Vol.9 No.b £2

GLOUCESTER

Today's match sponsors

SABRAILN
M CO.LTD




R —

KATIE COKER, deputy sports ed!tor and
rugby writer of the Gloucester Citlzan, q
pictured here with veteran New Zealand:
born but Australlan-capped cherry-and:
white centre Richard Tombs, reports on

Cardiff v Gloucester - or Gloucester v Cardiff.
The mere mention of the fixture brings a smile
to the faces of players and supporters from
previous decades.

Before the days of league tables, some of the
matches which were most treasured by Kingsholm
folk were the clashes witb the Welsh clubs.

| only came to Gloucester in 1992, 50
before my time but | have head nlnp!
winter evenings, of certain players cont
cudden case of "bridge-itis" or missing €
"accidentally” so they did not have to ;

Sadly, league rugby has gradually eroded tf
opportunity these clubs have had to mee!
the heritage, Gloucester made an effor
“friendly" fixtures against the Cardiffs o
but a spate of late cancellations of I@
few years of this decade put paid gm g
The attempt to set up an Anglo-We
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Introducing the Gloucester squa
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Gloucester have failed to win a national league title in (.‘l‘l‘ '
national knock-out cup competition since they nharv‘od the
This is a matcer of supreme concern for one of England’s rugby |
For the Cherry-and-Whites, whose teams for $0 long have been bull
downturn in fortunes after their pre-eminence in che Seventies and |
explains on the previous two pages, the financial and playing strength
Last season, there were some changes in the squad and the '
that skipper Dave Sims (and Steve Jones writes in appreciation
am'l" began, "We have now got a squad at Kingsholm with
the country will be jealous of."
b .us'm‘,vw'.\o was one of the few successes of England's ill-
‘believes there is much to come. "A lot of experience was
de and we have to build on that. Now the supporters hay
and you can't blame them. 3
e to win one of the major competitions, if not b
 Gloucester could only travel as well as th




now leavened with overseas and, wait for it, former Bath players

Peter Glanville,
blind/openside flanker, b
Gloucester 10-6-71, 6ft 2,
102 4kg, joined from
Longlevens and made debut
in 1992, known as Glanners
Rory Greenslade-Jones,
centre, b Bridgend 5-1-73, 6ft
2. | 3st, previously at
Newbury and known as

Jonah
Rob Jewell, wing. b
Bromsgrove |1-10-78, 6ft 2,

94.3kg, previously at Gordon
League and known as Del
Boy

Brian Johnson. wing. b

RAF Wegberg 27-7-72, 5ft |1,

85.2kb, five England A caps
having joined from Newbury.
known as B

Audley Lumsden, full-
back. b London 6-6-67, | 8m,
93.9kg, previously with Bath,
likes doing crosswords and
known as Rums

Neil McCarthy, hooker. b
Slough. 29-1 1-74. 6ft. 102kg,
previously at Bath and made
Gloucester debut in 1997
against Begles Bordeaux.
Known 2s Chief.

Simon Mannix. fly-haif. b

Wellington, New Zealand, 9-8-

72. | 7m, 83 5kg, once capped

and previously with Sale before

joining in the close season,

d cap. previously

Mapletoft. fiy-half. b
25.12-71, Sf 7.83kg,

Philippe Saint-Andre.
wing. b Romans. France, 19-4-
67, 6ft, 91.5kg, 69 times capped
by France and a favourite at
Kingsholm since his debut in
1997-98.

lan Sanders, scrum-haif. b

Penzance 22-1-71, 5ft 9, 85.8kg,

formerly with Bath and known
as Sandy.

Dave Sims, lock. b
Gloucester 22-11-69, 6ft 6,

| 15kg, three times capped by

Philippe-Saint-André is tackled by
Kevin Maggs of Bath

Phil Vickery. tight head. b
Barnstaple 14-3-76, 6ft 3,
124kg, five umes capped by
England. having previously
played for Bude and Redruth.
Known as Vickster.

Richard Ward. lock. b
Munster, Germany, 26-11-70,
1.98m, | 18kg, previously with
Harlequins and known as
Wardy.

Tony Windo. loosehead
prop, b Gloucester 30-4-70.
previously with Longlevens and
known as Reg.
Trevor Woodman.
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Specsavers
Queen
s street, Carditf

CARDIFF

Blue and Black

15 CRAIG MORGAN

14 LIAM BOTHAM

13 SIMON HILL

12 MATTHEW. WINTLE
11 ANTHONY SULLIVAN

10 PAUL BURKE
9 ROBERT JONES 7

1 SPENCER JOHN

R
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2 PAUL YOUNG

3 LYNDON MUSTOE

4 STEVE WILLAMS d

5 JOHN TAIT id
‘ . i
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y of any qualms (honestly)

ous alternative magazine to

Y TIME,
lR"FF\ﬂ ;

‘Shed Head, the unofficial
Gloucester matchday
programme

:

!
|
version of our Hlustrious I
magazine Imaginatively ttled

"sweet Chariot,” it was bound {
to be a hit with the good

burgers of Cardilt !

We chose the last match at {
the old National Stadium; you ;
remember, the one where ]
England sculfed Wales ]
compt ehensivaly. Oh, hang on, !
there's been so many of those ‘
you may not remember which
one. I'll be a bit more specific, March 15,

1997

We drove down in the limo, parked on the
outskires of the City and lugged several hundred
magazines through the backstreets until we found
a good pitch near the Arms Park.

We'd hardly got the damn things out of the
box before a local PC closed in for the kill.
Ignoring the pickpockets and touts, he homed In
on our English accents and marched up to us and
sald, “Wall, then, boyos, whare's your traders'
licence then?"
| OQur protestations that we didn't need one fell

on deal ears as we were marched out of town
“Don't try to run off," he said. Run! We could
| hardly bloody walk under the weight of the damn
magazines. He summoned reinforcements to
confiscate our mags and packed us on our way,
with a warning not to come back,

After chucking all the magazines in the back of
his car, we informed our new friend that we bore
no malice to him, or to his race (despite the fact
that we lost about two grand as a result of his
actons) but hoped that England ran up a record
score that day,

And they bloody would have too, If that ugly
sod Martin Johnson had not swung a punch
during a maul in the second-half. With the
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* Ol Sy

* New Soneff

* Gt Whitery

* Simens M, reends
* More pager than ever

AFarzine fer Glawster s

impeccable
timing for which he Is renowned, he took

his swing just as Twinkle Toes Tim Stimpson was
sprinting In for a try which was promptly
disallowed. No Justice, there, then, either

So much for the past; lot's try a lictle fortune
telling, Perhaps we will see a British League in the
coming years and maybe you lot, plus Swansea
and some other teams from places | can't ;
pronounce let alone spell, will end up playing on a
more regular basis.

Good, says | Those with long enough
memories will remember the wat nights when !
the rugby occasionally interrupted the fighting on
the pitch e

It'll make a change to go to to other rugby
stadiums with atmosphere and real rugby

Watlord - sorry, Saracens.

I¢ll be nice to rub shoulders with pec
care about the game, and understand it,
than the Fez-wearing johnny-come-latel
have attached themselves to the lat

We'll enjoy our trip down here
we hope you will enjoy your thip uf
Kngsholm at tha end of the -




me curiositie
Rugby historian Alan Evans recalls so

WHEN LAND OF MY Fi

" , Fathe
The huge crowd stood and sang ‘Land Of My Kadt

"
bang Played while the teams lined up ‘
eam while

Thus rap A €ontemporary report on an occasion ,E(v:::’t tlm:m_dcd Cardiff ¢
When the Vllltlng team Included Tanner and WEN Davles and a ce

aver ac half-back, Williams and Matthews in Cardiff even pr d
E"h. centre ang Clifr Davies, Tamplin and Gwyn Cornish, who s

310 the pack, So this must have been England infieatar

* Walaa juse afear wor War 2. Lo :

It was February 1949 but it wasn't an
It wasn't at RFU headquarters. It was,
breaking crowd for Gloucester v Cardiff
A reminder that whenever and SYal;
clubs meet it is always a memorable

Olm and
¥er the two

'1. fifty years g0, hardly a season went by
& match of greac Anglo-Welsh significance at

uld flock in to
I for early war matches in aid of the

d

see England and Wales play
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luslon In thelr XY that day at P
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A late Int
«Willle |

oo the !
- whose wife was [0 hospital Ny

W “'”‘M', nother wartime international who
wilke ,ﬁml.m his natlve Carmarthen, via Llanell
: ::j‘:m (o a grateful Goucestar for whom he
" dropped | Zgoals In a seasan and where he
o fun popular pub for many years, The

Walsh playmaker and not a bad

Leter for Glamorgan either «

ff with huge touchfinders and
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{
)

ones who, It was reported,
Jf wa
hall ¥ sreach and took the place of

ad |
gopl |

was !
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|muhlrll Cardi

darting breaks
aut Cardiff were to win that day and

snue what was to become a |4-match
winning streak against Gloucester. And every
win was a feather in the club's cap. The war
years have thankfully gone and any year now

1ce might break out in British club rugby. EN
hen, today's resumption of fixtures will be GL A ND
seen as a landmark if’ the restoration of a SATURDAY @ Gﬂmvn...
Jong and valued tradition. L APRIL 13, 1949

fFor when the Blue and Blacks take on the
Cherry and Whites it really is a case of Wales v

WALES

N... '.‘.‘

il Gloucester's proud cathedral
provided a fitting backdrop for the
Progamme cover for a wartime -

international in aid of the Red Cross

% the W,
g elsh stars — yni
Kingshoim in 1940 union and league - as they prepare for battle at

-






