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Newport Rugby Football Club
CENTENARY SEASON

NEWPORT
v
GLOUCESTER

at Rodney Parade, Newport
on Wednesday, 23rd October, 1974

kick-off 7.15 p.m.
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WELCOME TO RODNEY PARADE

Tonight we welcome the *“Cherry and Whites'* our great rivals from the West Country.
Last season they celebrated their centenary in fine style, setting up a club record by
achieving 39 victories and finishing with the following record,

Played 53, Won 39, Drawn 4, Lost 10, For 1077 points, Against 663 points

This season the team are continuing along the same path and new skipper prop
forward Keith Richardson, a Master at Wycliffe College, who succeeded hooker Mike
Nicholls, is determined that the team will play the same brand of rugby that resulted in
over 1,000 points being scored last season. But it is certain that he will also be relying

_on the prodigious boot of full back Peter Butler, who with over 120 points this season
looks set to overtaking the 574 points he amassed last season, which was only 7 points
short of Sam Doble’s (Moseley) world record. He is determined that an England cap will
soon be his, in order that he can emulate Bill Hook and Don Rutherford.

Another player who looks as if he has a fine future is scrum half Peter Kingston who
joined the club this season from Moseley, where he played county rugby for the North
Midlands. He has already appeared for the Gloucester county team as partner to his club
colleague Bob Redwood, but it is certain that he will have a strong challenge from
Bristol scrum half Alistair Hignell.

Neither of these players would be able to operate without the ball and Gloucester
certainly have the players up front to provide good ball. The skipper and ex-skipper
have British Lion Mike Burton to complete a formidable front row while English
International Alan Brin provides the power in the lock position while the back row
contains such outstanding players as John Watkins, another English International and
Jim Jarrett. It is certain that any forward who plays in the ‘Cherry and White’ jersey will
quickly learn of the prowess of the one and only Tom Voyce, who is the club’s most
capped player. His contribution to Gloucester and English rugby was immense and since
his playing days he has continued his great contribution to rugby in an administrative
capacity, the culmination of which was his election as President of the Rugby Union.

Long may Gloucester provide men like Tom Voyce to rugby football and long may
they visit Rodney Parade.
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THE TEAMS

Referee:
C.1Homg s (cAmoIFER)

GLOUGESTER NEWPORT
Colours: Red and White Colours: Black and Amber
P.BUTLER C (15)  Full Back Full Back J. HAZZARD (15)
R. CLEWES (14)  Right Wing | Right Wing K. DAVIES (14)21
J. BAYLISS (13)  Right Centre { Right Centre D. BURCHER (13)
R. JARDINE (12)  Left Centre Left Centre N. EDWARDS (12)
J.DIX 1 (11)  Left Wing Left Wing G. PRITCHARD (1)1
R. REDWOOD ?¢ (10)  Outside Half Outside Half D. WILSON (10)2¢
P. KINGSTON (9) Inside Half Inside Half A. EVANS (91
Forwards Forwards
K. RICHARDSON (Capt.) (1) C. SMART (1)
F. REED (2) D. FORD (2)
M. BURTON (3) R. MORGAN (3)
A. BRYN (4) A. MOGRIDGE (4)
J. FIDLER (5) I. BARNARD (5)
J. WATKINS (6) D. HAINES (6)
E. PINKNEY (8) J. JEFFERY (Capt.) 8)T
J. HAYNES 1 (7) | K. ROWLANDS (7)
]

Next Home Match: v. WASPS, Saturday,hZSth October, 1974, kick-off 3.15 p.m.

SUPPLIERS OF SPORTS SOLE SUPPLIERS FOR NEWPORT
EQUIPMENT TO NEWPORT CLUBS ATHLETIC CLUB CENTENARY TIES,
FOR 50 YEARS. BADGES, BAGS, STICKERS ETC.




REFLECTIONS OF NEWPORT

By Peter Ford—Gloucester, Barbarians, England
Present England Selector

Congratulations to Newport on reaching its Centenary and in doing so
| wish you the best of fortune for the rest of this season (except tonight).

My memory of playing against Newport goes back to the early fifties
and at that time one always expected to get a hard game, and usually a
beating as well.

In about 1954 | had one of the most frightening moments on a rugby
field—Noel Crabtree our wing, broke a finger and had to leave the field,
and our Captain told me to take his place on the wing. | looked up to see
who | was marking and it was, at that time the greatest wing in rugby
football, none other than Ken Jones. What was | to do? Go in for the
tackle quickly or let him run and try and take him on the side? | spent
the next forty minutes trying to work out the best way to stop him, but
luck was on my side—he didn’t receive a pass.

Over the years of playing against Newport the player | privately thank
that day for running to the left and not using Ken Jones became a real
thorn in my side for the next six or seven years. He went outside me,
inside me and | am sure over the top of me. | refer of course to Roy
Burnett—a great player, and how nice it is to see him on the touch line still
keeping up with play.

Having played against Newport about twenty-five times | have seen a
few faces in the pack and to mention any names would be impossible—
there are so many—and we always knew that the battle would be hard, and
we also knew that after the game our enemy on the field would be friends
in the bar and remain friends for life.

As a player one always received a welcome at Rodney Parade from the
crowd; the usual one for me was ‘‘Keep on side Fordy’’ or “Play the game
Fordy” just to mention a couple of the more polite comments. | was
always pleased to hear them—at least they knew who was playing.

Now as a committee man the welcome from the Newport committee
is always most sincere and | can say that the relationship between our two
clubs has never been better.

| am sure that the next hundred years will see Newport at the top of
the Rugby World where | am sure you belong, so best wishes for the future.



