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Hello and welcome to
the very first digital
edition of our matchday
programme. We’re trying
out this format while we’re
still unable to welcome
fans back to Kingsholm,
and in time we plan to add
more and more features
which it’s not possible to
include in a paper format.
Do let us know what you
think of it, or what else you
would like to see included,
by clicking here and
completing our programme
feedback form.
It’s a strange feeling writing this,
knowing that when you read it you
won’t be with us at Kingsholm, as would
usually be the case. It seems a long time
since we were able to have a full house
of fans for a game, and it really isn’t the
same playing in an empty stadium.
We are, however, hopeful that we will
be able to welcome you back, albeit in
limited numbers, in time to see some
games from around Springtime. We
really can’t wait, and I’m sure you feel
the same.
It’s fair to say that we haven’t achieved
the results so far this season that any
of us would have wanted. We’ve had
good wins against Wasps and Ulster,
but our other results have been largely
disappointing. Behind those results,
however, we feel there have been some

really encouraging signs. A number
of our players, especially our younger
players, have stepped up well while more
experienced players have been away or
injured, and that bodes very well for the
future.
But we know there’s more to do, and
around. It’s still the case that there’s
a great spirit within the squad, and
we’re fully expecting to see that today
as we welcome Northampton Saints to
Kingsholm.
You will have seen that we’ve been very
busy on the recruitment and re-signing
front, with Adam Hastings signing to
join us from next season, and a number
of key players, most recently Ruan
Ackermann, signing new contracts to
extend their stay with the Club. We also
know we still have a couple of positions
on that.
to know about new signings, and all
other Club news, the best way of doing
that is to sign up to our newsletter,
‘@Holm’. You can sign up by clicking
here. It’ll only take you a few seconds.
Finally, I do have to say once again how
much we appreciate your support during
these unprecedented times. Whether
it be the coaches and players, or the
commercial team working to make sure
everything is even better for you when
you can come back, we’d all like to say
thank you.
Together, we are a squad of thousands.
Best wishes,
Lance

03

PROP
PROP

HOOKER

CENTRE

AVAILABLE
CENTRE

BACK ROW

JAMIE GIBSON

AVAILABLE
SCRUM HALF

TOM HUDSON

AVAILABLE
ALEX CRAIG

FREDDIE CLARKE

LOCK

BEN MORGAN

FULLBACK

MATT GARVEY

WINGER

WILLI HEINZ

CHARLIE CHAPMAN

SANTIAGO CARRERAS

MATT BANAHAN

LOCK

JONNY MAY

HOOKER

CORNE FOURIE

JAMAL FORD-ROBINSON

FLY HALF

CHRIS HARRIS

JAMES HANSON

LLOYD EVANS
BACK ROW

LEWIS LUDLOW

GIORGI KVESELADZE

TODD GLEAVE
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CIARAN KNIGHT

FRASER BALMAIN

MARK ATKINSON

OLLIE ATKINS

MATIAS ALEMANNO

RUAN ACKERMANN

MEN’S SQUAD
CENTRE

WINGER

PROP

AVAILABLE

BACK ROW
LOCK

AVAILABLE

LEXI YOUNG
& FAMILY

PROP
LOCK
BACK ROW

AVAILABLE
AVAILABLE
AVAILABLE

SCRUM HALF
FULLBACK

AVAILABLE
AVAILABLE

BACK ROW

CENTRE

AVAILABLE
SCRUM HALF
CENTRE
PROP

LOCK
PROP

HOOKER

JOE SIMPSON

BACK ROW

HENRY TRINDER

AVAILABLE
CHARLIE SHARPLES

AVAILABLE

OLLIE THORLEY

ALEX SEVILLE

TOM SEABROOK

JORDY REID

BACK ROW

JASON WOODWARD

HOOKER

JACK STANLEY

ED SLATER

JACK SINGLETON
BACK ROW

HENRY WALKER

STEPHEN VARNEY

BILLY TWELVETREES
FULLBACK
PROP

WINGER

AVAILABLE

FULL BACK

WINGER

AVAILABLE

WINGER
SCRUM HALF

AVAILABLE
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CENTRE

LOUIS REES-ZAMMIT

VAL RAPAVA-RUSKIN

JAKE POLLEDRI

SEB NAGLE-TAYLOR

KYLE MOYLE

33-26
The last time Gloucester Rugby played Northampton
Saints was back in December of 2019, meaning that it’s
been over a year since the two sides have played each
other. The Cherry and Whites were due to play the
Saints in the final round of the 2019/20 season but the
fixture was cancelled due to a number of positive tests
from the Northampton side.
Last time the two sides
faced each other Louis-Rees
Zammit scored a brilliant hattrick but Gloucester Rugby
fell just short at Northampton
Saints, who edged a 59-point
thriller at Franklin’s Gardens.
Cobus Reinach scored twice
for the Saints, while hooker
Mikey Haywood also crossed
over the line, as the hosts
Gallagher Premiership Rugby
2019/20 season.
Gloucester Rugby made a
quick start, with Zammit
crossing within seven minutes
for the opening try and it
took the Saints until the 33rdminute to move ahead.
maul and that changed the
course of the game, with
Reinach adding two tries in
the second half.
Zammit added two more,
while Chris Harris grabbed
one of his own, but the
Cherry & Whites fell just
short due to the accurate
goal kicking from Saints.

15

8 December 2016:
Gloucester 35 La Rochelle 14

James. The Gloucester defence was then stretched
to the limit before Gabriel Lacroix scored a try in
the corner. La Rochelle scored two more tries by
half-time, to a single Burns penalty.

which was converted by Zac Holmes. Gloucester
swiftly struck back when Henry Purdy set up a try
for Mark Atkinson. Greg Laidlaw converted. Laidlaw
was starting to dictate proceedings, and he added
a penalty. He then broke down the blind-side;
Henry Purdy carried the move on for Josh Hohneck

In the second half Gloucester fought back bravely,
and Matt Scott and Richard Hibbard almost scored.
Eventually persistence was rewarded when Mark
Atkinson broke through and John Afoa scored,
for Burns to convert. Unfortunately, any revival
was thwarted when Scott was yellow-carded. La
Rochelle proceeded to score three further tries, one
of which was a penalty try.

again with a break, Billy Burns chipped through
for Ollie Thorley to gather and score. Laidlaw
converted, so at half-time Gloucester were leading
22-7.
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La Rochelle had a huge pack, and early in the
second period put the home side under heavy
pressure. In the end David Raikuna scored for
Holmes to convert. Laidlaw settled any Gloucester
nerves with two penalties, and gradually the Cherry
and Whites pack turned the tables. Matt Scott
win.

17 December 2016:
La Rochelle 42 Gloucester 13

The massive French pack was soon well on top.
penalty. However, two scrum penalty awards
resulted in six points to La Rochelle through Brock

Billy Burns

Blues 46-26, so the stage was set for another

22 April 2017:
La Rochelle 14 Gloucester 16

By this point in the season La Rochelle were top
of the French Top 14 League, and unbeaten at
home. However, Gloucester had obviously done
their home-work. They had to counter the huge
French pack. This they achieved by taking quick
line-outs, swift scrum heals, and throwing the ball
around at every opportunity, to wear out the La
Rochelle forwards. The plan worked. La Rochelle
became frustrated and Qovu was yellow carded
for foul play, Burns kicked the penalty, and added
another before half-time. By this time James had
also kicked two for La Rochelle.
After the break La Rochelle
threw the kitchen sink at
Gloucester, but brave defence
kept them out, and Burns
even had the luxury of kicking
a penalty. Back came La
Rochelle, and with a clear
overlap, James looped a pass
which Burns plucked out of
the air, and set sail from his
own 22, went all the way for
the try, which he converted
himself. James kicked another
penalty, and it was all La
Rochelle; Damien Lagrange
managed a try, but Gloucester
clung on for one of the best
wins in the club’s history.

Newcastle Falcons 22
Gloucester Rugby 10

Gloucester Rugby were last in action
against Newcastle in Round 6 of the
Gallagher Premiership.
up between Matt Garvey, Joe Simpson and Alex Craig got within
metres of scoring before Newcastle turned the ball over and
Adam Radwan made a break and went over for a try.
Toby Flood missed the conversion but it was Newcastle who
were next to score when Matias Orlando caught the defence
napping to go through for the hosts’ second.
Flood converted the score but it wasn’t long until Gloucester
Rugby were on the scoreboard themselves.
ball to touch. It was a great set piece with the forwards creating
a maul at the lineout and then the backs piled in to help it over.
Rugby since re-joining the club.
Just before half time, Gloucester Rugby put in a solid stint in
defence to stop a Newcastle try leaving the score 12-7 at the
break.
Gloucester Rugby came out with a point to prove and got on
the scoreboard through a Evans penalty but in the end, it wasn’t
enough.
Cannon slotted a penalty and then George McGuigan scored at
the death giving the hosts a 22-10 victory.
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JAMIE
GIBSON
A vastly experienced operator,
Jamie Gibson has been a valuable
asset to the Gloucester Rugby
squad this season.
20

Having previously played for Leicester Tigers
and Northampton Saints, clocking up over 180
Premiership appearances, the backrower knows the
tricks of the trade and has been enjoying putting
on the Cherry and White shirt and adding his
wisdom to the playing group.

through, young lads coming up who have really
kicked on this season.”

Having joined the club ahead of the 2020/21
campaign, Gibson was delighted to have been
welcomed with open arms by the fans, city and
playing squad.

yet to have in the Cherry and White shirt due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“That’s one of the biggest things about rugby in
general,” he said.“Playing in a rugby city, as soon
as you join that squad and pull on the shirt you are
part of that team and the history. Gloucester Rugby
is an old club and a successful club who have a
long history from a long way back and it’s a great
club to play for and I’m excited to play a bit more.
“It’s a big rugby club. There’s a handful of boys
through the club who are Gloucester through and

Having previously played at a packed-out
Kingsholm with a full crowd before joining the
Cherry and Whites, it was always a landmark

“It’s a funny one because I’ve played away at
a packed-out Kingsholm several times with a
big noisy crowd and the games I’ve played at
Kingsholm for Gloucester have at most only had a
couple of thousand people in. So that’s obviously

and those boys who are Gloucester through and
through, you can’t help but feel the history of the
club and how big rugby is in Gloucester and how
important Gloucester Rugby is to the city.”
Results haven’t been going the Cherry and Whites’
way so far this season but a two-week break from
playing has provided the perfect opportunity to
make those necessary changes ahead of this next
block of games.
then cracked on with training and using the time
to tidy up the little things that we need to improve
on over the next few weeks and make sure that we
get better at the things that we’re good at.
“Our set piece has obviously been a plus. We’ve
had good success there and we’ve kept working on
that and in terms of our shape and all the things
that Dom (Waldouck) and Kingy (Alex King) have
put in place. They’ve been able to tweak little
things that they’ve felt weren’t necessarily working
as well as they could be. Attack wise, we’ve added
a few things to our armoury and in defence we’re
going to keep pushing what we did well against
Newcastle.”
Despite the results so far this season, there have
been plenty of positives from each game that
Gloucester Rugby has played. The challenge now is
to make sure that these bursts of performance can
be sustained for the full 80 minutes.
“The squad is in a very good place. The Newcastle

game was probably the best example of us putting
an 80-minute performance together. Ulster as well,
those are the only two games really where we’ve
managed to actually do what we wanted to do
for a full 80 minutes. In other games, there have
been really good elements of our game plan that
has gone well but a couple of elements that have
“If we can get it all right on game day then we can
really build on that. That’s what we’ve got to do
and make sure that we don’t let things slip as other
areas start to get better.”
Having worn the green, yellow and black stripes of
Gloucester Rugby’s opponents for Round 7 of the
Gallagher Premiership this weekend.

rustier than normal so it should be fun! Especially if
it snows! I think that’s the forecast for Saturday so
that could be an added element!
“They’re a dangerous side. Analysis wise, it’s
that makes things a bit more complicated. They’ve
got some good, dangerous players. If they get
front foot ball and momentum at the set piece and
the breakdown then they’ve got some very good
players who can expose you out wide. We know
we can take control of that then we’ve got every
chance of getting the result.”
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AVAILABLE

JENSON BOUGHTON

PROP

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

REECE DUNN

JACK CLEMENT
BACK ROW

HOOKER

FLY HALF

JOSH GRAY

AVAILABLE

FLY HALF

DOM COETZER

PROP

ARTHUR CLARK

PROP

LOCK

SEB BLAKE

GEORGE BARTON

OLLIE ADKINS

JACK BARTLETT

ACADEMY SQUAD

FULLBACK

BACK ROW

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

WINGER

FREDDIE THOMAS

CAMERON JORDAN

LOCK

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

CENTRE

UTILITY BACK

AVAILABLE
TOBY VENNER

WINGER

SCRUM HALF

JACK REEVES

ALEX MORGAN
CENTRE
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TOM STANTON

AVAILABLE

HOOKER

JACOB MORRIS

BACK ROW

HARRY TAYLOR

MATTY JONES

ETHAN HUNT

JOE HOWARD
CENTRE

ISAAC MARSH

LOUIS HILLMAN-COOPER

AVAILABLE

BACK ROW

BACK ROW

SCRUM HALF

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE
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Jason Woodward

15

FULL BACK

15 George Furbank

Santiago Carreras

14

RIGHT WING

14 Matt Proctor

Billy Twelvetrees

13

OUTSIDE CENTRE

13 Piers Francis

Mark Atkinson

12

INSIDE CENTRE

12 Rory Hutchinson

Ollie Thorley

11

LEFT WING

11 Taqele Naiyaravoro

Lloyd Evans

10

FLY-HALF

10 Dan Biggar

Willi Heinz

9

SCRUM-HALF

Val Rapava-Ruskin

1

LOOSEHEAD PROP

Henry Walker

2

HOOKER

Fraser Balmain

3

TIGHTHEAD PROP

Matt Garvey

4

LOCK

4 David Ribbans

Matias Alemanno

5

LOCK

5 Api Ratuniyarawa

Jordy Reid

6

BLINDSIDE FLANKER

6 Nick Isiekwe

(C) 7

OPENSIDE FLANKER

7 Lewis Ludlam (CC)

NUMBER 8

8 Shaun Adendorff

Lewis Ludlow

Ruan Ackermann

8

9 Alex Mitchell
1 Alex Waller (CC)
2 Sam Matavesi
3 Paul Hill

REPLACEMENTS

REPLACEMENTS

Todd Gleave

16

16 Mikey Haywood

Jamal Ford-Robinson
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MATCH OFFICIALS

Ciaran Knight
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Referee:
Karl Dickson

Alex Craig
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Jamie Gibson

20

Charlie Chapman
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Assistant
Referees:
Andrew Jackson &
Mike Hudson

Tom Seabrook
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TMO:
Craig Maxwell-Keys

Kyle Moyle
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Danae Zamboulis

17 Francois van Wyk
18 Ehren Painter
19 Alex Moon
20 Alex Coles
21 Tom James
22 Fraser Dingwall
23 Tommy Freeman
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