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CAPTAIN’S CORNER

Jake Boer
Team Captain

We have played two massive games in the last two
weeks, against two of my previous Clubs and obviously
we enjoyed contrasting fortunes in the games.

We didn't play o our full potential in either game,
bur against the Irish we got the right result and our
second half performance certainly put us on a high
going into the Leicester game.

Our build up to last Friday was as good as it has
been all scason, we knew what the T igers would try
and do to win the game, they didn’t surprise us bur
they starved us of ball and slowed down our
possession and then capitalised.

Whereas against the Irish we may have made one
mistake in ten, against Leicester it was more like
two mistakes and with the margins for error so
small in the Premiership we were punished. Tt was
an all round drop in standards.

As Captain obviously I take this lack of
performance to heart and after the game I sat

and tried to see if there was anything else thac I
personally could have done to win that game.

[ don't think I am any different to any other player
in that respect and with the whole side giving
100% I will not be pointing fingers at anyone.

Lets not forget that the Tigers have a massive
reputation and a wonderful home record and still
we came away with a point. That is still a great
achievement. We talked after the game about

“AS CAPTAIN OBVIOUSLY | TAKE THIS
LACK OF PERFORMANCE TO HEART
AND AFTER THE GAME | SAT AND TRIED
TO SEE IF THERE WAS ANYTHING ELSE
THAT | PERSONALLY COULD HAVE
DONE TO WIN THAT GAME.”

earning a point when we could so easily have given
Leicester five. We have to remember the positives
and take them into this game.

When we had the ball and we got behind them,

I thought we looked very dangerous, we scored a try
very early on but then we made too many basic
mistakes and chat slowed us down. We remained
patient though and we never stopped playing. That
carned us a late try and then a late penalty to geta
very big point.

‘We have looked at the Leicester game and put it to
bed, this week has all been about Leeds. That has been
our focus this week, we have had no time to dwell.

We know that this Leeds team will be well drilled,
they know where they want to go; like us they have
high ambitions for this season. They have already
caused a few upsets and we know that this will not
be a damage limitation exercise for them. Leeds will
want to come here and win, if they do it will be the
biggest result of their scason.

We have trained well, we will not underestimarte
them because we know home or away, if we do not
perform we will get beaten. We all look forward to
playing at home, in front of a big crowd but we
know that there will be a lot of criticism of our
performance last week. Today we need to stand up
and show that we really are good enough to do it. m

“We made too many basic
mistakes and that slowed us
down. We remained patient
though and we never
stopped playing.”




NIGEL’S NOTES...

Nigel Melville
Director of Rugby

It gives me great pleasure to welcome the Leeds
Tykes to Kingsholm for this afternoon’s Zurich
Premiership action. I have great admiration for the
achievements of the men from Leeds, it was a long
hard road gerting in to the Premiership, last season
was tough, but lessons were learnt and now they
proudly sit alongside Gloucester and Leicester at the
top of the table. The performances of Leeds have
certainly rattled a few cages in the Premiership — it
won't be Leeds facing relegation this season!

Last weekend we travelled to Welford Road full of
hope, an early try lifred expectations still further, but
to win in Leicester requires a quality performance —
ours was not! We can make excuses as long as we
like, the 14-4 penalty count against, the loss of
Ludovic Mercier so soon in the game, the Marcel
Garvey injury, the Junior Paramore sin-bin etc... but
we didn’t play well enough on the night.

“WHILST THE REPUTATION OF
WAYNE DIESEL IS WELL KNOWN
THROUGHOUT THE RUGBY
WORLD, | HAVE BEEN MASSIVELY
IMPRESSED WITH HIS WORK ”

The only positive was the spirit of chose that
remained on the field, once again they fought every
inch of the way and a bonus point — a point that
could be crucial on the final Saturday of the season!

This week preparations have gone well, the injuries
last Friday were minor and the squad resumed
training on Monday in good shape. Whilst the
reputation of Wayne Diesel is well known
throughout the rugby world, T have been massively
impressed with his work and that of the whole
medical team at the Club. Unfortunately there was
little chey could do for James Simpson-Danicl, when
he returned to the Club on Monday it was obvious

he was not well, the diagnosis of Glandular Fever
was a blow, but we wish him a speedy recovery and
hope to see him back at training shortly. Another
international casualty is Trevor Woodman, a brilliant
game against the All Blacks assures his international
future, a couple of weeks rest should solve the neck
problem he has been having.

Today’s game will be a fascinating contest, the resulc
will determine who is top at the halfway stage, the
12 games that follow will prove just how tough the
Zurich Premiership has become. The quality of the
rugby rises cach season, the pressure at the top and
the pressure at the bottom is already building, there
is 5o much to win and so much to lose!

It also gives me great pleasure to welcome the
‘Cherry Pickers back to Kingsholm this afternoon,
Don Caskie has done a great job organising today’s
game for such a good cause, I hope you give them
your full support this afternoon.

Finally, 1 would like to thank every single one of our
supporters who do so much o lift the team cach
week, We may have lost a battle on the field last
week, but on the terraces the support was fantastic, I
was particularly amused to hear the music turned up
to drown the noise of the Gloucester supporters as
the team left the field following the warm-up — it
failed, of course!

Enjoy a great afternoon’s rugby! m

Wayne Diesel
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