B GLOUCESTER RUGBY
¥ HERITAGE

A GREAT FAVOURITE WITH THE KINGSHOLM |
CROWD, JAMES SIMPSON-DANIEL, “SINBAD",
WAS THAT RARITY IN THE PROFESSIONAL
GAME — A ONE CLUB MAN. HIS LOW CENTRE |
OF GRAVITY, BEAUTIFUL BALANCEAND
KEEN RUGBY BRAIN MADE HIM ONE OF THE 7
ALL-TIME GREAT WINGERS, THE SCORER .+
OR INSTIGATOR OF SPECTACULAR TRIES. . ¢
BUT HIS CAREER WAS SADLY BLIGHTED BY
ILLNESS AND INJURY AND HE ONLY GAINED. *
! TENCAPS FOR ENGLAND. o
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~ Sinbad played wing or centre for : XV debut was
. Gloucester Rugby from 2000to at Franklins
2013, making 272 appearances = . Gardens,

" and scoring 119 tries. He'scored  Northampton
21 of his tries in the 41 Heineken: * in December
Cup games that he played for the = 2000, when at
club and was the club’s Igdmg . the tender age
try scorer on five occasions. . of eighteen

-

¥ - hecame off
Jarres David $Impson aniel was  the bench to
- born on 30 May 1982 in’, .+ Substitute for

- on Tees. He learned his rugbyat . Jason Little.
. Red House School & Sedburgh ~ - . In his second
' School in the Yorkshire Dales, = ' game against
which has produced a number of = ' Rotherham
top rugby union players including - in #Qagch
Wil Greenwood, Will Carling  * that season,
[ and also Phil Dowson, whom hé = he came off *
. played alongside in the same - ' the bench :
. school XV. While at the school, . agaifafter - T TTET——— TT———— :
- herepresented Yorkshire and the = 25 minutes V> 434

" North East at Under 18 level. ' and scored a superb individual The foltowmg season he feamrq,\

Ao try. His Gloucester career *+ in 21 games for Gloucester;

por ity WNle his s;hoolmatas were was ‘aunéhed He went on to ~ starting in 15, and scored 15.
v Gy attending unlversmpemdays, sjarl: in Gloucester’s defeatby ' tries. He represented England:‘ -
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| and followed it up with a hat trick
in @ premiership game against
| Bath, which Gloucester won
- 68-12. On the strength of these
performances he was selected for
- an England XV to play against the
" Barbarians at Twickenham and,
| four days before his twentieth
birthday, he rounded Jonah Lomu
_ to score a try, which will long
be remembered. To quote The
| Times report on the game:

| “James Simpson-Daniel, giving

| away more than six inches and

| six stone to Lomu, produced one
of the most audacious pieces

of skill you will see on a rugby
field. He left Percy Montgomery
for dead after a dummy scissors
with Phil Christophers... before
beating Lomu so comprehensively
down the right touchline that he
left the big man flapping at thin

| air. He still had to beat one of the
'P: test full backs of the modern
| era, Christian Cullen, to score in

E the corner.”

England’s summer tour of

tina but had to withdraw
ue to a foot injury. This merely
e ed his international debut,

vlhich he made against New

‘;eSIand in November 2002. He
ed in the second Autumn
rnational against Australia

. but was then diagnosed with

glandular fever and missed the

Africa test.

? éurWas chosen two days later

§|x Nations at Twickenham,
:> ring his first international
try For Gloucester, he took
- in both the Powergen Cup
~ Final victory over Northampton
ﬁ‘iﬁ,yihich he scored two tries
| the Zurich Premiership
B .defeat by Wasps. He was
£ for England’s pre-World
“%ﬁﬁ& tour of Australia and
Zealand, but was then one
: of six players who were flown
| from Wellington to Vancouver
E mabolster the England A squad
~ for the inaugural Churchill Cup. -
England won the cup and he
on to play in the second of
Wmatches between England

i and as a result

- England were
. resoundingly

’ _ (asChurchlll Cup wmners) and

Returning home, he started for
England in their 43-9 defeat of
Wales in Cardiff in a World Cup
warm-up game on August 21 but
missed selection to the final 30
for World Cup 2003 because of a
back problem.

Unluckily, injury once again
prevented him from playing a
part in the 2004 Autumn series in
November and he missed further
game time for the build-up to the
2005 Six Nations. He was picked
in the centre for England’s final
2005 Autumn test against Samoa
but a hip injury forced him off at
half-time.

A fine 2005-06 season for
Gloucester, in which he scored
18 tries in 24 games, scoring a
try in Gloucester’s epic European
Challenge Cup win over London
Irish in the final at the Stoop,
led to his making the squad for
England’s tour

of Australia. He
scored two tries

in their win over
the Barbarians

on 28 May but
suffered a dead

leg midweek 4
during training,

missed both
tests, in which

beaten.

. After a series of marvellous

performances for Gloucester
throughout the 2007-08 season,
Simpson-Daniel was named

¢ Guinness Premiership Player of

The Season beating Olly Barkley
and teammate Akapusi Qera.

He joined the England Saxons
squad in Italy in February

and was recalled into the full
England squad for the 6 Nations
international against Scotland on
March 8, but did not play.

Sinbad continued to dazzle the
Kingsholm crowd over the next
three seasons and his consistent
brilliance could not be entirely
overlooked by the England
management. Still on the fringes
of international selection, he was
chosen to be part of the 2011
Rugby World Cup training squad,
but on 1 August was one of five
players released by manager
Martin Johnson.

Once more,
he was beset
by bad luck and fractured his
collarbone in a pre-season match
for Gloucester Rugby, which
greatly reduced his chances of

* playing in the autumn tests.

He was recalled to the England

¢ squad for the 2007 Summer-Tour -
* of South Africa, alongside club

~ colleagues Andy Hazell, Nick

- Wood, Iain Balshaw, Anthony

. Allen and Alex Brown. Coming on
© as a replacement for Balshaw in

- the first test at Bloemfontein, he

¢ scored England’s only try of the

. match, but then fell prey to the

- iliness which afflicted many of the
: England phyers on that tour. The.

Bloemfo in test tg

- Sepf‘efnbel*zaom, announced
rement from professional

: After missing a large’ pért of
. the 2012-13 season due to
- shoulder'surgery, he returned

 Gloucester colours in autumn

: 2013 and was playing as well
- as ever when he dislocated and
. fractured an ankle while playing

-against Newcastle Falcons in an

', LV= Cup match at Kingsholm
.| in November. He signed a -
+ further two year contract with -
~ Gloucester inJanuary 2014 and
. there was every confidence that
he would play again, but in the ' -

. end to the sadness of the entire

rugby community, he lost his i

'to regain fitness and on




