


TOUCH LINEY
by
Peter Arnold

OM THE MERSEY Be that as it may, it's good to se
wgg ‘le,:?t‘; lc:};'(teeams from the North at Easter have blue of Bl‘rkenhead Park %erea :
always been something of a tradition at Kingsholm. If the safari from Mer;eytst;“ e |“ sor
you bought a programme last Saturday, for example, Not one, not Mg,t ut ree Glouc “,
you'll have seen that, as long ago as 1898, a team England ‘B’ squa ?l ofw_ e\ alal
called Rockcliff, from Whitley Bay, played here over the year. | suppose that a ohug
holiday weekend. You'll also be well aware that, if it surprised if Dave Sims ha

hadn't been for the necessity of rearranging the game regular appearances and
with Wasps, then we would gave welcomed Headingly the highly successful sec:
here last Saturday. Other teams who have been good but I, for one, never tho
enough to spare us their time over Easter over the The presence of Marggp
years have included Fylde, Broughton Park and New apart from Johns 7
Brighton. complicates things

It's nice to see such traditions perpetuated, and it's confidence in

too be hoped that the proposal to play Courage I'm sure he'll
League games on a home-and-away basis won't get in th
the way to much. It's even nicer when our Easter
Monday visitors are such long-established friends as
Birkenhead Park.

It would be true to say that no club has a much
longer or more honorable history than today's
welcome visitors. In fact, being founded in 1871, they
are a couple of years older than Gloucester. From an
area which most people are more likely to associate
with Liverpool and Everton Football Clubs, Birkenhe
Park can still field five senior sides, 2 youth sides, ar
couple of minis, so Rugby Union is alive
flourishing on Merseyside.

It's also worth menﬁongclig; tha




much to do with the way in which you play your Rugby,
together with your qualities as a tourist, as it does with
how well you play it.

However, I'm sure that lan will be most pleased by
the fact that it has enabled him to follow in his father
Dick's footsteps, and as far as I can find out, having
asked around, it's the only example of a father and son
Barbarian double which Gloucester can claim. Before
anyone asks, | have talked to Gordon Hudson, and his
distinguished father, Arthur never was invited to play
for the Baa-Baas, which I find surprising.

There must have been other such pairings in the
100 years of the Barbarians — Mike Burton thought
that the two Windsor-Lewises might be an example —
but there can't have been all that many. It would be
interesting to find out.

THANKS, BOSS!

This has been my first season writing the Programme
Notes under the auspices of Mike Burton. Obviously,
the whole structure of the thing changed, and the
process has been something of a learning curve forall
us.

However, 1 would like to state that it '
delight. The various young ladies, notabl
and latterly, Nicola, who have had the une
of ministering to my needs ha (
efficient: if | needed informatio
drop of a scrum cap.
People se

MORE
TOUCH LINES

informed me that they are already tal
season. Apparently, if you get on n¢
to 1 on Gloucester winning next
League.

TO WHITE HART CATERERS
Anyone who has been
invited along by one of ou
season will have enjoye
service provided
have been just a
vital someth



WHAT DO YOU THINK OF IT SO EA

If things work out that way, [ always try to give my regular First XV
own impressions of the Gloucester season in the  experienced, and there's he
programme for the final home match. It's as well to  where the present er
emphasise that these are purely my own personal athing d
opinions, not dictated by, or discussed with, anyone,
and | don't expect everybody to agree with me, I do that.
hope | don't tread on too many toes, but if I do, then
please accept that I'm trying to make an honest
contribution, and nothing more.

To start with, it's been a good season. Of course, to
fail so narrowly at the final hurdle against Bath was
heartbreaking, and to have stumbled late on in the
League scarcely less disappointing, but we shouldn't
let those things blind us to the fact that the 1991/2
season has reinforced our position as one of the best
three or four sides in England. Orrells rnay come, and
Northamptons may go, but Glos. rolls on for ever;
many of us can remember the years when Bath
couldn't live with Gloucester. ;

| can just hear some of you saying, “Good old
Arnold, living in the past again!” but honestly, I'm not.
We started the season with a side, to some ext
period of transition, and as far as some posi
concerned, that continues to be the
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Ifit's Birkenhead Park, then it must be Easter — and
it's an even year! Yes, even in the age of leagues and
cups that have paid havoc with rugby tradition,
Birkenhead Park still come here every other year as
they have done at this time of year since Easter
1954.

The first fixture between the two clubs was in
October 1951 when the Merseysiders were pipped 9-
6. The following season saw the Cherry and Whites
r3'nake their only visit to Birkenhead, returning with a 9-

win.

“Our visitors this afternoon are fielding a strong
fifteen,” the Birkenhead Park FC programme said on
the occasion of the Gloucester visit of October 27,
1951. “"Well known among their backs are Halls,
Taylor, Terrington and Cartmell, while Hodge and
Hudson, the latter an English Trialist, should be
prominent in their pack. Most of our supporters will
remember Bill Cartmell (Liverpool Varsity, Waterloo
and Lancs.) who always reserved his best perfor-
mance for us in our game against Waterloo."

Since that visit north in festival of Britain
Gloucester have lost two of their Birkenhead fixi
— 95 in 1962 and 6-3 in 1968.

Alas, these days the fixture has become son
one-sided. The last visit by Birkenhe

produced Gloucester's second |
points) and tied Gloucester's w
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(also 84 points) with the 87-3 Kingsholr
Exeter University six seasons ago.
Finally, something to ponder
while you wait for the next n
September. What difference |
Gloucester team of today and tf
40 seasons ago (apart
number 1 jersey
changed!). And for
Birkenhead Park are t
40 years ago,
Gloucester.




THANKS _ _
I spent quite a lot of space, last Saturday, In
thanking all those people who do all Ihc’jobﬁ around

the place which make the Club function. But there are
other people, not connected with the Club to whom we
owe our thanks, too.

First of all, there are the Sponsors, Bass, of course,
are our major benefactors, and our gratitude to them Is
unbounded,

Then, week by week, we are grateful to our match
sponsors, The change in the Club's commercial
management has brought with it a whole clutch of new
companies to whom sponsorship at Kingsholm is a
new experience. [ hope all of them found their projects
rewarding, in all senses, and that we can look forward
to welcoming them again,

But we musn't forget our tried-and-true SPONSors:
those organisations who have stuck with us over the
years, come hell, high water or recession. The season
wouldn't be the same without that happy band, and

again, we thank them most sincerely for their
continuing support,

Then we have the people who don't necessarily take
on an entire sponsorship package, but who hire a
hospitality box, sponsor a Match Mascot, or whatever.

We do appreciate their efforts, and hope that the to

can continue to support us in this way.
Don't forget the advertisers either. The income fr.
boards around the ground is more than useful, an
hope that the companies concerns
profitable. As for the advertisers in
gramme — well.I there would

TAILPIECE
by
Peter Arnold

MATTHEW'S PLAYING AWAY _
| have just one more Mascot to tell you
season, He's Matthew Hart, and he had heo

out at Kingsholm for the Bristol game.
Unfortunately, it proved impossible for r
boring tc waste your time on, but we do se
found a reasonable alternative for him.
Matthew's father, Robert, works for !
and Seeds, who were supplying
Bristol encounter. I'm told that, rathe:
the lad, the company contacted Tes
Reed, and asked if there would
Matthew leading the team out at tf
next week. Fred said that, as lor
responsibility for young M
and back, and squares thi
Club, then Gloucester we
Robert Hart tells
with absolute o




