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While much has been made of Sale's poor run of form, fellow top-three hopefuls
Gloucester arrive at Edgeley Park tonight also in something of a slump.
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SaleSharks
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15 Jason ROBINSON (c) Jon GOODRIDGE 15
14 Mark CUETO Marcel GARVEY 14
13 Chris RHYS-JONES James SIMPSON-DANIEL 13
12 Robert TODD Mark FOSTER 12
11 Steve HANLEY Seti KIOLE 11
10 Mike HERCUS Duncan McRAE 10
9 Bryan REDPATH Alex PAGE 9
1 Andrew SHERIDAN Olivier AZAM 1
2 Andy TITTERRELL Mefin DAVIES 2
3 Barry STEWART Gary POWELL 3
4 Chris JONES Adam EUSTACE 4
5 Dean SCHOFIELD Alex BROWN 5
6 Jason WHITE Peter BUXTON 6
74 Magnus LUND Jake BOER 7
8 Sebastien CHABAL James FORRESTER 8
16 Sebastien BRUNO Nick WOOD 16
1T Stuart TURNER Terry SIGLEY 17
18 Fernandez LOBBE Luke NARRAWAY 18
19 Peter ANGLESEA James MERRIMAN 19
20 John PAYNE Andy GOMMERSALL 20
21 David BLAIR Brad DAVIES 21
22 Sillo MARTENS Nathan MAUGER 22
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by Pete Anglesea

‘AMatchl'lINeverforget..."

Sharks 30, Gloucester 30 - April 18th, 2003

On Good Friday, just two years ago, Sharks and Gloucester played out a
thrilling drawn game witnessed by Sky Sports’ viewers.

TOP: Mark Cueto and
Andy Titterrell tackle
Jake Boer

BOTTOM: Full House
and Sky TV Cameras
witnessed a thrilling
game

The ‘Cherry & Whites' had been season-long leaders
in the Zurich Premiership, and had captured the
Powergen Cup. Sharks, unbeaten at home in the
League, trailed the Kingsholm side by eleven points at
the start of the game...and after it suffered three
successive defeats which saw them slide two places
down the table. Being a Bank Holiday, the red-shirted
visiting fans had plenty of time to come up the M.5
and M.8, taking up central positions on The Birtles, just
under the TV gantry. As referee Tony Spreadbury was
poised to blow his whistle for the start, the top of the
table looked like this:

P WD L F A TBILBPis
Gloucester 18 15 1 2 504 312 5 2 69
Sharks 18 12 1 5 481 363 7_1_58
LondonWasps 19 11 2 6 482 407 5 4 57
Leicester Tigers_18_11_0_7 389 311 4 _2 50

Pete Anglesea (later to receive the ‘Man of the Match'
accolade) recalls, “It was a boiling hot day. Charlie
Hodgson was recovering from the operation which
ruled him out of England's World Cup squad, so we
had Jos Baxendell at number 10 and on kicking duty.
Gloucester's pack had been the main reason for their
runaway lead; forwards coach Steve Diamond had
worked with us, all week, on attacking their lineout.
Chris Jones, in his second season and still something
of an unknown quantity, was played at number 8. This
allowed lain Fullarton to come into the second row
alongside Dean Schofield.

It was a memorable game: | even put in a couple of
kicks! There were plenty of incidents: Ludovic Mercier
intercepted a pass on Gloucester's 22 and streaked
away to score a try. We responded when good work
by Dan Harris enabled me to cross the line for my first
competitive try of the season. Soon after, | was able to
send Steve Hanley galloping over in the corner. Jason
Robinson then showed his dazzling footwork,
mesmerising the Gloucester defence as he scored a
try. Terry Fanolua pulled one back, then Mark Cueto
powered over for our fourth (bonus point) try — the
eighth time we'd achieved the feat in nineteen games
that season. Gloucester skipper Jake Boer returned
from ten minutes in the sin bin to be driven over in the
final moments for Gloucester's third try.

We'd probably put so much effort in at the start of the
game, that, to be honest, we were hanging on at the
end. Gloucester came back well, and 30-all was a fair
result. Our dressing room was quiet, and there was a
feeling of disappointment there.”

Nonetheless, it was great entertainment for the neutral
viewer, as well as the fans of both sides. Sharks coach
Jim Mallinder was “proud of our performance. The
operation to attack their lineout was a massive
success.” Gloucester's coach Nigel Melville said, “We
were massively relieved. The Sharks haven't lost a
League game at Heywood Road for eighteen months,
and that's why they're second in the League." Dean
Ryan added, “Sharks did a great job by moving Jones
to number eight, and our lineout was as suspect as it
had been when we were knocked out of the Heineken
Cup by Munster. We were lacking a calm head out
there and are relieved to have come out of it with a
draw.”

Manchester Evening News Rugby Correspondent
Geoff Green reported,” The home forwards were in
great form. Jones completely outplayed England
hopeful James Forrester in the back row, Anglesea
was back at his awesome best, Fullarton cherry-picked
at the lineout and Dean Schofield was the physical
equal of any Gloucester forward. Andy Titterrell was
again a bundle of unbridied energy.” Geoff aptly
summed up the match thus: “It was a cracking game
that was appreciated by the holiday crowd.”
Gloucester, who had topped the table all year and
finished fifteen points clear, had a lengthy wait before
losing the ‘Champions' title against Wasps at
Twickenham. Sharks finished fourth, Northampton
Saints sneaking into third, with Tigers sliding to sixth.
In fifth place? Leeds Tykes.

SCORERS:

Sharks:

Tries — Anglesea, Hanley, Robinson, Cueto.
Conversions — Baxendell 2.

Penalties — Baxendell 2.

Gloucester:

Tries — Mercier, Fanolua, Boer.
Conversions - Mercier 2, Paul.

Penalties ~ Mercier 3.

TEAMS:
Sharks: Jason Robinson; Mark Cueto, Dan Harris
(Vaughan Going 65), Graeme Bond, Steve Hanley (Nick
Walshe 80+2); Jos Baxendell, Bryan Redpath (capt.);
Kevin Yates (Jim Thorp 62), Andy Titterrell, Barry
Stewart (Stuart Turner 62), Dean Schofield, lain
Fullarton, Pete Anglesea, Stuart Pinkerton, Chris
Jones.

Gloucester: Thinus Delport; Marcel Garvey, Terry
Fanolua, Henry Paul, James Simpson-Daniel; Ludovic
Mercier, Andy Gomarsall; Trevor Woodman, Olivier
Azam (Chris Fortey 56), Andy Deacon, Rob Fidler,
Adam Eustace, Jake Boer (capt.), Andy Hazell (Ed
Pearce 71), James Forrester (Peter Buxton 62).
Referee: Tony Spreadbury
Attendance: 5678
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