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THE PERFECT
GLOUCESTER RUGBY CHRISTMAS
tiodvxesd PRESENT FOR
THE KINGSHOLM
FAITHFUL

f you enjoyed our book on
Kingsholm, then the next

Gloucester Rugby Heritage
due out shortly
at a discounted price ir
shops at Kingsholm a
The book launch will be adv
the Club and GRH websites, and th
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before Christmas

The Gloucester Club played their first
match at Kingsholm in October 1891
Within @ month both Internatic
County Trial matches had been

the new ground. It was soon established WW?2 wartime
as a venue regularly favoured by the internationals,
rugby authorities, and remains so to this and fixtures

day. After England acqu
headquarters, Kingsholm
“Twickenham of \

ermanent during the

By Male King
“Representative R t 0 es
records the many are ed. Ip With Dick Williams
over the past 125
involving inte
invitational sides

brought the best rugby players in the
world to show off their skills and savour |
the atmosphere at Kingsholm. Many
regard having “I played at Kingsholm” on
their CV._as one of the highlights of their
rugby careers



schoolboy internationals as well. Details
and statistics on every one of these
matches are recorded in the book

For the best part of a century the
County match was the big match of the
season, with Gloucestershire enjoying
unparalleled success. The first County
Championship Final staged at Kingsholm
was in 1902, a 3-9 loss to Durham, but

success soon followed when Yorkshire
were defeated 23-0 in the 1910 final.
Thereafter, Gloucestershire enjoyed
golden periods between the wars, [
winning three successive Championships
in 1920-22 and again in 1930-32

Don Rutherford in 1973 to celebrate
the centenary of the Club, when a
star-studded team including the likes of
Pierre Villepreux, John Dawes and David
erformed their magic. Yet

richly i

his book,

But perhaps the most persistently
successful period came during the
fifteen seasons, 1269-84, when
Gloucestershire appeared in eight County
Championship finals, including seven in
succession, and won four of them. These
campaigns included many a fine victory
at Kingsholm

Invitational sides have also been eager
to include Kingsholm in their itineraries,
for special celebratory games, Barbarians
matches, or teams such as the Bosuns
or the Irish Wolfhounds. Arguably the
strongest side to play at Kingsholm

was an International XV assembled by
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GLOUCESTER
RUGBY

with a hard cover in large format,
presents many facts and figures, but
most of all it should serve to bring back
memories of great games played by
many of the sport’s best players on the
of Kingsholm. It has been
d by G\OJCES[QF Rugby Heritage,
ty run by volunteers

y Gloucester Rugby and

hallowed turf




