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1995-96

Captain Dave Sims

Played 34
Won 17
Lost 16
Drawn 1
For 758
Against 643

LEAGUE
Played 18
Won 6

Lost 12

For 275
Against 370

n the mid-nineties Gloucester
aced possible relegation on more
han one occasion. But the threat
almost became reality in 1995-
96. Dave Sims had been named
as captain, and the Director of
Rugby was the newly appointed Richard
Hill. Hill had been recruited, initially, on a
part-time basis, but by the summer of
1996 that position became full-time
Any initial optimism was soon dashed,
as the first two league games were lost
to Sale at home, followed by a 37-11
thrashing at Bath. West Hartlepool
were defeated 27-19, Paul Holford
scoring two tries, but there followed a
sequence of seven consecutive defeats
In January, the return gam 3inst
West Hartlepool was a battle of the
bottom clubs. With time running out
Gloucester led 17-11. Then, West's
full-back Tim Stimpson cut past Tom
Beim, who was filling in for the injured
Tim Smith at full-back, and scored by
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hooked the ball wide. It was a very
lucky Gloucester win. A sweeping
27-0 win over Orrell, in the next league
game, with Gareth Fenwick kicking four
penalties and a conversion, relieved
some of the pressure

Meanwhile the Cherry and Whites were
having more success in the Pilkington
Cup. Walsall were despatched

47-0, followed by a 36-10 win at
Nottingham, with Chris Raymond
scoring two tries and Lee Osborne
kicking four conversions. In the
arter-final Wasps were beaten 22-9
at Kingsholm, leaving a juicy semi-final
contest at Bath. Here the success
ended as Bath ran out 19-10 winners,
and went on to triumph in the fina
against Leicester

However, more important matters
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