








A Message from the President of the Gloucestershire R.F.U.

Although there is always keen rivalry between adjacent counties,
inevitably there is another county with whom games are vigorously
contested and this is so with Cornwall and Gloucestershire. The
friendship and hospitality which stems from and is consolidated by
the contacts at these games only goes to prove, if any proof be
needed, what a marvellous game Rugby Football is. It 1s also why
the journey into the Duchy is always looked forward to by the
Gloucestershire party.

Cornish Rugby has produced, and continues to do so, its own
characteristics which have led to fame for the County and success
for the individual. The most recent success being °Stack’ Stevens
who together with John Pullin shared in England’s exhilarating
victory over New Zealand. Coming from Gloucestershire, I feel
mention must be made of those two exiles, Tom Palmer and Ken
Plummer, who are serving their adopted clubs so well.

Although Gloucestershire have progressed to the final of the
County Championship in each of the past four seasons, it is
Cornwall only who have defeated us in the South West during that
period. Whether that victory will be repeated to-day remains to be
seen but I am certain both sides will play with spirit and skill to
ensure a most pleasurable game for all.

On behalf of Gloucestershire, I would express our thanks for the
hospitality which will be extended to us and for which you are

renowned.
C. GARDNER,

President G.R.F.U.
TODAY’S GAME

He would be a brave or rash man who would lay odds on the
result of today’s game or, indeed, any game between Gloucestershire
and Cornwall. :

There have been twenty nine games between our two Counties
from 1946/47 to 197273 season. Of these encounters, Cornwall has
won eleven and Gloucestershire fourteen — the other three matches
being drawn. The total points scored in those games have been —
Gloucestershire 248 points and Cornwall 204 points. With a few
notable exceptions, there are rarely many points between us when
the final whistle goes, whichever side is the winner. Indeed, as the
above figures show, the average difference in points over the whole
of the above period was about 1} points per match. ILooking back
over these years, with the exception of the games played in 1964,
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