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Why didn’t we think of
this one at Coventry
recently?

On 21st January 1961,
Gloucester visited Wasps and
lost 10-6, the referee explaining
that, “...the match was played 35
minutes each way at the request
of the Gloucester skipper who
stated on arrival that they wished
to catch an early train home”.

Do You Love Wing
Forwards?

Tom Voyce, arguably the
greatest of Gloucester players,
revolutionised the role of the
wing forward in the 1920s. He:
transformed the flanker from being
just another member of the pack
of forwards to a specialist ball-
winner who broke quickly, chased
down the backs and added speed
to physicality.

He received plaudits aplenty for
his exploits, earning titles such as
“The Scourge of the Welsh" and
“The Father of Wing Forwards". His
England captain, Wavell Wakefield
said that he always wrote Tom's
name first onto the team sheet.

His exploits for the British
Isles teams in South Africa
in 1924 were legendary, and
long remembered, When the
Springboks visited Kingsholm
in 1960, their Manager, Ferdie
Berch, said how pleased he was
to have the opportunity to meet
Tom, who he described as “...the
originator of the more, how shall
| say, robust type of play. He laid
the foundations of the play today.”

Putting aside the fact that
Rugby League exterminated
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DID YOU
KNOW?

wing forwards as a species, not
everyone in the union game was
a fan either. Dai Gent, who played
scrum half for Gloucester and
England, and later became rugby
correspondent of the Sunday
Times, was quite schizophrenic
about his friend, Tom Voyce.

He wrote in 1932: “| hate all
‘'wing' forwards as a class. | think
their type has been a curse to the
game. But if the gods will send
you a couple of geniuses in that
special position at the same time,
then you are a fool not to take
what they give you! Voyce and
Price were great players both, and
of different types, though 'wing'
forwards, and | could see much
reason for playing both these
delightful people, and | was only
sorry they were 'wing' forwards!"

Ah! Those were the Days
for Forward Play

On Christmas Day 1875, the
Gloucester Chronicle carried
a report of a match between
Gloucester and Ross. Although
played, as today, as a 15-a-side
game, 10 players on each side
were forwards, with 2 backs, 1
three-quarter-back and 2 half-
backs.

The report reads as follows: A
more equal game or more sharply-
contested match could not have
taken place than this, which was
played at Ross on Friday last,
according to Rugby Union rules.
The result was a draw, neither side
scoring any point. The forwards
on both sides played up well and
the tackling was very good, so that
few runs were made, and long and



fierce scrimmages were the order
of the day."

Dodgy Masseur

Before the start of the 1948-49
season, Tom Day, the Player’s
Representative on the Club
Committee, reported that the
players would like the Club to
appoint a Club Masseur. This
was agreed in principle, but the
candidate put forward could “not
be entertained” by the Committee,
for reasons not specified.

" The players were asked to
propose someone else, but no
suitable candidate could be found,
so the committee minutes record
that, “...it was agreed to let the
matter lie on the table”.

Gloucester’s First
International Referee

The first Gloucestershire referee
to be appointed for an international
match was Mr. G. A. Roberts of
Gloucester. He refereed the France
v. Wales international in Paris on
27th March 1924. Wales won 10-6.

What do you think the

captains say to one

another as they run out?
When Gloucestershire

played Lancashire in the final

of the County Championship at

Kingsholm in 1947, Jack Heaton,

the Lancashire skipper, decided
he would like a bet on the result
of the game. But there was only
half an hour to kick-off so he was
unable to leave the dressing-room
to find a bookmaker.

Then he remembered that the
redoubtable Gloucester captain,
“Digger” Morris, was a bookmaker.
So, as the teams walked down the
tunnel, Jack asked “Digger” if he
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would take a £1 bet on Lancashire
winning, and Digger immediately
agreed, giving him odds of 6-4 on.

Later it was a happy Lancashire
skipper who celebrated his team's
victory, 14-3, with the winnings he
had collected from “Digger”.

Can You Name the 1978
Team?

In 1978 Gloucester started the
same fifteen players in all five
rounds of the John Player Cup
on their way to a 6-3 win over
Leicester in the final. The team
contained eight internationals, two
of them British Lions.

The team was: Peter Butler
(fullback), Bob Clewes and
Richard Mogg (wings), Richard
Jardine and Brian Vine (centres),
Chris Williams (outside half),

Paul Howell (scrum half), Gordon
Sargent and Mick Burton (props),
Steve Mills (hooker), Steve Boyle
and John Fidler (locks) and John
Watkins, John Simonett and Viv
Wooley (back row). Only Scotsman
John Simonett was not a product
of Gloucestershire rugby.

VITAL ROLE OF
GOAL KERS

| JOHN PLAYER
CUP FINAL

Twickenham April 15th 1978 K.O.at 330p.m

Gloucester v Leicester
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