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WELCOME TO THE

NEW SEASON

“WE HAVE ALSO
SPENT MORE
MONEY THAN
EVER ON
IMPROVING THE
PITCH IN AN
ATTEMPT TO
ENSURE THAT WE
HAVE THE BEST
POSSIBLE
PLAYING
SURFACE"

LCOME BACK TO KINGSHOIM

AND THANK YOU FOR YOUR

TREMENDOUS SUPPORT.
WE ARE ALL HOPING WE CAN BUILD
ON THE FANTASTIC ACHIEVEMENTS
OF [LAST SEASON AND WORK
TOWARDS MAJOR LEAGUE AND
EUROPEAN SUCCESS.

As you are probably aware, we have invested
considerably in the playing squad, recruiting
eight new players during the close season,
adding to the team’s

thereby strength

and depth.

We have also restructured our young player
development programme with a view to
creating home grown players for future places
in the first team. Our investment in this area
is now second to no other club and we will all
see the fruits of this endeavour very soon.

Team development has not been the only area
of investment during the close season. Last

KEN NOTTAGE,
MANAGING DIRECTOR

year we asked you what improvements you
considered important in and around the
stadium and we have acted on this valuable
feedback.

New toilets are now in place around the
ground with additional portable
facilities. We have extended the stadiums bar
facilities to ease congestion in the existing

along

areas. We have also spent more money than
ever on improving the pitch in an attempt to
ensure that we have the best possible playing
surface throughout the season and new
hospitality
response to an increase in demand. You will
also notice that the existing gymnasium is
being remodelled. This is to create an external
sports injuries clinic which will be open_ in
November.

facilities have been built in

Once again, thank you for your continued and
unparalleled support, let’s hope our first
home results in a
resounding victory and paves the way for an

game of the season

exciting, triumphant season.
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Above: Gloucester's' Byron

Hayward is swept off his
feet against the Saracens

victory

COACH’S

CORNER

THIS PRE-SEASON HAS BEEN
VERY DIFFICULT; WE HAVE
HAD A LOT OF PLAYERS WHO
HAD SURGERY AND OPERATIONS

AT THE END OF THE SEASON.

This new season has come around very quickly
and we have had very little time to recover.
Also we thought that the first game would be
this weekend and not last week as the league
was brought forward. We played in Ireland one
game and picked up 6 injuries, we then
played our first league match and got two more
against Saracens.

We now have Woodman, Vickery, Fortey and
Sanchez injured, they are all in the front row,
also we have Kingsley Jones out. In Gomarsall
and Moncrieff we have two scrum-halves out,
also Tom Beim, Franck Schizano, Brian
Johnson Robert Todd and Rory Greenslade-
Jones that is five backs plus Chris Catling and
now Simon Mannix these are all injuries in very
key positions.

Last year we had a smaller squad of 31 full-
time professionals but we had very few injuries,
this year we have 36 players, a much bigger
stronger squad, I think but so many injuries.

We have to be positive though, this is a good
opportunity for the younger players at the club
to be a part of the squad and they have a
possibility of playing on the pitch.

WITH PHILLIPE SAINT-ANDRE

For the game against Saracens I was both
pleased and disappointed. We played very good
rugby for 35 minutes of the game, then for three
minutes before half time we made some silly
basic mistakes. When individuals make basic
mistakes against such world class opposition it
will be game over.

The players though, played with a lot of heart
and commitment, putting their bodies on the
line and giving 100%. It was difficult because
the players did not get together until Saturday
one day before the match, because I did not
have enough fit backs. This made preparation
more difficult and gave the players less time to
bond as a team.

The players have a lot of pride and will keep
doing everything possible to make sure we win.
I can still promise a season of great rugby here
at Kingholm, but I think the fans must be
patient and get behind the team. My goals for
the team have not changed it is now possible to
get 5 points for a win this season, so things will
change a lot. I think we must win at home this
weekend. I think we always have a chance at
Kingsholm we have the qualities to beat Sale
and whichever 15 I put out on the pitch they
will give 100% always to try and win for
themselves and the fans. We are still confident.

Phillipe was talking to James Bennett
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