S8 GLOUCESTER RUGBY SI

" HERITAGE

" SIDSMART WAS A SPECIALIST
. ND8, ALOCAL LAD WITHA
L STARTLING TURN OF SPEED,
;jwﬁo BECAME AN ENGLAND

: the Gloucester side. Very quickly, he
. attracted the attention of the county
¢ selectors, and'Within a few months of -
: starting to play first class rugby, was
selected for Gloucestershire against
Monmouth on 12th October 1911,
and immediately became a permanent
fixture in the slde

erat In1912-13, Sldwasavailaﬂefor
ig. only half of Gloucester’s fixtures,
“ . : because he was in such demand:for
. representative rugby. In the County
s e semi ﬁnal at Klngsholm he was
: out as “a rare worker-in all
o he helped Gloucestershire:
. Q,a,‘tﬁrdﬁoughtGOmn They went.  +
2 win the County Championship.
 foronly the second time witha 14-3 &
ory in the final against Cumb‘erland i




,‘(.

SID WAS MUCH LOVED AS A PERSUNALIIY AT gt
KINGSHOLM, BOTH DURING HIS PLAYING CAREER AND AR
AFTER. THE CROWD TOOK HIM TO THEIR HEARTS FOR ’ ’
HIS TREMENDOUS ENTHUSIASM AND EOMM[TMENT

'w

Fusiliers, but was wounded for a
N l second time, and discharged from
i the Army.

¢ In 1919, Sid married Selina Sandford
i at Lydney, and they had a son,

: Sydney, born in 1920, who later

: became a back row forward and

: played 133 games for Gloucester

i between 1945 and 1950.

' - When rugby resumed at Kingsholm
- : in the 1919-20 season, Sid
: resumed his career with Gloucester,
¢ Gloucestershire and England, helping
: the County to further Championship
~ © glory, beating Yorkshire in the final,
and winning the last three of his
twelve international caps, but how i
: many more might it have been but for :
v ” : five seasons lost during the war? ;
g, and following the speeches, i

ped up on the stage and In 1920-21, Sid scored a try in a
ed that he would be joining famous 10-8 victory over Harlequins
. His team mates followed on at Twickenham, and Gloucester trained hard and always gave
nd him, and the stage was inflicted defeats on all four of the big his best. He once demonstmhed .
' swamped with volunteers, . Welsh clubs, a very rare feat for an fitness by walking from’Gloucestd' 3
m%nmd to serve alongside . English club. Sid was still a fixture in to Pershore to take part in a sports
heroes. When order had been . the County side, contributing to their meeting, won the race, and w;’ i :
ed, SO many signed on that . retention of the County Championship, : all the way home ] 37
h Glosters went through the i beating Leicestershire 31-4 in the final I ‘
ith two battalions rather than ¢ atKingsholm. ¥ | He was made a life member of
even then some were still ! - the Gloucester club retained
so were sent off to join the  * Sid was Club captain for the 1921- ; association with the Club throug
ers, much to their dismay. ¢ 22 season, and kept his place with © his life and was a popular figure
: the County, playing in the 8-8 draw round Kingsholm PR
in France on 29th March | against Surrey at Richmond in the T
promoted to Lance- . semi-final, in the 30-0 win in the Even m he was in his eighues,
d subsequently to i replay at Kingsholm, and in the continued to serve the Club he W
e qualified as a Brigade . final at Villa Park, Birmingham, asa MM in the grandstand at

;. where Gloucestershire selected nine m‘And that is where he died
- Gloucester players and defeated = on 25th January 1969, aged 81 - just
North Midlands 19-0. This completed before haif-time in the Gloucester
Sid's career with the County - 26 v Cambndge University match, he
~ appearances and four county ognapaed fell down 3 and
. championship winners’ medals, three dead on arrival at the

otﬂtemmoonsecubveseasons ,... . A.m wasbunedinCmeyHIl i;
S'&db!ayedln340fthedub§$3,

 matches in 1922-23, but tmm"
effectively his last sewom He
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f WWI during which he made
apmalanes .
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