GLOUCESTER RUGBY
HERITAGE

By August the 1914-15 fixture
list had been finalised and both
players and spectators alike were
eagerly awaiting the new season.

* Although war was predicted,

its impact was unexpected as
the Gloucester Rugby Club
announced on 2 September that
the season was cancelled as it

- was unable to field any sort of

XV.

,'ﬂ"Thoseplayers who had previously

served in the Army had, as
Reservists,been immediately
recalled to the Colours and
nY ‘were now in France.
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- THROUGHOUT THE GREAT WAR FRUM
RECRUITMENT, TO ACTIVE SERVICE AND !
HOME FRONT MORALE, THE GLOUCESTER *
RUGBY CLUB AND ITS PLAYERS ACTIVELY
'PLAYED THEIR PART" WITHIN THE CITY. 48

(Wiltshire)
by the

- end of
. September.

- As the

: fighting

. intensified
- the

progress

i of the
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. Reservists .

: was followed

- in the newspapers but soon

¢ casualties were reported as

i before Christmas the first players,
. William Hancock and Peter Roach

had been killed in action.

On 9 May 1915 the Club’s

most celebrated player, Henry
(*Harry’) Berry, a former England
International, was killed in action
at Aubers Ridge with the 2nd
Gloucesters. A flurry of letters

“ B2,

from Gloucester men published in
the Citizen, described the charge

towards the German line which
after an advance of 200 yards
into No Man’s Land was halted as

(jﬂe fire decimated the British-

-

L machine gun batteries supported

A The survwors and wounded -
’ 1 o Man’s Land until
ss arrived. Private Thomas

- reputation amongst British *
- and Canadian Army units and -

. challenges were soon issul

- With the team sheet of the

1/5th Gloucesters XV
like the Gloucester Rugby
challengers were vanquished. = =

Once at the front they continue
to be challenged with the games
taking place behind the front
although sometimes within

of the German artillery!

- casualties, the 1/5th Gloi
. XV always fielded a core

Gloucester players and went
undefeated throughoutﬂﬁ ‘
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- steady but spiked in 1916

~ during the Somme Offensive

. when six players were lost on

21duly 1916 alone. The 1/5th
L Gloucesters had been tasked
(. with capturing a German trench
- complex at Poziéres. The attack
- lay overground that was shell-

" holed, uphill and because of

: the contours of the land had
German defenders in front of and
. on both sides; there were also
undiscovered German machine
~~ gun emplacements on the left

\of
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the 1/5th Gloucesters resulted in
failure due to the intensity of the
machine gun and rifle fire and
only five British soldiers managed
to enter the German line. All five
were killed - four of them were
Gloucester rugby players. A fifth
rugby player lay dead in No Man’s
Land. A mile away a sixth player
was killed in an attack at High
Wood by the 8th Gloucesters on
; - the same day. As a consequence

‘further battles in 1918 over

the same ground, all six of their

3 graves were lost and they are all
sy Hslgamongst the Missing of the
feid War.
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games at home had

: ‘declared as unpatriotic in

| ¥ 1‘, by December 1916 the

;@‘._,, xGtwemment realised that games
 could boost home front morale

¥ "and send a clear message to

the Germans that normality was

- being maintained.

next two years the
= Rugby Club organised
s at Kingsholm using

| nu,

i gate receipts
. which were
. donated to the

. based Red Cross
. Hospitals within the city.
flank of the attack. The charge by

- Immediately after
the Armistice the

. as the players

¢ back from the war
- as the Army strived
. to demobilise

. vast numbers

. of soldiers. The

¢ first full season

: proper began in
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players either

: home on leave

¢ or recuperating

¢ from wounds to

i play against other
: military-based

: sides. Large

crowds generated

three volunteer-

By the time of the Armistice

on 11 November 1918, thirty
Gloucester players had been
killed, seventeen of which have
no known grave and are listed
amongst the Missing of the Great
War. In addition there were those
severely wounded who would
suffer throughout the rest of
their lives. In recognition of acts

¢ of bravery throughout the war,
. twelve gallantry medals were

awarded to the rugby players.

Club organised a
scratch fixture list
although struggled
to put out teams

gradually came

September 1919.

A number

of players

' returned to

play and

- whereas

;some
completed

‘their rugby

. On 25 June 1920 an oak war

memorial which now hangs in the
Lions Den was unveiled which

. listed the names of eighteen

players who had died in the war.
On 12 September 2013 a new

war memorial bearing the names
of the now known thirty players
who had lost their lives in the
Great War, along with those from
the Boer War and Second World
War, was unveiled on the outside
of Kingsholm Stadium adjacent to
main reception. y
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