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Good afternoon and welcome to
Kingsholm for this afternoon’s
Amlin Challenge Cup encounter
fixture against Rugby Rovigo.
two weeks on the roa
it's good to b
surroundings th
| spea
In the squa
really looking
e weekends
{ prepared this co
2've he
weeks. Actua
here at Gloucester Rugt
last couple of weeks h
particularly
After a disappointing
performance at London
that we showed a h
character in our last hc
against London Wasps
It was especially import
us to bounce back
own supporters and the
televised by ESPN sent out ¢
message to the watching w

Havina ESPN here for ti

time was They've

deliberately set out to offer a very
ewing experience from
that offered by Sky in recent years
That said, I'm not sure that putting
their mobile in front of the Shed is

different

something they'll repeat!
We showed some real character
on the day and a lot of skill and
commitment. Wasps are a very good
d take some beating
| was pleased about was that
aracter to fight
Id have been so
vasn’t going to be
scored their two
ng dominated proceedings
up to that point, those scores could
ave been a real body blow
ve dug deep ¢ kej
1assive credit is due
kicking those two late
nside his own half
K that up with a

3t the Rec

vin down there and the
way we dominated proceedings
was immensely satisfying
Anyone w 1g the-post match
interviews could s

> whole squa
However, we did get a bit of
a wake up call down in France
last weekend and that was
disappointing for all of us
As the captain | have to hold my
carded a

hands up. | was yellow

couple of minutes from time and,
he pitch, Agen

to take the game

while | was off t
scored 10
26-19

It was fr ating as we'd led
me and looked to

be in control but our indiscipline

13-3 at ha

allowed Agen to get back
game and we just ‘
momentum

We have to learn from that and

look to start putting the

straight th

record

noon

Enjoy the game!

TICKET HOTLINE

0871 871 8781




n behalf of everyone

at Gloucester Rugby,

I’d like to wish the

players, staff and
supporters of Rugby Rovigo a
very warm welcome to Kingsholm
this afternoon.

To my knowledge, we haven't
played against Rugby Rovigo
before and, to a certain extent,
they're something of an

unknown quantity

They don't have a squad packed
full of internationals or household
names and it's not as easy
analysing an Italian club side as

it would be if we were playing in

the Aviva Premiership today

But, rest assured, we will be
coming into today's game fully
prepared and focussed and
looking to bounce back after a bit
of a blip in Agen last weekend

It was
to slip to defeat against the

incredibly disappointing

French side in a game that |
still genuinely think we should

have won

However, anyone who has read
my comments following the

game, w
think

Il know exactly why |
e lost the game

We picked up two yellow cards
in the second half which meant
that we ended up playing for
20 minutes with only 14 men on
the pitch

You just can't get away with that
| at the highest level. The best

teams will make you pay and

Agen made the most of their

numerical superiority

What was particularly galling

was that they hadn’t really done
anything to hurt us up to that
point. They had some big old boys
in the pack and they were quite

adept at the pick and go from the

ruck. But, we were coping pretty
well and 13-3 was a decent return
at half time

| was unhappy after the game
and I’'m not going to make
any bones about that fact. We
went down there with a good
side, a side capable of leaving
with the win and we didn’t
deliver.

It was annoying after the two
performances that we put in
leading up to that game when
we defeated London Wasps here
at Kingsholm and then went
down to the Rec and won.

Those two performances had us

in really good shape heading into

the opening round of the Amlin
Challenge Cup and | was hoping
we’d continue that good run.

Our last game here, the win |
mention above against Wasps,
was a terrific occasion. We may
not have had a full house here
but it certainly sounded as
though the place was full.

We had great support
throughout the whole game and
| certainly had the crowd behind
me when | popped into the ESPN
studio after the game to do the
post match interview!

It was an important match for us.

Wasps had been the last team to

beat us here at Kingsholm in the
Premiership and we‘re proud of
that record.

We had also had an indifferent
start to the season up to that
point and the critics were starting
to sharpen their pencils and start
writing us off.

So, to show the character we
did in defeating Wasps and then
back that up with a fine win
down at Bath showed what we
are capable of.

And, it's important that we

get back to that level of
performance today. Rovigo may
not be the biggest name in

European rugby but they will
travel here today and play with
a lot of pride and passion.

We can‘t expect to simply turn up
and run away with it. We have
to earn to the right to play our
rugby and win the game.

Win well today and our
Challenge Cup ambitions are
still very much alive. But I'm also
looking for a display which sets
us up for the next two weekends. |

Enjoy the game.






