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Well the weather beat us last week although a decision to cancel the
match against Bath was not made until 10.30 a.m. on Saturday. An
inspection of the ground at 9.0 a.m. gave us faint hopes of being able
to play although the ground had a thin layer of snow all over. Never-
theless at intervals blades of grass were showing but all of a sudden a
very heavy fall came on at 9.15 a.m. and in less than no time the ground
was completely covered making it essential to contact Bath and inform
them there were no hopes of the game being played. Incidentally we
had previously heard that the United match against Bath could not be
played.

In spite of the television recording of the England v. Ireland game our
telephone was non-stop throughout Saturday morning with enquiries
as to whether the game against Bath was off. It can be assumed
therefore that we still have a large following who prefer to see a live
game instead of a television recording of the International games.

Now what about the game against Swansea. Well at the time of
writing the prospects odds on that the game will be played. We took
the precautions to cover that part of the ground with straw in front of
the main stand and this has done the trick as far as this portion of the
ground is concerned. The warm sun each day is keeping the rest of the
playing field in good condition and that at the moment is the position.

Our boys have to face another formidable side. Swansea are always
a difficult side to beat. Our record for January is not quite so con-
vincing as heretofore but there is not the slightest reason for the
pessimism which appears to have sprung up in certain circles. We have
played four, won two and lost two. Three of these games were played
away and against formidable opposition, viz. Leicester, London
Scottish and Aberavon and we well and truly defeated the Army at
Kingsholm. It is true since then we received a nasty shock at the hands
of Bristol. In this case it is difficult to know what came over our side.
Why was our side so much below the form which they had produced
for so many weeks previously ? It may have been over enthusiasm
inasmuch as they certainly left Kingsholm with the full intention of
beating their rivals and so prevent a double being scored against them.
One redeeming feature was the performance of the United against
Bristol United. Without hesitation it can be reported that our United
side played first class rugby of the highest standard and inasmuch as
the visitors had not been defeated by a score of this kind for well over
six years and this at the hands of the Cardiff Athletic at Cardiff.

On this performance alone this United side of ours should have the
fullest support from our supporters. They are a fine side and each
one playing for the place in the premier side.

It is intended to run a coach trip to the Newport match to witness
our side play under floodlights. The coach will leave Kingsholm at
approximately 5.0 p.m. and if you are interested please contact the
- General Secretary at Kingsholm at the earliest possible moment.
Match will be played on March 26th.
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