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WELCOME TO RODNEY PARADE

In welcoming Gloucester to Rodney Parade this evening, the Newport Rugby Football
Committee, would like to express their thanks to them for readily agreeing to play us
tonight and avoid clashing with the Cardiff v All Blacks game at the National Stadium
Cardiff, tomorrow afternoon.

Tonight is a very special occasion for both clubs for it marks the 100th anniversary
of the first meeting between the clubs. This took place at Newport on the 7th December,
1878, when the Black and Ambers, under the captaincy of W. Phillips, were held to a no
score draw. Newport won the return fixture on the 15th February, 1879, by one try to
nil. Since those days the clubs have met on 166 occasions, with the Black and Ambers
winning 110, the Cherry and Whites 41 and 15 being drawn. Last season each club won
their home fixture, Gloucester at Kingsholme by 16pts to 6pts, and Newport at Rodney
Parade by 17pts to nil. Incidently this game marked Brynmor Williams’ debut in a Black
and Amber jersey.

This season ‘the Cherry and Whites’ have found it difficult to achieve a consistant
rhythm to their play. The retirement of England prop forward Mike Burton, has left a
gap in their forward power but it is certain that any pack containing such forwards as
John Fioller, Steve Boyle, Keith Richardson, John Haines and John Watkins, must be a
force to be reckoned with. Behind the scrum, Peter Butler, with his magnificent goal
kicking is a threat to any side, while Bob Clewes, Richard Jardine and Chris Williams,
take a lot of looking after. Last Saturday a depleted Gloucester team, through County
calls, lost to Harlequins, at Kingsholme by 20pts to 9pts. This defeat must be added to
those suffered on their two previous visits into Gwent this season: to Pontypool and
Ebbw Vale. Another defeat the Cherry and Whites will remember from September, was
by their near neighbours Cheltenham, while the 16—16 draw with rivals Bristol did
nothing for their confidence.

Formed in 1873, Gloucester have made a great contribution to rugby football at
club, county and country level. They have produced numerous internationals during
their iilustrious history and it is certain that they will continue to do so in the future.

Welcome Gloucester, may your visits: continue for another century, let's hope
tonights game will be as exciting as those of the past and may the friendships made on
and off the field be ever lasting.

If You are thinking of
having a bet —
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Derek Pugh Racing Limited

PRICES AVAILABLE FOR ALL SPORTING EVENTS

DEREK PUGH RACING LTD.,

The company that cares for its customers.
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