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“Good afternoon and welcome

to Kingsholm for yet another

Nigel’s Notes - brought to
you in association with

LISTER

COMMUNICATIONS

West Country derby...”

ood aftemoon and

welcome to Kingsholm
for yet another West Country
derby, this time it is our friends
from Worcester and back to
Zurich Premiership rugby.

Last week it was Bristol
and the Powergen Cup, a
pretty miserable afternoon
in terms of the weather,
but as an occasion it was a
fantastic atmosphere, and
a decent game considering
the conditions.

To be honest, an ugly win
would have been enough,
but there were many
aspects of the performance

we were pleased with.

Understanding and playing
the conditions has become
a necessity (not an option)
this winter. Every time we
take the field it seems to
rain or blow a gale, and
usually both! Valuable
lessons have certainly been
learnt and will undoubtedly
help us to become a more
complete team.

| could not move on without
mentioning the Powergen Cup
draw. Having been assured
just hours before the draw,
that the first and third balls
would be home venues, we

igel’

notes

Nigel Melville
Director of Rugby

sponsored by Dair

darr

were then thrown into total
confusion as Terry Burwell
announced that the venues
would be announced in the
next 24 hours.

So here | am writing my
programme notes on
Wednesday afternoon (over

36 hours later) and still

| don't have a clue as to
where we will play our semi-
final tie against Bath. Surely
it is not that difficult! : (it’s
Kingsholm — see page 7)

Today, we welcome Worcester
Warriors to Kingsholm, having
been a thom in everyone's
side during the first half of the
season, | am certain they will
continue this theme well in to
April, particularly at Sixways, you
only have to remember our
titanic battle back in October!

For Andy Keast, John Brain,
Tony Windo, Lee Fortey, Clive
Stuart-Smith and Thinus
Delport we give an especially
warm welcome, their careers
may have moved on, but they
have all made a significant
contribution to the success of
Gloucester rugby in the past.

Next week, international
rugby moves back onto the
agenda with the Six Nations
Championship. Intemational
selections will undoubtedly
play their part in the final
Premiership positions of
many clubs, and we will all
continue to discuss the merits
of playing through this period.

Whatever the merits | am

sure that each contest will be
keenly contested and the fans
of premiership rugby will be
getting behind their teams, with
or without their top players.

Once again, thank you for
your continued support and
enjoy the game.
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It is un-usual for 7,000
people to be told about

a baby’s birth before the
father! The father in question
was Mark Mapletoft, now

of London Irish but on

that January day of 1999,
Mark was a vital cog in the
Cloucester team.

While Mark was busy scoring
16 points in Cloucester's
hard fought 31-17 victory in
the Tetley Bitter Cup match,
his partner was giving birth
to 6lbs 8oz Ellie in nearby

Cheltenham General Hospital.

Mark did not hear the public
announcement of a safe
delivery and it was only as

he was coming off the pitch
that the 27-year-old fly half
discovered the news. ‘As | was
walking off the pitch | heard
something about a baby

but just thought they were
wishing me luck’ said Mark.

It was not until he saw

his sister Leigh at the end
of the Kingsholm player's
tunnel that he realised what

or book on-ine at www.gloucesterrugbyclub.com

The official matchday programme
re-lives an unusual story from
the time that Gloucester played
Worcester in 1998.

UNUSUAL DAY

at kingsholm

had happened when he
saw her grinning.

There had been no
messages from the touchline,
they were all restricted to
tactics and not maternity
hospital bulletins.

John Fidler, the Gloucester
team manager at the time,
admitted someone had told
him Mark's wife had given
birth to a girl.

John said: Tofty told me at
7.30am she had gone into
Cheltenham Hospital so | told
him to go in with her, but
obviously we would expect
you to play unless there were
complications!

The Gloucester director

of rugby on that day was
Richard Hill (of last week's
visitors Bristol Shoguns),
who said at the time: ‘I said
it would be highly unlikely
if the baby came between
three and 4.30pm!'

However Mark concluded

this most unusual episode by
saying, ‘It might have been
different had | been on the
bench but once selected |
was always going to play’

Impending fatherhood did
not deter Gloucester's point
scoring machine from scoring
16 points to ensure of the
home team's victory.

Mark, now of London Irish,
joined the Kingsholm staff
from Rugby RFC. After leaving
Gloucester he had short
spells with two other London
clubs, Harlequins and
Saracens, before he moved
to the Madejski Stadium.

Even to this day Mark
enjoys career records with
Cloucester RFC — the

most points 848 between
1994 and 1999 — most
conversions 90 and most
penalties 183. Mark scored
34 points in a match versus
Ebbw Vale in 1996 in a 59
points to 7 victory.

At the commencement

of this season only Tim
Stimpson of Leeds Tykes with
1,202 points, Paul Grayson,
Northampton Saints 1,164,
Jonny Wilkinson Newcastle
Falcons 1,101 and Barry
Everett also of London Irish
with 908 and Alex King
Wasps 817 have scored
more than Mark's 693 points
in the Premiership.

Despite his success including
his solitary England cap,
versus Argentina on 7 June
1997, that day of 9 January
1999, when Worcester last
visited Kingsholm will live
longest in his memory.

David King
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