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BRISTOL v. GLOUCESTER

Saturday, September 28th, 1946 Kick-off 3.15 p.m.

OUR VISITORS.

It is most fitting that our visitors this afternoon should be our old rivals
and friends from Gloucester. Here in the West Country, Gloucester and Bristol
have maintained for many years the highest standards of Rugby Football. Either
of them have been capable of beating the best club sides in the Four Countries.
United they trounce the other counties, separated the rivalry is intense, the result
always in doubt. From the first match between the two cities on 24th September,
1892, there have been very few occasions on which many points have separated
the two teams at No-Side. * Yet two matches come back into memory, Gloucester
beat Bristol on 22nd October, 1904, at Kingholm, by 24 points to 6, and
on 6th October, 1928, with M. Shaw as Captain, Bristol beat Gloucester at Bristol,
by 19 points to 3. We are prepared for a stirring game this afternoon. Let
Bristol find an answer to the rushes of the formidable Gloucester pack—and what
grand fellows those Gloucester forwards always are—and we shall have as memorable
a game as we had when the Memorial Ground was opened twenty-five years ago.

i GEORGES’

BRISTOL’S BRIGHTEST BEERS




(Reprinted from the ‘* Bristol Evening Post,’" 2lst September, 1946.)

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS ON THE
MEMORIAL GROUND.

‘“ Bristol Rugby Football Club celebrate this month the twenty-fifth anniversary
of the opening of the Memorial Ground, and ‘ Old Crusader,” who is proud of the
fact that he was made a Life Member of the Club last year, and also that he had the
honour of playing for them forty-three years ago, recalls this epoch-making event
and passes in review some of the happenings since that time.

‘“ Twenty-five years ago ! It does not seem so long ago as that, or anything
like it, since the great day, 24th September, 1921, when the Memorial Ground was
officially opened, very appropriately, with a match against Cardiff, who were
handsomely defeated by 19 points to 3.

‘“To transform what was originally known as Buffalo Bill’s Field into one of
the finest Rugby grounds in the country was a tremendous and very expensive
task, and could not have been accomplished without the generosity (and man-power)
of the President, the late Sir Francis Cowlin, the late Mr. Conrad R. Cowlin, and
Mr. James Tucker, guarantors, and the services of the hon. architect, the late
Mr. James Hart, coupled with the hard work of the members of the committee
over a long period.

““There have been great changes since that memorable day, and others of
those responsible for the success of the great adventure have passed away, but the .
Memorial Ground still stands as a lasting tribute to all Rugby players who made
the supreme sacrifice in the first Great War, as set forth on the tablet on the main
entrance gates :

1914-18

““In proud and grateful Memory of the services rendered to their country
in the Great War by the Rugby Football Players of Bristol, this ground was
established, 1921.’

‘“1 am very pleased that the committee propose to add the following :

‘“ And in the World War of 1939-45 the Rugby Football Players of this
City gave their services and their lives. To them also this ground is a Memorial.

‘“There could not have been more fitting opponents than Cardiff for the
opening game, as the Welsh Metropolitans were the first club Bristol ever played
in 1888, but on that occasion the match was at Cardiff, and Bristol lost by 5 goals
9 tries, which, in those days, totalled only 24 points.

‘“ Reg. Pickles was the Captain in the 1921 game, and he was a very proud
man when he led his side on the field to gain a great victory in the presence of a
huge and enthusiastic crowd.






