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A NICE FRIENDLY EVENING

Years ago, when everyone went on holiday by
train, and many of us made a beeline for Devon, the
first time you really felt that you were on your ‘hols’
was when you heard that lovely, rich Devonshire
voice declaiming, “Eggster St. David’s! Eggster St.
David’s!™ So tonight's welcome visitor brings a
twinge of nostalgic recollection for quite a few of us.
Furthermore, after weeks which seem to have been
dominated by Leagues and Welshmen, isn't it nice
to watch a plain, simple ‘friendly’ against old and
valued opposition?

Exeter would. I'm sure, be the first to own that last
season wasn't one of their better ones. However,
there are signs that they may be returning to the sort
of form which used, on occasion, to give us a nasty
case of the trembles when our place in the following
season’s John Player Cup depended on our position
in the South West Merit Table. I notice, for example,
that tonight's visitors ascended to the next round of
the Pilkington Cup by seeing off High Wycombe —
and I know from personal experience, what an
enthusiastic and dedicated bunch the lads from
Buckinghamshire are, so that particular result is
probably a better one than might appear at first
sight.

It's interesting, too, to see them around the start of
the season. You'll remember that, for years, our
game against the Devoniands tended to be on the
very last Saturday, and there was something of an
end-of-term feel about it. A thought, if you like, that
the ‘real’ business of the season was now over, and
that this was just a happy run-out. No disrespect
intended, of course.

Anyway., old and tried friends aren't so thick on
the ground that we can afford to lose too many of
them, so the Devonshire All Blacks are very
welcome indeed. We're very glad to see them again,
hope they have a highly enjoyable evening, and
tender our best wishes for the season.

TOUCH LINES
by
Peter Arnold

THANKS TO C. & G.

I've lost count of the number of times Cheltenham
and Gloucester Building Society has sponsored a
match for Gloucester RFC. As ever, we are extremely
grateful for their support and generosity. Long may
it continue.

Not that we are by any means alone in enjoying
C. & G.’s benefaction. Any cricketer is very well
aware of their involvement in the local leagues, they
have become Sponsors of the Cathedral Appeal,
and have just announced generous support for our
magnificent new Regimental Museum.

Such public spirit deserves success, and the
Society has certainly achieved that, of late. Len
Evans, our local C. & G. Chief Ovaltiney tells me
that 1988 was their best-ever year, and although he
can’t be certain until the year-end figures emerge,
he's sure that 1989 is going to turn out to be equally
as good.

For the same reason, he's not quite sure whether
the Society is now the seventh or eighth biggest in
Britain, but it's one or the other. Not bad for an
organisation which rated a modest 25th a bare
decade or so ago. In Rugby terms, that’s about like a
Courage Third Division side graduating to the First
Division in two seasons — and then {inishing about
half way up the table.

There are now six branches in Gloucester, and 28
in the County as a whole. And that doesn’t count the
20 or so Estate Agency branches which are
conspicuously weathering the storm which has
struck so many in that beleaguered profession. And,
I'm told, a new programme of expansion is on the
cards, which will expand those figures nationally.

Len is quite certain, however, that the Society will
never lose its local touch. “Gloucestershire still
constitutes our core business,” he says, “and
Eastgate Street is still our ‘flagship’ branch.”

If you need any more evidence of their local
commitment, you only have to look at the

D.LR. International
FOR THE RUGBY TOUR OF A LIFETIME

PERSONAL ATTENTION AND SERVICE @ ALL TOURS TAILOR MADE
D.I.LR. INTERNATIONALLTD

Halas House, Holywell Road, Malvern WR14 4LE, England.
Tel. (06845) 60247 & 64826 (24 Hours) Telex 335626 Fax (0684) 892275

all.

DAVID I. ROBINS M.Inst.T.T.




remarkable new Headquarters building, now
nearing completion at Barnwood. Occupation
starts in November, and anyone who has ever had a
guided tour of the ‘old’ HQ in Cheltenham will be
slightly appalled by trying to imagine what a
complex operation that will be.

Tonight, we have C. & G. representation from
Cheltenham, Gloucester, Stroud and Tewkesbury
present. We certainly hope they all have a great
evening, and that they keep coming back. year by
year.

It's worth it, if only to listen to Len Evans’
jokes.

IT’S AN ILL WIND . . .

Or anill rainstorm. for that matter. One of the few
people to have been highly gratified by the tropical
torrent which poured down before, during and after
the Pontypridd game was John Beaman. No, he
hasn’t taken up surfboarding, as far as I know, it’s
just thatthe weather enabled him to sell no less than
six large umbrellas from our Club Shop.

But he's by no means sold out, and there is a
whole new catalogue full of Gloucester Rugbiana,
just waiting to find good homes, for them as would
like some.

Why not unshackle your cheque book and see for
yourself?

READING MATTER

It shouldn’t be very long now before our new
season’s poster is available, very much along the
lines which proved so popular last year. And it
shouldn’t be long after that before the 1989/90
Edition of the Club Yearbook hits the newstands, as
they say.

I also hear a whisper that Malcolm Preedy and
Nick Price are busily turning out a players’
brochure, which is intended to swell the coffers of
the Tour Fund, which, we would all agree, is a well
worthwhile cause.

Ishall look forward to seeing all of them. Nothing
like a little reading to wile away the hours between
matches.

AND, FOR OUR NEXT TRICK ...

We have a visit from Pontypool on Saturday. Nice
to see them in daylight. after several secasons under
lights. Almost anthing can happen in those matches.
and quite often does.

One week tonight, we have that very attractive
fixture against British Police. part of the Gloucester-
shire Constabulary’s 150th Anniversary
celebrations. Quite a unique occasion, and well
worth investing a little time in, I'd say.

After that, United return, on October 7th with a
game against Bedford, whose First side have, you
will remember, just been promoted to Division
One.

So there's no need to go short, yet awhile.

300 CLUB

If only so that Terry Close will stop punching me
on the kneecap, I must remind you that 300 Club
numbers are going fast, and if you want to have a
potentially lucrative flutter, it might be a good idea
to do something about it fairly smartish.

Ask in the Social Club.

SIX OF THE BEST

Did you notice that our representation in the
South and South West Divisional side to play
Leinster has now been doubled to six? Part of the
reason. I'm told, is that Messrs. Barnes and Hall
have decided to relinquish any England ambitions,
for this season, at least, and as the Division is
supposed to be the ladder by which the ascent to
International level is made, there doesn’t seem
much point in them playing for the Division.

Seems fair enough to me, and I congratulate the
expanded Gloucester contingent something
immoderate.

TAILPIECE

A friend of mine — no names no pack drill, but
he’s here tonight — told me, over the weekend, that
his wife had suffered the misfortune of having her
credit cards stolen. Naturally, I commiserated.

“Oh! Don't worry” he said, “In fact, I haven't
reported it yet. Whoever pinched them is spending
less than she does!”

HARTLAND RENTALS
CAR & VAN HIRE

St. Oswalds Road -

Gloucester 305051




FIRST XV FIXTURES UNITED XV FIXTURES

1989 1989
SEPT. 2 Swansca st A 32-29 SEPT. 2 Swansea . H S1=-3
5  Stroud . H 36- 8 9  Coventry Ex 1st xv’ . H 25-13
9 *Moseley g A 16-12 16 Blackwood A
13 Cheltenham ol 5 | 18-13 23 Bath A 3-20
16  Pontypridd .. H 15-10 26 Cheltenham Utd A
19 Clifton LA 27-19 30 Saracens « S
23  *Bath . H 13- 6 OCT. 2 Cinderford SN
27 Exeter s 7 Bedford .. H
30  Pontypool Y | 14 Richmond e L]
OCT. 4 British Police . H 21 Newport A
7/ 28  Pontypool BN
11 Exeter University i H NOV. 4 Crediton A
14 *Wasps A 11 Plymouth w A
18  Ebbw Vale w A 18  Bristol ~ H
21 Newport it 25  London Irish ST
28 *Bedford A H DEC. 2 Leicester A
NOV. 4 Newbridge U | 9  Glamorgan Wars s /H
8  South Wales Police H 16 Coventry ~ A
11 *Rosslyn Park a2 H 23 Newport L1
I8 *Bristol BT 30 Moseley SSH
25 *Saracens .. H
DEC. 2 Leicester oy | 1990
9  Plymouth w A JAN. 6  Wasps . H
16  Coventry o | 13 Leicester . H
23 Newport el 20 Cleve . H
26 Lydney . H 27  Newport H.S.O. B. . A
30  Bridgend -\ FEB. 3 Bristol 5 A
10 Cheltenham . H
1990 : 17 Bath o & |
JAN. 1 Moseley o s H 24 Rosslyn Park . A
6 London Scottish_ v A MAR. 3 Northampton SeH
13 *Leicester N A R 6 St Paul’s & St Marys .. H
20 Blackheath = A 10 Harlequins A
27 P|Ikmgton Cup 3rd Round 17 Orrell w A
FEB. 2 Bristol H 24 Pontypool . H
10 Pilkington Cup 4th Round 31
16  Bath A APR. 7  Carleon i |
24 LIVCIE w/H 14 Moseley . A
MAR. 2 rthampton . A 21  Sale A
10 *Harlequins .. H
13 Cheltenham A 1989 COLTS XV FIXTURES
17 Llanelli s SEPT 13 Moscl A
24 London Irish -~ H : oseley 13559
31  *Orrell S 20  Hercford w A 15- 6
OCT. 11 Nuneaton SoA
APR. 7 Neath SoA 18
12 Lydney w A Lydney -« H
14 Headingley .. .. . H 2 Bat =t
16  Birkenhead Park . H DEC. 6  Lydney A
MAR. 7  Bath X
21  Sale e . H i1 Mosel
28 *Nottingham w A 51 Nose ey M |
MAY 5 |lkmgton Cup Final %8 H‘e'“r::.::&“ g
* John Courage Club League Fixture APR. 8  Brixham A
P W D L E A P8 WA DI B A
FIRST XV 7 w0 0ERIST . 97 UNITED XV 2 20N ), 76 16

Leading Points Scorers
First — T. Smith 38 (4C 10P); N. Marment 29 (7C 5P); Mike Hamlin 10 (IT 2DG); D. Morgan 8 (2T); C. Guest 8 (2T).
Umted — N. Marment 17 (4C 3P): N. Matthews 8 (2T); A. Deacon 8 (2T) R. Winter 8 (2T)




