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GLOUCESTER RUGBY

HERITAGE

GLOUCESTER
RUGBY

SEASON 1981-82
Captain Steve Mills
Played 48

Won 41

Lost 3

Drawn 4

For 1024

Against 300

as this the greatest
season in the

season in the amate
speak for themselves
Smith, captained by Ste , Wit
Mike Nicholls as team manager, the club
carried all before them

Gloucester were the first English club for
five years to win the Daily Mail Anglo-
Welsh merit table and reached the John
Player Cup Final at Twickenham, drawing |
the match after extra time and sharing |
the cup. They were a young side (the
average age of the team that played at
Twickenham was 25) full of promising
players, whose coach’s philosophy was to

England;
d in the
eway 1980,
No 8 Mike
Teague 1989 and 1993) toured with
the British Lions and lock John Orwin
went on to captain England on the
1988 tour of Australia. Hooker Steve
Mills and lock John Fidler had been

| force botha

tour of

t against
prop

) 3s to form part of
anall-G ter front row in the first
984 tour of South Africa

d the international front five, the

v of Teague, John Gadd and Mike
Longstaff were an outstanding t
key to the team’s success. M
then just 22, wa

scoring 20 t
scorer. The d

d cap while Lo
back and the uns|
had the pace to
akdown, setting it up for G

and Teague to take over.




At scrum half, the promising Steve
Baker, again only 22, who already

had 100 games behind him, ed a
sound partnership with county fly half
Les Jones. In the threequarters, wings
Richard Mogg, a veteran at 26, who had
been capped by England at every level
save full international, and the elusive
Welshman Phil Pritchar
tries, played alongside the
hard-tackling Paul Tay
Steve Parsloe. Full b
241 points including s
season

ructible

creative

During the season, notable a
wins were achieved at Leicester,
Northampton, Moseley, Bedford,
Neath, Coventry, London Scotti
Bath. Ten tries were scored at home

Oxford University and six each against

P Blakeway, R SEATED: P Pritchard, k

first half,
in the secor
two tries to ni
Ford, after a break f
Teague. Gloucester v
Coventry in the semi-fina
just as they had been in the
ural competition of 1971-72
he result was emphatic,
dominating the lineout
/e, won 18-9, with
ritchard and Steve

GLOUCESTERRUGBY.CO.UK 39

) 5 of ten years
ster controlled

long periods, but
netration and
game was a dull 9-9 draw (3
Ities apiece) at the final whistle,
resulting in extra time. A fine Perry
drop goal early in the second period

off a post, and the
ared for the only time in

Not only was 1981-82 a triumphant
season for the 1st XV, but Gloucester
United, under the captaincy of John
Haines, won 31 of their 35 games, only
narrowly losing four.



