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GLOUCESTER RUGBY V LEICESTER TIGERS

CAPTAIN'S CORNER

GREIG LAID

GOOD EVENING, AND IT IS
GREAT TO BE PREPARING
FOR THE START OF

A BRAND NEW AVIVA
PREMIERSHIP SEASON,
AND BE PENNING MY FIRST
COLUMN AS CAPTAIN OF
GLOUCESTER RUGBY!

To be leading the boys out this

evening will be an honour for me

tain, it was an opportunity that
..
\ | jumped
Amongst the squad, we
have the advantage of

having a lot of leaders,
and have put focus

at.

MITSUBISHI ¥ ,

4
T — Vs on developing our
) leadership skills to
take this team to the
next level.

At the tail end of last
season, we showed
the quality we have in the
squad ¢

ite missing many key

this year is build
not leaving anyth
at the end of
It's been a busy summer for me
a successful trip to Japan with
Scotland and it was

the rugby develo

going on over there

whet the appetite

World Cup 2019 0

0
‘

As a squad, we

a few new faces to the squad
and in preseaso

have seen a lot of prog
and new energy from the lads
| mentioned in an interview last

week that we had put in a lot

i cloucesterrugby W @gloucesterrugby

of focus behind th
our dynamicsasas
everyone has really b

what we are trying to a

That said, the challenge now is to
deliver, and in the two preseason
run outs we are relatively pleased
with our early progress.

rkout in that first
s was really pleasing

onc

thic :
In the se 1 half we were able
to express ourselves and the boys

came on really impressed and

nighlighted the depth in our squad.

It was great to see Matt Scott pick
up his first score in the Gloucester
shirt, and | am excited for Matt to
show the Gloucester fans what a
world class player he is.

Finally, thanks to everyone that

joined us at Gloucester Quays at
the weekend, it was genuin
great fun for us to get dc

el
ely

wn and
meet our supporters

throwab

relax and
all around!

1 another season, and
ly a fruitful one for the club!
rk has already started
d will continue throughout the

season.

Enjoy the game, and welcome
back!

4’:’0}
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GOOD EVENING AND A VERY WARM WELCOME TO
KINGSHOLM FOR THE START OF THE 2016/17 AVIVA
PREMIERSHIP SEASON.

t every club, every new season brings a real
sense of anticipation and optimism for the
year ahead.

Everyone understands the enormous
challenge of playing in the most competitive club
league in the world, strengthened again by the arrival
of more world class players and coaches. But, at the
end of a tough pre season programme, our team is in a
much stronger position than we were 12 months ago to
get the season off to a winning start.

Unlike the previous couple of years, there haven't been
many changes to our playing squad for this season.
Stability and continuity are the foundations of any
successful club and the players we have added this
year have already made a big impression on and off the

pitch.

www.gloucesterrugby.co.uk

This added depth to our squad

will be key to competing in

both Premiership and European
competitions and with recruitment
now a 12 month process, we are
always looking to add quality to our
playing group.

From the final whistle in the
Northampton game in May,
preseason plans have been built
around the team being prepared
for the first weekend in September.
With the changes to our
management team, there's been a
very different look and feel to our
programme since training started
again in mid June.

tickets@gloucesterrugby.co.uk
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*, MITSUBISHI Mop

Stability and continuity
are the fOUF?dO tions Of Both matches were very competitive and gave us the

> R S
anv successful club and opportunity to have a look aﬁ some c the new signings,
try out some new combinations and develop our way

tho nl
tnNe piayers we have and style of play this season.
added this year have Last Friday against Glasgow saw us defend superbly
already made a big in the first half and then attack brilliantly in the second
s . half to score some great tries. After the frustration with
I ?SSIO{/I’) on and off our attack last season, it was very encouraging to score
the pitch. nine tries in two games against top quality opposition.

Tonight however, will be a completely different test and
the ultimate review of preseason.
Dan Tobin, who joined from
ter to head up our

e In welcoming Richard Cockerill, his staff, players
erformance Department, and

and supporters from Leicester Tigers we know we

e, : are meeting one of the most consistent sides in

m Taylor, who was appointed Premiership history and we will have to be at our very
s Coach, have played key best to get our year off to a winning start.
throughout preseason and
their impact was evident across

both preseason friendlies against D :
Leinster and Glasgow. wéd

{ DI

NN X

Enjoy the game.

§ gloucesterrugby W @gloucesterrugby
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Gloucester Rugby confirm
initial plans to mark anniversary
of 125 years at Kingsholm

THE YEAR WILL KICK OFF WITH A WEEKEND OF EVENTS
TO MARK THE FIRST GAME AT KINGSHOLM ON 10

OCTOBER 1891.

On Friday 7 October we will
host a 125th anniversary dinner
in the 1873 Ricoh Lounge at
Kingsholm and, on Sunday 9
October, Kingsholm will provide
the backdrop for the inaugural
Mitsubishi Motors Hybrid Cup.

The Kingsholm black tie dinner will
be hosted by Thinus Delport who
will be joined for a Q&A by former
Gloucester Rugby and Scotland
International, Jim Hamilton and
England Rugby Union and League
star, Jason Robinson.

Tickets are now available by calling
01452 872269, priced £65 including
a 4 course meal.

The Mitsubishi Motors Hybrid

Cup is the result of an exciting
collaboration between our main
Club Partner, Salford Red Devils
and Rugby 4 Heroes. The game will
see players play across codes, with
a unique set of regulations drawn
from both formats of the game.

A popular format in the Southern
Hemisphere, it is making its

Northern Hemisphere debut here
at Kingsholm.

We have assembled an exciting
line-up of former Gloucester
Rugby Legends, providing a unique
opportunity to see favourites from
years gone putting on the Cherry
and White shirt and running out on
the Kingsholm turf; a sight some
may never have expected to see.

Explanation of
work going on
near the Lion's
Den

SUPPORTERS ATTENDING
LAST FRIDAY'S PRESEASON
FRIENDLY AGAINST
GLASGOW AND, OF
COURSE, THIS EVENING'S
GAME WILL HAVE NO
DOUBT NOTICED THAT
IT'S ABIT OF A BUILDING
SITE AT THE MINUTE!

CEO Stephen Vaughan explains
what's going on.

“We purchased the former Cooper
Cowan site on Kingsholm Road
last year when we realised it was
available, as space is at a premium
around Kingsholm. We are
constantly trying to look at ways to
improve the supporter experience
and have taken the opportunity to
do just that.

www.gloucesterrugby.co.uk

"All stadia are naturally very busy
leading up to the game, at half time
and full time so this should ease
the stress on a few areas and also
give a different flavour to the fan
experience.

“There will be a dedicated
Community zone where fans can
get involved in the activities we
have planned, such as kicking and
passing games and also meet the
first team squad for photos and
autographs as usual.

“We will take the opportunity to
add some new and different food
options and a new real ale offering.
We are also going to have our very
own ‘Pub on Wheels' in the fan
zone too, which will prove to be a

tickets@gloucesterrugby.co.uk
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Fred Reed

confirm that Mike THIS EVENING'S GAME IS THE FIRST COMPETITIVE
FIXTURE FOR NEW CLUB PR

es Simpson-Daniel
wier Azam are to play in the
r Legends side, coached
favourite Jim Hamilton.
ord Red Devils Legends
ptained by Adrian Morley
who will be lining up with Jason
and lestyn Harris. More
names will be announced in the
coming weeks.

Sird tickets priced from £10

dults, £7 for Club Members

& kids for a quid will be available

m the Gloucester Rugby ticket
ce from 9am on Wednesday

£ August and Club Members'

s will be reserved until 5pm on

day 5 September.

or and in the ¢
ommittes
the «
ving the committee

nts will raise money for the t/manager f

w Gloucester Rugby Community
arity and partner charities

ding The Pied Piper Appeal,

by 4 Heroes and The Royal
Brtish Legion.

hard
unluc

ents will include international
hibition matches featuring
oucester Rugby legends,
nners, rugby focused community Tredworth and started
nts and more. scrum half but soo

to ho

fit I'm sure and we will be asking Gloucester Colts v
our fans to help us choose a name 16 and played for :
for the pub, so keep an eye on our with Longle

Social media in the next few weeks. Gloucester (
Youth, with the ¢

“We are also hoping to get a screen for Glouce
up so other sporting action to 1969

be watched whilst in the zone,
complete with some seating and
tables for those wishing to take the
weight off their feet.

Reed also represented
Glouces

honour ¢

Weather permitting, we may even

S0

put some live music on after the 1975- ‘ e

games so people can kick back and when he ned a reqt Also with the club celebrating
enjoy some food or drink in a fun team place with G f o 2 125 years at Kingsholm this
environment.” was chose rese season | will be helping out with
All being well, the work will be o : FRas hsacy

completed in time for our next L

home fixture, against Newcastle On retirement as a player 3 2 C

Falcons on September 24th. served as Team Secretary ar that has been given to me

§ gloucesterrugby ¥ @gloucesterrugby
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GLOUC

Prop

POS Centre

POS Scrum Half

Fly Half

511"

HT 6'5"

HT 5'10"

511"

120kg

WT 107kg

83kg

85kg

DOB 16/10/83

DOB  08/03/90

13/06/94

HONOURS
New Zealand

HONOURS

08/03/90
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Hooker
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imagine. change
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imagine. change
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EVANS

Back Row

5'10"

6'3"
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111kg

21/09/87

13/02/88

02/05/85

19/09/91

DURS
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SPONSOR

SPONSOR

England

SPONSOR
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Lock

AVAILABLE CALL
01452 872 257

Wing
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INSULATION

POS Scrum Half

POS Hooker

6'8"

6'2"

HT 5'11"

HT 6'0"

114kg

104kg

89kg

WT 112kg

DOB  12/11/86

05/07/87

24/11/86

DOB _ 13/12/83

HONOURS
Argentina

SURS

HONOURS

HONOURS
Wales

SPONSOR

SPONSOR

SPONSOR
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Solicitors LLP
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POS Prop POS Fly Half POS  Back Row POS  Back Row POS _ Half Back POS Lock
il 6" 3" HT 6'3" HT 6' 3" HT 6'2" HT 5'8" HT 6'5"
T 123kg WT 123kg WT 121kg WT 105kg WT 80kg WT 118kg
DOE  06/01/86 DOB  06/01/85 DOB 18/05/88 DOB 14/04/92 DOB_ 12/10/85 DOB  07/04/92
-4 RS HONOURS HONOURS HONOURS HONOURS HONOURS
Wales Tonga England Scotland
= = SPONSOR SPONSOR SPONSOR SPONSOR SPONSOR
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POS Hooker POS  Back Row POS Centre POS Hooker POS Centre POS Prop
2il 6'2" HT 6'3" HT 6'0" HT 6' 0" HT 6'2" HT 61
T 108kg 105kg WT 91kg WT 108kg WT 90kg WT 119kg
D08 18/11/87 11/09/94 DOB  05/07/90 DOB  30/04/87 DOB 01/04/90 DOB  20/07/89
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RENISHAW AVAILABLE CALL
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DOB  16/04/90 DOB  11/09/96 DOB 19/04/85 DOB 14/04/89 DOB 15/11/88
HONOURS ONOURS HONOURS HONOURS HONOURS
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SPONSOR SPONSOR SPONSOR SPONSOR
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— ’
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2
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SPONSOR SPONSOR MANAGER

AVAILABLE CALL
01452 872 257

18

AVAILABLE CALL
01452 872 257

AVAILABLE CALL
01452 872 257
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6 A GLOUCESTEH .
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DAN

BOB ‘ - : § ROB
STEWART PARKINSON

HEAD OF SENIOR STRENGTH AND SENIOR PHYSIO
MEDICAL ANALYST CONDITIONING SPONSOR
SERVICES OR COACH —

SPONSOR
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91452 872257 01452 872 257 01452 872 257 01452 872 257 01452 872 257 01452 872 257
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WILSON "™ MCNALLY =] HABERSHON

KITMAN CLUB DOCTOR SPORTS HUMAN
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S T SPONSOR
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Wcoi t i GLOUCESTER (=)

elcome home, squeezed against the best of “We made some bad decisions
Gloucester. It was the Premiership, we will have to tonight from deep but we made
worth the wait. see whether they own the same some good decisions too. That's
After the mire of guts, and guile, to keep the type the growth of the team, isn't it?
last winter, it has been an intrigue of sustained pressure Glasgow You eventually want to make 100
for many to see how they would inflicted at bay before mounting a per cent good decisions.
adapt over the summer. serious assault. ! : ;
“I think patience is hugely
On the evidence against Glasgow Afterwards, Laurie Fisher spoke important. You need to stay in the
on Friday night, there is definitely about the patience in this group, fight and, while it is an 80-minute
an air of confidence brewing in this  which rallied after a first-half game and we had two or three
squad, which, although has seen barrage to run away 33-19 victors. good try-scoring opportunities in

the first half off limited possession,
with some more patience we could
have had three tries on the board.”

changes in personnel, is said to be

growing more in tune “We have changed the shape of

our game, which the guys are

Looking ahead, it is difficult to coming to grips with," Fisher, the

gauge what will come of the Gloucester Head Coach, explained.  The plan, if you remember, was
season. An indication will certainly "And, again, we also want to initially to play this final pre-season
come against Leicester Tigers be ambitious if the conditions fixture on Saturday afternoon
under Friday lights at Kingsholm are good to play from a little bit rather than an earlier kick-off on
again; their visitors arriving off the deeper. Friday evening.

back of a 12-try thriller at Welford
Road, which saw Richard Cockerill's
charges edge the Ospreys 42
points to 38.

Five tries for Gloucester were
deserved and proves this team
is looking to develop a bolder
game plan this season. When

“| think patience is
hugely important. You
need to stay in the
fight and, while it is

an 80-minute game
and we had two or
three good try-scoring
opportunities in the
first half off limited
possession, with some
more patience we
could have had three
tries on the board.”

_ . . . www.gloucesterrugby.co.uk tickets@gloucesterrugby.co.uk
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ou know that
Lewcester are a very
strong team and

2t they will bring
many good things to
®nasholm. But at least
we have been able to
show we can defend
strongly, execute well
n attack and show a
s=al fighting spirit.”

When it was known that
Soucester would start their
s==son by playing for the BT
tameras on three consecutive
Ssays. the decision was made to
Sea the Glasgow clash forward by
% Sours to give the players more
Seme to heal and prepare for their
Ss=mership opener.

“We had a six-day turnaround
Setore the Glasgow match and, in
s==ms of training and the intensity,
we have mirrored exactly what we
would be doing in a normal game
wesk " Fisher continued.

“We have now gone into a seven-
22y segment. We know what we
want to train for and what kind of
@e=nsity we want to train at and
we have had a good opportunity to
%==t that out this week. | think we
®awe put ourselves in a good frame
oFf mind.”

% was a relief to see Gloucester still
=ading as the half-time interval
ciosed in. A Matt Scott breakaway
&y earlier in the half contradicted
#he flow of play and didn't do much
%0 change the tide as Glasgow
semained relentless.

Scores either side of the half from
#&lex Dunbar and Peter Horne
eventually gave the visitors the
%ead. However, it was another
Scotsman in the shape of Greig
Laidlaw who set Gloucester on
their way with a try of his own.

Although a late response from
Sean Lamont gave Glasgow hope,
tries from Tom Marshall, Callum

f gloucesterrugby W @gloucesterrugby

Braley and, finally, Elliott Creed
compounded the victory.

While there will be many times this
season when Gloucester will have
the decision to make with their
backs against the wall - whether to
wield or wither with danger at their
door - it was encouraging to see
them capitalise on their hard graft
in the opening half by letting rip in
the second.

“We have certainly got an ambition
to attack better than we did last
year," Fisher continued. “Tim Taylor
(backs coach) has done a lot of
work on core skills - the basic
catch-pass and our alignments - to

be able to hold our feed and to get
the ball through our hands.

"You know that Leicester are a
very strong team and that they
will bring many good things to
Kingsholm. But at least we have
been able to show we can defend
strongly, execute well in attack and
show a real fighting spirit.

“Conditioning wise, we look to be
ahead of where we were last year
and, again, | think we have got a
really good understanding of what
our prep-week now looks like to
give us the best chance to perform
on any given weekend.”

The Citizen is avaiable daily
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GLOUCESTER RUGBY

HERITAGE

Peter Ford

This season we will be showcasing the wealth of back row
talent that has played for the Gloucester club and where better
to start than with Mr Gloucester Rugby himself, Peter Ford?

Peter played for five seasons

as captain of Gloucester and
many times as captain of
Gloucestershire, for Western
Counties against the Wallabies,
the Springboks (as captain) and
the All Blacks, for the Barbarians
and finally, when all hope of an
international cap seemed gone,
for England throughout the 1964
International Championship.

In all, he played a staggering 507 1
XV games for Gloucester (the first
of five players to achieve the 500
figure) and 46 for Gloucestershire,
scoring 156 tries for the club.

Peter Ford was born in Gloucester
on 2nd May 1932 and educated

at Central Modern School. He
played for the school side but
describes himself modestly as “just
an ordinary player." After school

he played for local club Gordon
League RFC before coming to
Kingsholm in 1951 as a 19-year-old.

Most young players serve an
apprenticeship in the United

side, but Peter’s potential was
recognised immediately and after
just one second team game at
Bream he made his 1t XV debut at
Stroud on 13 September. He went
on to make 31 appearances that
season, scoring seven tries.

After 21 games, players were
awarded their club badge and Peter
describes himself on the Saturday
night when he received the badge
“"walking around town, showing my
chest, my badge on my blazer -
and | was the kiddie!"

In his second season the young
Peter Ford played in all of

Gloucester's 42 games and was
among the club’s leading try
scorers with 15 tries. His lack of
weight and gangling appearance
belied his pace and strength and
it was soon obvious that the club
had something special in the
young blind side flanker.

County honours quickly followed
in 1953 and he played throughout
a successful season in which
Gloucestershire went down
narrowly to Middlesex 6-9 in

the semi-final at Twickenham,
with Peter scored their only try.
As a result of his outstanding
performances for Gloucestershire,
he was named as a reserve for
the international against France in
Paris.

Peter Ford was elected club captain
in 1955 at the age of 23. He went
on to lead Gloucester for five
seasons, stepping down for a year
in 1958-59 when veteran hooker
Cyril Thomas took over in his final
season with the club. Peter was an
uncompromising captain who led
by example. The rugby was tight,

www.gloucesterrugby.co.uk || tickets@gloucesterrugby.co.uk
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@sed on the pack and half-backs
nc attacks were from short range.

ecember 1957 he played in

=stern Counties’ 9-8 victory over
fouring Australians at Bristol

= first-ever victory by a side

the South West against an

ational touring side. It was a

for the pack described by

= Times as "mud-stained heroes”

which Ford played his part.

=ss happy memory was of

Jecember 1961 when he captained

= Western Counties side in which

was the only Gloucester player,

! gside nine players from Bristol,
> 2 42-0 defeat by the touring

aringboks at Kingsholm.

=rational honours still did not
tome his way, although in Easter

= following year he was called up
o play for the Barbarians against
Wewport on their Easter tour,
‘scoring a try on his Barbarians
2=out. This paved the way for
1953-64 - his great season.

Seter Ford was chosen to play for
Sossibles against Probables in the
#est England trial at Bedford on

- December 7 and followed this up
%=n days later with an outstanding
g=me for Western Counties in their
22-14 defeat by the All Blacks at
Srstol.

& New Zealand rugby
“orrespondent wrote in The
Times that, “Not for many a day
W spectators forget the clever
W&tie grubber kick by which Ford
@rected the ball to Lewis to give
S the first try within 60 seconds
oF the kick-off.” Western Counties
‘were still leading 11-8 with only
8 minutes remaining and “Ford,
Sollitt and Smith of the Counties’
Sack row were lightning fast in
“their tackles.”

== then had another fine game

o The Rest against England in
e Final Trial at Twickenham on
December 21 but, despite press
support, missed selection for the
‘nternational against the All Blacks.

- England were outplayed and
outmanoeuvred in a 14-0 defeat

i 3

and at last the selectors turned to
Ford. He greeted the news with
disbelief, having convinced himself
that his moment had gone.

Peter played for England
throughout the 1964 International
Championship. Nearly 32 when
the call finally came that many felt
should have come years before,
he was only ever going to be a
short term selection. However,
few would argue that he acquitted
himself well.

The following season Peter played
40 games for Gloucester and
captained Gloucestershire in all
five championship matches. The
following paragraph from a report
in The Times of October 1964

on the Devon v Gloucestershire
County Championship match says
itall:

The patriarchal figure of Ford, the
Gloucestershire captain, who won
his first England cap at a time when
most players are thinking of giving
up the game, led Devon a merry
dance until he was forcibly led from
the field with an unpleasant gash

in his pate. But he got his own way
with those offering succour on the
touchline, and re-entered the fray
so heavily bandaged that he looked
like a creature from outer space.

Gloucestershire won the game 37-
0, arare event in the closely-fought
South West group, and Peter was
enjoying himself too much to stay
off the field for long.

Peter Ford announced his
retirement in August 1965, but

was back within a month to play
in a 9-3 victory over Bristol when
Gary White was injured. He played
in eight 1** XV games that season
before returning to retirement.

But, the following season, when
Gloucester were beset by injuries,
he played in a further fifteen
games followed by seven in March
and April 1968, playing his last
game in the final match of the
season at Exeter. It was during
this autumn period of his playing
career that he passed the magic
figure of 500 appearances, the first
of five Gloucester players to reach
that goal.

By then a committee man, Peter
continued to travel to away games
with his boots. Ever willing to turn
out when needed, he played his
final 2" XV game at the age of 38.

He went on to serve the club in
many capacities - team secretary,
grounds committee, chairman

of selectors, trustee of the club,
Chairman and most recently as
President from 2003 to 2008. After
stepping down as President, he
continued to be the welcoming
face of Gloucester Rugby by
entertaining the committees of
visiting teams.

Peter served England, not only as a
player, but also as an administrator
- he was the Gloucestershire
representative on the RFU
committee, and an England
selector for four seasons.

l‘gloucesterrugby W @gloucesterrugby
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BURNING
DESIRE

READYING FOR A NEW SEASON,
BILLY'BURNS IS ONE OF MANY IN THE

GLOUCESTER RUGBY SQUAD IMPATIENTLY L
WAITING FOR THE FIRST WHISTLE AHEAD OF
ANOTHER ALL ACTION CAMPAIGN.

A’knee injury suffered in Marc} the shirt'on,litlis an opportunity to
meant that th aker put your claim down on the shirt
has had an ex ed preseasor and hopefully I've done that.
making this evening's return tc
action feel as though it's beer
long time coming

Burns.h 1d an eventful summer
with house-mate and partner-
in=crime Bill Meakes returning to
Handed the number ten shirt for Australia, and the fly half w S
the opening pair of preseason run buddy well, With focus firm
outs, Burns is determined to snatch futyre:

hance with b hands to steer

itesinto the new It has been strange to be fair, w:

were pretty much'sewn together
and did everything as apair. It's one
of those things,it.is what rugby
s all.about, you're going to lose

i ng the way.

his

een nice to have
ins forthe first few
on games, and
really know w
re thinking in the games, Bill oing well over there already
ryone is getting a run Elgle on off season at
moment, so I'msure he's put on a
stuff.

We're always incontact which'is
t! Itis part and parcel of the
1 I've got plenty of

K gloucesterrugby W @gloucesterrugby 41
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friends at the club, and as much as it might sound
horrible to say, you've got to move on pretty quickly,
but he's a great guy!”

Following injury, Burns has been able to get stuck into
his recovery and then into the preseason schedule, and
he reveals it's been a hugely beneficial one, with slight
changes to the routine proving positive.

"It's been awesome, |'ve really enjoyed it. | haven't been
around for too many preseasons, but it's probably been
the best one I've been involved in. Everything that we're
doing in training is relevant to the eighty minutes on
the pitch.

“Dan (Tobin) coming in and shortening the sessions,
making them a lot sharper and quicker has been great
and everyone has put in a massive shift.

“The coaches have been clear with their messaging and
players have been able to work on what they want us to
do so we can get in and get out and get it done well”

Many Gloucester supporters may still see Burns as

a junior member of the squad, but now in his fourth
senior season, that role has changed. As such, Burns
notes that it is a weird one to see younger players
coming into the team, with his changing role being an
exciting one.

“It probably only hit me the other day, you see a squad
getting announced and the likes of Elliott Creed and

_ . . . www.gloucesterrugby.co.uk tickets@gloucesterrugby.co.uk
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owd Evans are involved, who are a
of years younger than me,
t only seemed like yesterday

T it was me.

% = great to see, Gloucester

Was always been a club that

&= brought guys through the
Beademy, with the likes of Henry
eeder and Jonny May, those guys
Save led the way.

s especially great to see local
woung talent coming through. It's
& Ittle bit strange, being here for
= couple of years, and I'm trying
% cevelop my role and become
= leader, just like all good number
s have to be. It's taken some
S2wusting but I'm taking my time
@ settling in pretty well with
-y

e influences on a young player
\e=n often be hard to find, but for
Surms, the fortune of having such
= plethora of options has been
r=at, and he admits that he has
Been lucky with the amount of
Wformation and tips that he has
Been able to absorb during his
Z=velopment.

“ve always said, and it's a question
Y get asked a lot, but | have been
Siessed with the amount of people
#hat | have had in front of me or
@round me to learn off.

“¥ou look at James Hook, | don't
s=ally have to say too much about
#m, he's an outstanding player
and he's capped so many times by
Wales, as well as Greig who has
plenty of experience at fly half.

“Then there is Tim Taylor who is
obviously now our backs coach, |
was lucky enough to play alongside
Tim when | was younger, and he
has always influenced me.

*2nd, of course, there is David
‘Humphreys) who is a world class
mternational fly-half, and he has
been there and done it so it is
awesome to learn from him too.

§ gloucesterrugby W @gloucesterrugby

“I just try and take as much
information from them as | can, and
they're all keen to find out my views
on things as well.”

And of course, the family
element
comes into the
conversation.
With elder brother Freddie now
representing the Tigers, the
opportunity to go head to head
arises, with Kingsholm the venue
now, a far cry from the pitches of
Combe Down RFC.

“It is always a weird one! This week
leading up to Leicester in the last
three seasons has been a strange
one as you are trying to analyse
them and pick their weaknesses.

“If | get the chance to play against
Freddie, it will be great. We got the
chance to do it a few seasons ago
at Welford Road, but the important
thing is to put it at the back of my
mind, and get on with the job.

“It's been
awesome, |'ve
really enjoyed

it. | haven't

been around

for too many
preseasons, but
it's probably been
the best one I've
been involved in."

“He is obviously going well at
Tigers, but I'm trying to create my
own path here, so as much as we're
both very supportive of each other,
we're both on our own paths and
I'm sure there will be no love lost
and we'll both be battling it out.”
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inally... we're back. Maybe
it's an age thing, but it
seems a mighty long time
since the final whistle went
in our last game of the season -
we limped out of the term after
a defeat by Northampton Saints
if you remember. Or maybe you
would rather forget.

To be honest | tend to switch off
a bit from the rugby during the
summer - | need a few months to
catch up with all the things that |
neglect between September and
May - so am playing a bit of catch
up with who's who.

KINGSHOLM NEWS

It seems that a lot has changed since then - a sharp
new home kit that is a throwback to the classic
Gloucester shirt of old that has gone down well
judging by the number of people wearing them
around town.

We've got - or will be getting - a swanky new ‘Fanzone"
that sounds like it will be a lot of fun; had the second
beach rugby tournament - even though the nearest
beach is miles away - amazing what you can achieve
with a few tonnes of sand and a bit of imagination. It's
a great event though, and the youngsters clearly love
it - and some not so youngsters too.

And we've got a bunch of new players, all sporting the
identikit 'l failed the milk test’ haircut which makes
them a bit hard to distinguish from each other. I'll

www.gloucesterrugby.co.uk tickets@gloucesterrugby.co.uk
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==tch up soon enough, but in the
meantime if those around me can
wculge me by pointing out various
m=w faces that would be very
Selpful.

Weve also got the celebrations
@ound the 125th anniversary of
2ur first game at Kingsholm to
Wook forward to. The special shirt

= s=emingly built on a hybrid of
Cinderford and Waikato - modelled
& the colours the club were
wearing at the time (i.e. pre the
“Sorrowing’ of the colours from
==nswick RFC - is also very posh.
¥ hearing rumours of what's
@ianned - it all sounds very exciting
and definitely something to look
Sorward to.

"Amazing what you can achieve with a few
Fiaving a bit of time away does tonnes of sand and a bit of imagination. Its a

make the start of the season all
#9at bit more exciting, so walking
| =0 the ground for last week's

great event though, and the youngsters clearly
love it - and some not so youngsters too.”

Sendly against Glasgow got the

[ Biood pumping a bit faster. It

| wasn't just me either, a terrific turn
wut for a friendly game - more
people that most clubs in the
=semiership will get for a first team
Sxture.

¥ was an entertaining game too,
=ven though | think we made
2bout 112 substitutions during the
course of the 80 minutes. Perhaps
& was the fact that it was early in
e season and everyone was a
&t fresher, but we seemed to play
2t a tremendous pace. If that's

2 portent of the season to come

% could be a very exciting few
months ahead of us.

We don't have a World Cup to play
mavoc with the season this year,
0 a bit of normality has returned.
_ke last year we start our home
campaign with match on TV and

2 Friday evening game against
one of the usual fancied teams

- Saracens last year (a two point
defeat - we were hard done by),
_eicester this year.

The big difference is that we don't
have to wait until October for our

f gloucesterrugby W @gloucesterrugby

first home game! It does seem a very long time ago
since the World Cup, give it a few more months and
I'll have just about finished paying for all the tickets |
bought!

Last term Leicester beat us by a single point when
they came down to Castle Grim. A converted try with
about a minute and a half to go was enough to sneak
the win. One of many similar results we had last
season - hopefully we've put those behind us.

Without wanting to dwell on last season for too long.
we lost out on more than a few games by a just a few
points and we watched our season disappear. But the
great thing about sport is there is always next time.
And this is next time - a whole new season of next
times.

| know there are some supporters who are
disappointed that we did not bring in some ‘big name'
signings. | don't necessarily see this as a bad thing,
having ‘superstar’ players is no guarantee of success

- just ask Bath supporters about their season. For me
it's all about teamwork, so getting the right fit in the
right places is the most important thing.

So we go into the season full of hope - yes | know,
hope can kill a man - but that's what we have to do,
isn'tit? That's why we renew our season tickets every
year, that's why we get nearly 8,000 people at a pre-
season friendly, that's why every other club in the
Premiership wishes they had supporters like ours.

Don't let us down... Please
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challenged
to drink
eight pints

of milk or
the boys
would
shave my
head”
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ACTION REPLAY SATURDAY 20 AUGUST TALLAGHT STADIUM ATT 1,866

Leinster Rugby

GLOUCESTER
RUGBY

First Half

Tom Marshall;

David Halaifonua
Matt Scott, Billy
Twelvetrees, Henry
Purdy; Billy Burns,
Willi Heinz (capt)
Paddy McAllister,
Richard Hibbard, Paul
Doran-Jones; Mariano
Galarza, Tom Savage
Ross Moriarty, Jacob
Rowan, Gareth Evans

Second half

David Halaifonua,
Elliott Creed, Andy
Symons, Mark
Atkinson, Lloyd
Evans; James Hook
Callum Braley
Cameron Orr, Darren
Dawidiuk, John Afoa
(capt); Alex Craig, Joe
Latta, Lewis Ludlow,
Dan Thomas, Ben
Morgan

www.gloucesterrugby.co.uk || tickets@gloucesterrugby.co.uk
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ACTION REPLAY ' FRIDAY 26 AUGUST ' KINGSHOLM STADIUM |  ATT 8,231

Gloucester Rugby 33

Gloucester rounded off their
preseason preparations with a
hard-fought 33-19 victory over
Glasgow Warriors at Kingsholm
last Friday evening, a match which
was the proverbial game of two
halves.

The Cherry and Whites ended up
running in five tries in total, but

1 the ball in the first

ly mor
and territory.

They were helped by Gloucester's
tendency to gi

almost as n as they had gained
thing you couldn't fault

s their tenacity in defence - the

it, but on

tackling was ferocious.

GLOUCESTER
RUGBY

Tom Marshall, Charlie
Sharples, Matt Scott,
Billy Twelvetrees,
Henry Purdy, Billy
Burns, Greig Laidlaw;
Yann Thomas,
Richard Hibbard,
John Afoa; Joe Latta,
Mariano Galarza;
Ross Moriarty, Matt
Kvesic, Ben Morgan

Replacements
Darren Dawidiuk,
Paddy McAllister,
Paul Doran-Jones
Tom Denton; Lewis
Ludlow, Callum
Braley, James Hook;
Mark Atkinson, Alex
Craig, Dan Thomas,
Andy Symons,
Gareth Evans, Elliott
Creed, Lloyd Evans,
David Halaifonua,
Charlie Beckett

www.gloucesterrugby.co.uk

: took the le
the run of play. It wa

ored the try, Matt S , as t
summer signing gleefully picked
off a loose Glasgow pass and
crossed under the posts.

up everything that
v could throw at them.
hing had to give and it came
in the form of Charlie Sharples
being yellow carded.

reakthrough
half time
Gloucester,
An attempted
down and
Alex Dunbar pounced on the loose
ball

tickets@gloucesterrugby.co.uk
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Tom Foley, a man with

a lot of Premiership
experience behind him
took control of this

one and kept things
moving as best he could
although Gloucester
were penalised a lot in
the first half and Glasgow
likewise in the second.

The only moment of
real interest was Charlie
Sharples seeing yellow
for fielding the ball in an
offside position.

half time, but Glasgow

> the most of the man

intage again straight from the

HEAD COACH

own in the cor

] driving work by the pack

The Cherry and Whites were “We have been fortunate to

efore a lovely delayed pass from § d e
: ) s i looking increasingly dangerous doalotof 150n15in training

son put Marshall through for

; < when attacking from deep, and and try to simulate the live
third try and a 21-12 lead 3 F :

Callum Braley was next to score speed opposition bring at us.
after a breakout from their own

: On the end of live speed, you
EUR :

get hit and it brings a whole
The game looked dead at 26-12 new level to it and we found
but Glasgow dusted themselves against Leinster last week
off and carved out a neat try for and again this week (against
Sean Lamont, a neat inside pass Glasgow) that they were very
creating an opening that the hard at the breakdown.

g - ; v vinger wasn't going to turn down. ;
g ‘-ﬂ : ; ’ It definitely gives you a
y However, it was to be Gloucester's different feeling but | felt we
[ g TSUBISH MOTOR owey \ to be Glouceste different feeli g bt felt w
night and they had the last word were able to adapt in the
when Elliott Creed scampered second half, so again | think it

will stand us in od stead

Ei gloucesterrugby W @gloucesterrugby
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