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TO GLOUCESTER RUGBY

- ARTHUR WAS BORN IN GLOUCESTER
~ N 1882, THE SON OF AN INNKEEPER.
HE BECAME A CLERK ON THE MIDLAND

RAILWAY, AND PLAYED SOCCER FOR THE
“ CITY ALBION CLUB ON WHAT IS NOW THE
~KINGSHOLM CAR PARK. HE SWITCHED T0
. RUGBY AND SCORED TWO TRIES ON HIS

ZBUT FOR THE GLOUCESTER 1ST XV
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CONTEMPORARY REPORTS PICTURE ARTHUR TEARING
DOWN THE WING WITH HIS KNEES COMING UP SO HIGH

THAT ANYONE NOT CATCHING HIM JUST RIGHT

WAS KNOCKED FLYING:

“he returned against France in
in 1910 and scored two tries
".Eng}aqdwentontomn the

p S0 high that anyone not
him just right was knocked

Dai Gent, who played with

"...a splendid example of

: of the season was a trip to Toulouse,
which took six days to complete

but resulted in Stade Toulousain 13
Gloucester 18.

Arthur was again captain and leading
try scorer with 23 in 1911-12, and
enjoyed another victory in France

as Stade Frangais were defeated

13-3. Injury then caused him to

retire from the game in 1913, and

he was promptly elected to the Club
committee, but he was talked out of
retirement to play five games in 1913~

: 14, during which he managed to score
: two hat-tricks.

During the Great War, he served on
¢ submarines, but organised a rugby
: team when ashore in Devonport,

and brought them to play at
Kingsholm.

In 1915, Arthur married Ellen

Phillips. Their son, Gordon, had a
distinguished playing career with
Gloucester, and followed his father

as captain‘'and secretary of the Club,
before becoming chairman. Arthur
was keen-on tennis, and his daughter,
Gwendoline, qualified for Wimbledon
0N NuMerous occasions.

: In 1919, Arthur resumed his playing
¢ career with Gloucester, aged 36, was

again top try scorer, including four

: against Bath, and a hat trick against
i 'Cheltenham in his last game to make
¢ it 235 tries in 260 appearances.

A week later, Arthur played his *
final game of rugby, when he

: captained Gloucestershire in
: the County Championship Final

against Yorkshire at Bradford.
Gloucestershire triumphed

« 27-3; but Arthur suffered a

dislocated shoulder, which
ended his playing career

A

: In 1920, the Club appointed =
Arthur as General Secretary .

i
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n‘ianégement of the affairs of the

club” -

He kept a close eye on Kingsholm
during the Second World War, when
it was requisitioned, and after the
war the Club proposed to pay him an
honorarium of £500 for this service,
but Arthur insisted the money be put
into @ Memorial Fund to purchase
rugby pitches for local clubs, and
this resulted in the Memorial Ground
on Tuffley Avenue, used by the Old

Cryptians and Widden Old Boys clubs

to this day.

In 1951, Arthur reminisced on the

¢ 60th Jubilee of the Club playing at
¢ Kingsholm - “I do not begrudge one

minute of the time I have devoted

© to Rugby. To me it has been a labour,
: of love; it has gnvenmesomeofmy

richest memones

Arthur remained as seaeta;y
Club for 42 years, finally télinqtdshi‘
the post in 1962, aged 80. -
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