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It's like waiting fo
for o Gloucester gam

w eekend s super win over
Leicester. I'm sure that result hien we
surprised many rugby pundits welcome
around the country but to be Wakefield o
honest it didn't surprise me at all, it
just made me very happy. After
at | count as two very unlucky draw inie
efeats against Harlequins and ‘ quarter finals of .
Wasps we were overdue for a big [ - ~paltenham
‘win, and they don't come much
‘bigger than the Leicester Tigers. |
see that Mark Mapletoft has won
‘most of the acclaim from the
~ pundits, and to score 27 points
~ including a try was a tremendous
~ effor, but | wouldn't single out any
¢ mdw dual the victory over Leicester
~ waos secured by an outstanding
1 team effort.

and Gloucester
Cup. Many have
criticised this
competition, but
as far as I'm
concerned, if you
are in it you
should want to
win it, and that
is cerloinly the
way we're

~ Who! is also very pleasing is that
~ the two points from the Leicester
- win [ifis us info the sort of league
* posiiion that we deserve. We are
_now fifih in the table, butld_w’ '

0 me the most impe
the moment




Of course, the Englond v France
'A' team maich will be all done
ond dusied by the fime you read
this. However, we can't let the
occasion pass without

ockm:w;ediigg the fact that g

Gloucester no fewer than
members of the 21-strong

squod. There could even have

been more if there weren't
two injuries about. 3

Rob Fidler

discipline, and usually de
long opprenticeship,

get os far os he |
age is a notewol
accomplishment.

time in the world,

Mark Mapletoft

To start from the back, it is
particularly nice to see Chris
Catling's qualities being
recognisej in this way. It looks as
if the England full-back job is, if
not exactly up for grabs, af least a
realistic target for any young
player who can seize his
opportunities and Chris has always
been one for doing that.

And how about the half-back
pairing of Mark Mapletoft and
Scott Benton 2 At the fime of
writing, | don't know if they did
make the starting lineup, but if so
then it must be something of o
record. Can anyone recall tw
halFbacks from Gloucester g

os a unit at this level




“This is a vital third
quarter of the season
for us. We need to

pick up four more
wins in the next
quarter to give
ourselves a chance.
Points will be very
hard to come by
after that,”

Eighteen points. That is the target
which should see Gloucester safe in
Courage League One this season.
What it will also do is reward a team
without superstars for keeping their
status in the top flight when all
around are spending money like it
was going out of existence.
The reality also is that, from a
position where the men from
Kingsholm were struggling to get a
win by November, now they stand in
midtable, just out of the relegation
zone but also within a hair’s breadth
of a taste of Europe.
Continental rugby is, however, a long
way from the thoughts of Richard Hill.
Gloucester's Director of Rugby will
see his major achievement of the year
being survival rather than glory. If
Europe comes, it will be an added
bonus, the icing on the Cherry and
Whites' cake.
Vital victories over London Irish
(twice), away at Orrell and West
Hartlepool plus a brillaint
performance to beat current leaders
Wasps 28-23 at Kingsholm on
October 5 have lifted Gloucester four
points clear of the danger zone and
just one yictory away from a place in
the top six.
But the next three league games will
prove whether Gloucester can reach
that |8 point total they have set
themselves. They take on West
Hartlepool today at Kingsholm. and
also face Orrell at home plus having
to face west country rivals Bristol.
Hill said:“This is a vital third quarter
of the season for us.We need to pick
up four more wins in the next
quarter to give ourselves 3 chance.
Points will be very hard to come by
after that”
But the former Bath and England

ved, it will form a platfor for
Gloucester to build en for the future
and justify his risk not to spend any
money on big names. -

Hill added. "l would be very proud of
the players if we did stay up. | don't
agree with buying in a load of
supersars. | am just happy to build a
squad at Gloucester who have q
term future. 5
"I wouldn't like to lnnrd a

their superstars, It must t
astronomical.
“At Gloucester, we need to get b
but we will not go for instant
success.”

Even if Gloucester reach that 18
points target, Hill said he will still not
think about Continental rugby.

The rugby director added: “Europe is
not a target this year and nobody has
been thinking about it.

“But once we have got to 18 p
then maybe that's a sign thaty
relax and then just knock off
the clubs above us”

There is still a long way to go
Gloucester, but last se dhy
in desperate strai
a Houdini actto

are in far henet\
And maybe, if the) :
four who will go down, it €O

rugby is king - of,
Kingsholm!



yrable iudaements to Phil
Vickery and Scoft Benton. Phil got
the accolade for his propping
aqgains! ‘International OPF. osition’
and Scolty was described as
having come a long way up the
ladder in recent months, or words
1o that effect
Of course, one shouldn't
read too much into off
thecuff remarks made
immediately after the
oven!, withou! ime for
sober reflection, but it is
interesting that those were
his first Ihoughh, wn't 8 |
hope both players heard
about the interview, and
have every
odvance




, league home gomes,
e -

_d leicester, seemed o
" During that hiotus

a T:ss on the soccer turf ot
. o noitbiting win in gale
?:( down at the Memoriol
"4 o humikioting Cup defeat at
: :.:- Only a relotively

3 in the dreadhil
~evailing af london Weish

> ;es'e! fons any comfort. The

3 s chley levett's Richmond ond
__.na Bob Dwyer's leicester
cserised by oll that is good

j. s Gloucester Rugby Football

.
hig W

2 ol swengths remain: @ strong
7 . nock ond solid parfisan support
g ~ucester hove a bock line of

) 2 W
-

ve brought exoctly the
<sioncl cpproach fo

$at supporters have long

q for. Coupled with the

ng ond the hot new

ohnson and Jewell (o ready

) WMoy«

.€/~;—v2 morsholed by Mapletoft and
;.,_.-, Gloucester now have the ability
w craoie chances from any port of the

2 we go ogoin. | love this
- #e stort of the Five Nations

s the mos! exciting

£ e yeor. And what a start fo
b ment, the clash of the
Mons Froce versus Englond, Surely
Bmorow’'s gome will determine the

ome of the whole competition, and
S %re ¥'s o game thot ol rugby fans
WS De keen 1o see But in that b
problen. becouse the majority of loyol
HPpo0ess of fhe gome will be denied the
W.Mf’ %o waich this match live
SGVE T 10 YOU STRAIGHT, i is
s ot | and many thousands of
l?' be able o see the theills and
Won % unfold because we have not
Nd mped ploshc rhng on "ne
£ houses. | am not against
| h'\::;:uﬂe television, it's a reclity
| 0gainst is the h';odung of

pich and ot any fime i the moich
what Gloucester needs is consister h
Week in and week out supporters

clubs won!Mbmnhowin‘ma:.
s0 than the paying customer ot
Kingsholm. Gloucester's strong home
record has kept them in the top flight
since the leogue’s inception but o soft
awoy record means that of best
Gloucester are struggling to <compete
w.mhe'opdubs.o'worscuugglmgb
avoid a relegation dogfight. Richard
Hill has worked wonders with the squad
ond his signings over the last yeor have
all been quality players.

in the context of the other highly
sponsored clubs aiming fo do the some.
he has been shrewd ond wise and fhe
evidence exis's 10 support the nofion that
Gloucester ore on the way to the very
top. The norrow losses ot home fo
Harlequins ond away to Wasps ond the
superb fight bock to draw ot Sale were
o distinct improvement on the
performances in the equivalent fixtures
over recen! years. Surely it is not o
mere flight of foncy to suggest that these
close resulls can go Gloucester's way in
the future. It is clear that the overoll
standord of play in the Premiership hos
improved ond dare it be said that

such an imporiant event os the Five
Nations. After oll the event is part of our
heritoge, there's o whole culture
surrounding the preparation of the bacon
butties, the cooling of the cans ond the
jostling of position in the lounge. Am | 1o
be denied forever more thot pre match
interview with o red-nosed Bill Beaumont
at the stort of Grondstand? And whol
about Bill Maclaren's description of the
celebrations in some obscure rugby club
once frequented by the try scorer, | meon
Barnesy isn't bod for an old Bath boy but
he lacks the poetry of the Beeb's Mr
Rugby, Bill Maclaren

| know Sky hos put o grect decl of money
into the game, ond thot money isn't half
needed affer the news this week thot
those great Brummies Moseley have hod
to bring in the receivers to save

themselves from total collopse. But | object  Glaws,

O S e o s G sl
1gnoring the bvious fnemcis )

competifions only serving lo underline
the point. Not only would the invesion
gain from regulor competifive play but
50 would the most imporiont element of
Rugby - the supporters
wmc‘h"”mw“
prevolls and thot o decently organised
European club competition can be
slofted into next season’s schedide.
European Cup Rugby is the way of the
future ond as the Five Nations prepares
1o become the Six Nations for more o3
Rugby develops fwoughout Ewopel,
English Clubs need 1o continue 1o
compete with the best in the Norhern
Hemisphere A strong home league will
produce a sirong national side and no
mafier which leom you suppon, success
for Englond is o common gool. The

o being blockmailed 1o go out and buy
dish They con keep thew Super Soccer

Sundoy and the rest but | want my Fre

Nations bock, ond | wont it bock oo

Grandsiond where imwuh'

being cble 1o woich .
irelond live on terrestrial TV well hat
gome could be fun for o curtoin samsee
I clso wont to see the big boys play.
Talking of big boys 've been fincke
indepth previews o he con

of the ree os he's ob
scholor of the gome a8
own Phil Vickery o3 the

Gloucester v Wakefield, 6th :




Player Profil

Craig emimies

3ig Emmerson could well be
ler known o fonight's respected
fors from Wakefield than most
he Gloucester players. Before
wandered westwards he had a
rly peripatetic start to his career
the North, playing for West
artlepool, Halifax and Morley, so
e Wakefield lads may have
come across him
in one or
‘ other of

Craig is 27 years
a very respeciab
stands only o w
fall. He lives with
Shana, and is i
crosswords whet
or fraining. :
He says his 'most
is Scolt Benton, w
slightly unusual, b
players cite someo
the same position

his previous incarnations.

And he did join another club.
Who was it now ¢ Oh yes | Some
outfit called Harlequins.

Our favourite memory of the highly
promising young centre (and
certainly his own) has to be that
blistering break he made, from
around his own 22, in last year's
Cup semi final against Leicesfer.
He went right through everyone,
and very nearly got fo the line
himself. A try resulted, and so
nearly put us into the Final that it
was heartbreaking. Not least, |
imagine, for Craig himself.

I've no doubt that there will be
other, similar, occasions. He has

some of his answ
inclined to the off

too much talent for things to be
otherwise. That has been obvious

fo good judges for quite a while,
ever since he won six England

Caps at U19 level. He certainly

had a baptism of fire when he
played his first game for

Gloucester. It was against 2
Bath, here at ‘
Kingsholm. M Y

strong and quick
feeling that s

oreSport




GLOUCESTER

Cherry & White

LE] AUDLEY LUMSDEN
LL] CRAIG EMMERSON
LE] stmoN warD
LE] MARTIN ROBERTS
LE] mike wovo

LLJ NICK OSMAN
EJ 1AN SANDERS

I} ToNY wiNbo
~ [EJ cHRis FORTEY

Right Wing
Contre
Centre

Left Wing

Outside Ha

Friday 6th February 1998 Kick-off 7.45pm

WAKEFIELD

Black & Gold quarters

GREG MILLER m

PAUL WHITE m

MARK WOODWARD m
NEIL SUMMERS i1
RICHARD THOMPSON m e

pAVE sculty 11
ALEX BIRKBY |/



