GLOUCESTER RUGBY
FOOTBALL CLUB

(POUNDED IN 1873)
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TO-DAY’S GAME IS VERSUS

NEWPORT

, . (KICK-OFF 3:-15 p.m.)

NEXY WEEK'S GAME :
Saturday — HARLEQUINS

T———g

A GRAND WELSH SIDE

UGGELR supporters in Gloucester are always delighted when
a Welsh side comes to Kingsholm, particularly so when it is
that from the nearest flrst-class club over “the border”
Newporf. There have been many stirring struggles betweon the two
fifteens in the past and with Gloucester at last out of the earlier
“slough of despond,” we anticipate something to add to the long
line of memories of grand games of Rugger. Ior these Usksiders
are heirs to a great tradition ; they play to a pattern of Rugby that
is brainy and almost réduced to an exact science. Good luck then,
to the men in the black and amber colours, for we are sure they
will give of their best this afternoon. And so too, will ourown lads
—to prevent Newport from achieving the ' double.*
Newport’s record this season reads :(—Won 24, Drawn 3, Lost 5.
Points for 370, against 163.

i Official Programme: Price Threepenee
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HARLEQUINS AND SWANSEA GAMES

ILL all supporters please note an important change in the fixture list ¥

WThe Harlequins will be playing here on Kingsholm on April 2nd (kick-off
3-15) instead of Gloucester having to make the journey to London. The
reason is that the County Championship Final is being played at
Twickenham that day and the ‘Quing’, anxious to play us, have asked to
come to Kingsholm.

The time of kick-off for the rearranged Swansea game at Kingsholm on
April 4th will be 5-45 p.m.

BALANCE IT UP

N attemptingto assess the balance of possibilities and probabilities for today's
I encounter, no one can deny that Gloucester’s performancos against
Welsh sides this season have been anything but inspiring | Until today,
Gloucester have played five games with Principality sides— and lost then:
all. The ** All Blacks ” from Neath have achieved the double and Cardiff,
Aberavon and Newport have all registered one win. Newport's success
at Rodney Road was by the decisive margin of 16 points to nil and
altogethor in those five games, the balance of points against Gioucester

has not been very encouraging — 73 points to 20.

Not vory encouraging, you say ? Among those five defeats, however, was
our ‘near win" at Cardiff, u team since defeated by our Visitors of today.
Perhaps, toe, you will have noticed that Newport had a narrow escape at
at homa last Saturday, when Rosslyn Park ran them to a single point,
12—11. )
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A WELCOME REVIVAL

INALLY. et us remember the very marked revival Gloucester have shown

F sincoe the weather permitied a resumption of Rugger. In the last two

gumes, Gloucester have run up 37 pointe—and we have to go back to the

first two matches of the season to find a comparable situation with

George Hastings, now proud possesser of four English *“ caps,” back in the

side, “and it is to be hoped, a Gloucester at full strength, we can faco
today’s game with confidence and hope.

A win today could be the plelude to a “grandstand” finish to the 1954=55
season. 'The Club’s playing record is beginning to look more respectablo
and the debit balance bstween wins and losses is not so depressitzg as it
was. Twelve games—possibly 13— remain on the card, and it could well
be that after all, the season’s record will not e too bad.

SCORERS TO DATE

UR 270 pts. to date have been scored by —Michael Baker 79 points; Roy

O Blair 38 points; Peter Ford 27 points; Trevor Jones 21 points; David
Jones 19 points; Dennis Ibbotson 18 points: Roy Sutton 12 points; L.
Sheen 8 points; G. Hollingsworth and Roy Parry 6 points each; and
the following 3 points each R: Amos, D. Hill, H. Terrington, 1. Puks.
G. Hastings, C. Thomas, G. Counsell, G W'llham%, Henry Wells, A. Lewis,
D. A. Jones, and H. Meek (a Bath man)
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