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Matthew Burke (captain)
Tom May
Mathew Tait
Jamie Noon
Toby Flood
Jonny Wilkinson
Lee Dickson
Joe McDonnell
Matt Thompson
Micky Ward
Mark Sorenson
Jason Oakes
Geoff Parling
Ben Woods
Brent Wilson

REPLACEMENTS

Jon Golding
Andy Long
Andy Buist

Phil Dowson
John Rudd

James Grindal
Loki Crichton

MATCH RECORD

FALCONS POINTS
GLOUCESTER POINTS
TIME
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REFEREE
Tony Spreadbury

TOUCH JUDGES
Don Helme & Adam Hughes
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TODAY’'S TEAMS

Newcastle Falcons v Gloucester

Iain Balshaw

James Bailey

Mike Tindall

Anthony Allen

James Simpson -Daniel
Ryan Lamb

Rory Lawson

Nick Wood

Olivier Azam

Carlos Nieto

Will James

Marco Bortolami (Captain)
Peter Buxton

Andy Hazell

James Forrester

REPLACEMENTS

Rob Elloway
Jack Forster
Adam Eustace
Jake Boer
Peter Richards
Willie Walker
Mark Foster

PLEASE NOTE: team line-ups may change before kick-off
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t will not have come as a

great surprise to those who

know their rugby onions
that Gloucester failed to end
their Bath jinx last Saturday, but
they will hope to return to the
top of the Guinness Premiership
tonight.

their control of matche
run-in

Gloucester’s season has been one
of consistency, built on the back of
an unbeaten home record and some
crucial victories on the road that has
created a hard to beat streak in
Ryan’s charges

They opened their seas
derby victory over their n
dearest — youngsters
and Olly Morgan s
their 24-19 success

They then got the




“Our ambition is to be at the top end of Europe but our
journey has only just begun,” he has said. “There will be
ain along the way but we have an exciting and
oping group of players who all work tremendously hard
Andy Hazell to try and be successful.

“We are on a journey together and there is a long way to
go. What has been pleasing is that we have endured a
number of injuries but still progressed well. We are capable of
making a number of changes and still be very competitive.”

Gloucester’s new-found freedom, partly orchestrated by
design and partly by necessity, ended in triumph over London
Irish last season in the European Shield final. But by then, the
wheels were already in motion for this campaign.

Under the stewardship of Ryan and his assistants Bryan
Redpath and Denis Betts, Italian duo Marco Bortolami and
Carlos Nieto joined from Narbonne and Viadana respectively
in two of the highest profile signings of the close season.

Bortolami has already shown what an outstanding athlete
he is and is a natural leader of growing reputation in
Gloucester’s pack and Nieto is regarded as one of the best
tighthead props in the Six Nations.

Christian Califano, once voted in the all-time best French
front row, switched from Agen and has been a revelation —
offering immediate set-piece quality and a perfect learning
base for youngster Jack Forster.

There were other additions too. With Ryan Lamb initially
out of action with an ankle injury, Willie Walker took his
opportunity in the number 10 shirt, while both scrum-half
Rory Lawson and lock Will James have the potential to make
serious impacts.

[ain Balshaw completed the summer recruitment drive
from Leeds and with the likes of Andy Hazell, Peter Buxton
and Alex Brown playing some outstanding rugby up front,
Gloucester have enough quality all over the field to do some
real damage as victories over Sale and Wasps would testify. It
has meant that Ryan’s biggest job has been managing the
vast expectation on his squad.

“There is an awful lot this squad can achieve but we must

not get ahead of ourselves — we have a long way to go and a

lot of development to go through,” Ryan said.

With close victories over Worcester, Newcastle,
Northampton and Leicester in recent weeks, Gloucester are
closing in on their top-two target and will relish the battle
tonight as they aim to stretch their unbeaten run to seven
matches.
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SQUAD STATS

2
g

t
i
{
)
|
|
|

i

AR
.

v
§
|
|
|
i
|
|
!

|
§§§§§§§§§§i§§§8§(‘!Hgfi”gi 55;?3“?
i||!:p!:

|me
b~ ol ]
»C2e
W0
RO0YE3
2028
250478
znam
08na77
18/05/86
120381
02/06/87
01/11/76
17/01/84
130987
03/11/85
07/09/83
2800478
1501783
100378
12n0ms
00582
020379
enoTs
enoTs

|

i

T

f
|

preisg

|
|

|

1806785
190578

57 FIEyEd

).newcastle-falcons.co.u




ood evening everyone and
welcome to our friends from
Gloucester, not least our old
captain and coach Dean Ryan.

Dean was a super asset to this club during
his time here and is now doing a great job
down at Kingsholm.

Gloucester are currently as good as any
team in the country and our game down
there the other week was a good advert for
the Premiership, very competitive rugby with
more than a smidgen of flair thrown in for
good measure.

That game could have gone either way,
and this evening’s encounter will serve up
no less, of that I'm sure.
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Which team has beaten the four semi-
finalists in this season’s Heineken Cup? The
answer, obviously, is us, El Falconsi!

Leicester, Northampton, Wasps and Llanelli
have all been beaten at Kingston Park this
season, and the squad we’re assembling will
take its chance in the not too distant future.

Your support last Sunday against the
Saints was phenomenal, you make such a
contribution to the effectiveness of our
home performances. Thank you once again,
your support is always appreciated. Enjoy
this evening’s game.
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Dean Ryan
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