
but when it came to that
relegation play-off, there were
more than a few Cherry and
White jerseys standing shoulder

to shoulder with blue and white
jerseys, united in the West
Country rugby cause.

Mention of West Country rivalry
would not be complete without
using the word ‘Bath’! As this
programme is being prepared,
word comes from the people
putting together the official
club video of our Tetley’s Bitter
Cup victory against Bath -
the first match of the 2Ist
century - that everything is

on target.

That means that subject to any
last minute glitches, the video will
be on sale in the club shop today.

The rivalry is intense against Bristol
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This is the first game of :
i good atmosphere and the game

the second part of the
And
there is no need to remind

Premiership season.

against Bristol today is.

It will certainly not be easy.
Yes,
months ago, but it was a very hard
game, and Bristol have some very

good players.

Those same good players will be

here this afternoon, so I am sure it
will be another difficult game -
and in some ways it will be }
game is a vital one. A win today

harder because Bristol will

be wanting to get even with us.

our supporters here today.

Coach’s
Comments

Phillipe Saint-André

“] do think that if we can win our home games
at Kingsholm, then we will reach our target of

a place in the Heineken Cup next season.”

Kingsholm can always produce a

hoping that ‘Fortress Kingsholm’
¢ will play its part!
anyone of how important :
- and difficult - this game :

We have television here today - and

I think that the presence of cameras
here actually helps our players. But I
am hoping that not too many people
we beat Bristol away two will be staying at home today to
i watch the game on Sky. So there is
an extra special ‘thank you’ to all

I have

often spoken about our support - |
i cannot say too often just how vital it

is for the team.

Of course every Premiership

i will give us 10 wins in 12 games -

Victory last time against Bristol -
in some ways it will be harder today

and of course we will stay top. But

i there is a long way to go.

i against Bristol is a ‘derby’. Solam

I do think that if we can win our
home games at Kingsholm, then we
will reach our target of a place in
the Heineken Cup next season.

We are still taking one game at a
! time. We are thinking solely about
today and Bristol. When the match
is over later today, we will be turning
our thoughts to the away game at
Saracens on Tuesday evening.

We do have a busy week, with a
match in seven days time against
Orrell for a place in the Tetley’s

Bitter Cup quarter final at stake.
i And we will not be thinking of that

¢ until after Saracens!

Read The News And Air Your Views on the Oqiciai Gioucester RFC Website
www.kingsholm-chronicle.org.uk
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