GLOUCESTER RUGBY
HERITAGE

WHEN IT WAS FIRST

DON
RUTHERFORD

THE IMMACULATE DON

- ANNOUNCED THAT DON

* RUTHERFORD WOULD BE

. JOINING GLOUCESTER FOR THE
1964-65 SEASON, THERE WAS
A.BUZZ OF ANTICIPATION AT
KINGSHOLM. RECRUITS FROM

-

0l QUTSIDE THE COUNTY WERE

ARE AT THE TIME AND THE

ACQ

SITION OF AN ENGLAND -

'LLBAGKWASABIG EVENT. _‘ -

 “The Don”did not dmpdomt,
- One of England’s first running

* British Lions. He made ten

. appearances for the Barbarians,

SaE - including Easter tours of South
. Wales in 1960, 1963, 1965 and

1968.

", .. Donald Rutherford was born in’

5 '-RAF Wasps, St Luke's Conege EA
and Northumberland during hi;
career, but became most -

sm&er

', - Tynemouth on 22 September
¢ L9373nd educated at Tynemouth

High School. On leaving school

.~he Jomed the local Percy Park |

Club in North Shields
pleting his National

‘LSérvpce in the RAF from 1956-
S he .58 He played fprthe

Fin thQ

. against Cheltenham at Sudbury -
- on 5 October 1957 and played f
- last game at Waterloo on 5 .

. 1958.

- On leaving the service and

returning to Northumberland

~ went back to playing for Percy

Park, but his performances
Wasps and the RAF had caug
the eye of the England selec

v andhehad hlsﬁrst

_© the Whites agalnst the Col
“(scrum half for the
. that trial was Mickey




~
"]

HE WAS A PROFESSIONAL BEFBREHIS’BME HE
ALTERED THE WHOLE WAY-OF TRAINING. HE TAUGHT
TACTICS, DIFFERENT STYLES OF GAME. HE COULD
CHANGE A GAME IN THE MIDDLE OF THE GAME.

"

s . ;
+ against the touring Springboks at ' own views about Bristolians and and he ‘was advised to retire fro.

‘

- Twickenham. - his counterparts at Avonmouth ~ © the game.
. Docks. When the Bristol N
Rutherford then applied to . committee came calling at his . On retiring from rugby he left
- St Luke’s College, Exeter to - house in Sharpness, where Don  : behind a coaching legacy at
~ train as a physical education was staying, he told them in . Gloucester that was built on by
~ teacher. While at St Luke’s he no uncertain terms that “Don - his successors. Tributes from
- played rugby for the college and Rutherford will not be marrying  © his former team-mates abound,
appeared in the annual match my daughter if he joins Bristol,” : notably from two who are not
. against Loughborough College at - and they retired, chastened. . easily impressed.
- the OId Deer Park, Richmond in ;
© 1963. Another future Gloucester - Don made his debut for First Mickey Booth: “Don oW
| captain, Keith Richardson, was Gloucester at Kingsholm, - immediately stamped his classon
| playing for the opposition who . again against Waterloo, on this club. He opened our eyes up /
I won 16-13. Don continued to 5 September 1964. His calm . to what the game was all about.
h}' play for Northumberland and - unruffled approach and genuine I think he made an incredible
- appeared for North East Counties : class impressed from the start. difference.”
- against the All Blacks in January - He in turn, used to playing his
o ; 1964. - club rugby in front of a handful of : And then John Bayliss: “Don yvas
I M* / - people, responded to the crowds : a tremendous asset to Gloucester
I In the summer of 1964, on - and the passion of the Kingsholm  rugby. He was a professiona

q, leaving St Luke's, Don Rutherford  supporters. He was selected for before his time - he alteredmé’

' took a teaching post at Wycliffe  ° Gloucestershire in November and : whole way of training. He
Ooﬂege However, he was . followed this up with selection tactics, different styles of game.
ath:ﬂklng of joining Bristol and : for the first of the 1965 Home He could change a game iinthe.

ET"(

jht never have come to . Internationals. 4 middle of the game. I think he. 1 37
jsholm but for his future brought us forward nQend ” 3
?(i-'_ er-in-law, Jack Bradley, © He was an ever-present for : '
gﬂmwas the harbourmaster - England in the Five Nations from : Constantly. mnovaﬁve and' ays
at Sharpness Docks. Jack, a - 1964 to 1966 and was then  thinking about the game, Don. ,‘.
[ %& uo&er supporter, had his selected to tour Australia - was appointed the RFU’s first . =
- and New Zealand with the professional Technical D:recmr"
, British Lions. He made anddater Director of Rugby w ,ﬁ"w s
his only international - ayear of hanging up his boots,

appearance for the Lions - serving at Twickenham for nearly
against Australia in the - %gygears until retirement in PEe
first test but, on the New : 1 he created coaching
Zealand leg of the tour, and pla. ng programmes that oA
he broke his arm playing by playmg
‘against Manuwatu and cms eworld,
had to be flown home. "‘ k‘me ber of coaching and
He played once more ing manuals and built up
ngland against | NévJ " a nationwide structure from mini
Zealand in 1967. and youth rugby through to the -
wir. ) e nqhonal team. e
'
'Heffetﬁmed 'to Kingsholm i in
‘October 1973, having ass
- an international team of glitt
. talentto play’Gloucesber in
1967-68, playmg ‘vqth centenary game. Y
remarkable conslgheqp' ot :
and scoring 0 k- 8 Donwasawaﬂledtheosr:"- ‘
: ms Ihep ter. : in 200C fhis ©

]




