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ALAN BRINN SPORTS

* RUGBY BOOTS

* Personal attention always available for:
* JERSEYS AND SHORTS

* INDIVIDUAL DISCOUNTS FOR LOCAL CLUB MEMBERS
52 Eastgate Street, Gloucester

* BALLS + CLUB DISCOUNTS

Telephone 303722

COOMBS & RIDGEON
+ GLOUCESTERS USED CAR SPECIALISTS «

Established for over 25 years
333 BRISTOL ROAD

Tel: 25933 & 24884

Hudson
sporls
oulfitters

SPECIALISTS IN RUGBY
CLOTHING, FOOTWEAR
AND EQUIPMENT
FOR OVER 80 YEARS

SUPPLIERS TO
GLOUCESTER RFC
AND MANY
LOCAL CLUBS

COMPETITIVE PRICES
ON CLUB STRIPS

LARGE SELECTION OF
REPLICA JERSEYS

58 NORTHGATE STREET
GLOUCESTER
TEL 22978
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Good luck to one special teum from another!
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UNEXPECTED PLEASURE

We're getting away with something extra. this
week. As you probably know, the First XV should
have been at the Gnoll, taking on the formidable
Neath outfit. but as that distinguished side is
involved in the Welsh Cup. they had to call it off.

The good that that particular ill wind has blown
is that we have an unexpected home fixture. which
is gratifying enough in itself, but a double pleasure
because it brings Richmond to Kingsholm, and we
thank them for agreeing to come at fairly short
notice.

It's especially nice to see Richmond. because we
haven't welcomed them to Kingsholm for a year or
two now. Which is a shame, because, a few years
ago. we had a couple of memorable Cup struggles
against them. Remember going to the Athletic
Ground one Sunday. because Matson were playing
London Scottish on the Saturday? That trip was a
saga in itself.

And. I must confess. it’s nice to come along to a
game which is just played for the fun of it
Obyviously. we have our share of excitement in both
League and Cup, just at the moment. but the nerves
do tend to get a bit shredded at times. Harlequins,
Northampton. Llanelli and Orrell in rapid
succession don’'t do much good for the old blood
pressure. And we're just spectators. Imagine what it
must be like for the players!

We can all relax a bit now, however, until April
28th, and the final League game against
Nottingham. but let’s not think about it at the
moment. The Order of Business for today is to have
a thoroughly enjoyable game against Richmond.
and I'm sure that 1s well on the cards.

The lads from the Great Metropolis are heartily
welcome, of course, for the reasons stated, and also
because it's always nice to see such a respected and
long-established Club performing at Kingsholm.
We hope they have a least as good a time as we
thoroughly intend to.

TWICKERS

Terry Tandy asks me to tell you that, because of
the logistics of the situation. he won't be sending out
tickets for the Cup Final on May 5th until the

TOUCH LINES
by
Peter Arnold

middlc of next week. So there’s no need to panic yet
awhile. After all. we're still a month away aren’t we?

If you still haven't applied, then by all means do
so (don't forget the SAE). but don’t expect to be able
to get a £5.00 ticket for the Ringside. We only had a
small allocation of those. and they're all gone. We're
still all right as far as the other values — £3.00. £7.00
and £9.00 — for the moment. anyway.

It really has been a tremendous operation, so far.
You'll remember that the application forms were
handed out, for the first time. at last Saturday's
Orrell game. Yet completed forms. together with
SAE and remittance, were dropping through Terry’s
home letterbox within about an hour of the end of
the game. On Sunday. his front garden path
resembled a Ramblers Association National
Jamboree. All types of wvehicle were used to
transport applicants to Cotteswold Road, including
a hugeous juggernaut-style articulated vehicle, and
— would you believe — a fire enginc!

HOW ARE YOU GETTING THERE?

Coaches available for charter on May Sth,
around Gloucester and Cheltenham. are as rarc as
winning Welsh International sides. and no doubt
you know some club. organisation. community
association or ladies sewing circle who are running
one to the Final.

Which does not mean to say that the usual Club
coaches won't be available. They will, and I suggest
you talk to Trevor Pritchard for details. We're
creatures of habit, around here. and I expect you'll
be wanting to go with the same crowd you've been
drinking with throughout the whole Cup campaign.
But I wouldn’t hang about, if 1 were you.

The rail situation is a little more uncertain. One
or two organisations are considering chartering
special trains. but nothing has been signed and
scaled yet. 1 can say that Severn Sound will
definitely not be running one of their own. They did
consider it. but unfortunately. the financial
arithmetic didn’t work out for them. Pity. but one
does have to face the economic facts.

As far as British Rail itself is concerned. nothing
has been finally decided. but at the time of writing. it
looks as if there may be extra trains as far as
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Paddington, but you will have to proceed from there
— probably to Hounslow — under your own steam
— or diesel, as it is these days. Obviously, if
someone does charter their own train, then BR will
do their best to get that one into Hounslow, but
there are operational problems.

One thing I do know is that the Club won’t be
chartering a train. We've enough on our hands as it
is. so please don’t bother to contact any officials
about it.

If you think about it, getting 15000 people to
Twickenham and back. all in a matter of a few
hours, is a very daunting problem, whether you're
talking road. rail or any other medium.

Anyone want to borrow my bike?

ADVANCE NOTICE

Because this game was arranged in something of
a hurry, we don’t have a Sponsor today, but that fact
does give me an opportunity to thank all our
Sponsors and Advertisers, in all their many guises,
and to give them advance notice that our Annual
get-together of such invaluable souls will take place
on April 21st, which as you know, is the last home
game of the Season. against Sale. So put the date in
your diaries, chaps. We wouldn't want to miss
extending our hospitality to you.

MOGGY'’S 500

According to the ‘Citizen’, this is Richard Mogg’s
497th game for the Club. Now, higher mathematics
was never my strong point. but I think that means
that, on paper, he can afford to miss out on three
games, and then play his 500th at Twickenham.

Unfortunately. we don’t live in a perfect world,
and with the inevitable problems of finding three
sides over Easter — two Firsts and a United — and
with various injuries still giving problems, Richard’s
invaluable services may be called upon rather more
often than that. So it could work out that the
incomporable ‘Moggy' will celebrate his half-
millenium in that nail-biter at Nottingham.

I'm sure the situation doesn't worry Richard all
that much. He'd rather play than watch, if ever a
man did, and to achieve the distinction at all is a
very considerable achievement. To get there at any
time is marvellous. to do itin the final League game

of the Season, with Gloucester going for the Title.
would be incredible, and to reach the milestone in
the Cup Final, mind boggling.

AND TALKING ABOUT NOTTINGHAM . . .

...I'mtold that the Club will be running coaches
to the Nottingham game on the 28th. If you think
you can take the excitement two weeks in a row, see
Trevor Pritchard in the Social Club.

GET YOURSELF GEARED UP

You'll want to fly the flag at Twickenham,
obviously. The way to do that is to visit John
Beaman in the Shop. There you can select which of
the vast range of incredibly low-priced, cherry-and-
white impedimenta you're going to flaunt at
Headquarters.

Bath certainly won't outshout us, and there’s no
rcason why they should out-clour us. either.

COMING UP TO EASTER

Next Saturday, we have a visit from Headingly,
and on Easter Monday. Birkenhead Park arrive.
These Easter games are always great fun, and well
worth your attention.

Before that, however, on Wednesday, as ever was,
the lads are off down the road to Lydney, and given
decent weather, a trot down with them would be
quite a nice evening jaunt.

Two weeks today, we have our last first-team
home match of the Season, Sale providing the
opposition. After that, we're into the hard stuff.

See you around.

TAILPIECE

According to Terry Tandy. one earnest supporter
was in such an understandable hurry to get his Cup
Final tickets application in that he read along the
wrong line on his Membership Card.

While filling in the form, in the space designated
‘Gloucester RFC Members state type of ticket and
number’, he, in all sincerity, wrote ‘Ground 20901".

To save you looking, that's the Club telephone
number.

Honest mistake, or crafty ploy? In the former case
he is to be congratulated for his enthusiasm, in the
latter, for his initiative!

HARTLAND RENTALS
CAR & VAN HIRE

St. Oswalds Road -

Gloucester 305051




soon for Gloucester.

—

circumstances,
The performance was far from sdllsfymg

TALKING RUGBY
with
Steve Fraser

This lull before the end of season storm has come not a moment too

There is a limit to the injuries a team can carry — and last weekend
the signs were that Gloucester were very close to their's.

Tim Smith. Marcus Hannaford. John Gadd and Mike Teague were
all some way short of 100 per cent fitness and it is a testament to the
team that they came through as stern a test as Orrell in those

The hlghllghl came m the Pilkington Cup
where the g | draw pitched them

but the result has set up a ir
finale with the League and Cup double up for
grabs in the last two games of the season.
The strange structure of the league system
has often been criticised but it has given
Gloucester four weeks breathing space before
thc next major shn\hdown at Beeston on April

Playus and spectators alike need time to
catch their breath after the heart-stopping
events at Franklin Gardens and Kingsholm
last Saturday.

Bath’s deslrucnon at Saracens means the
league title is now a two horse race, with only
Wasps in with a Eennmu clldm.e of denying

against the holders Balh The second division
side held out for 25 minutes but eventually
capitulated to an honourable 35-3 defeat.

ile Gloucester were clinging on against
Orrell last Saturday, Richmond were wrecki
the promotion hopes of London Irish. A 36-1
win away from home confirms how difficult
today’s encounter will be for this Gloucester
side.

COURAGE DIVISION ONE

the Cherry and Whites. Tc Ily, Saracens
could also finish top if Gl slip against

Nottingham but they would need to run up
ﬂrOIll'ld 80 points in their final match.

As their opponents are Wasps, that is
unlikely. A Wasps victory would bring them
the title if Gloucester do anylhmg other than

win at Beeston. have a
suwnor ints dl"erengc
ith all the pressure ol'lhu past few weeks.

it is almost a relief to be at a game where
nothing but pride rides on the result.

Today's visitors. who sl‘p ed in when
Neath announced they would be otherwise
engaged this weekend. have themselves had a
thrilling season.
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Bedford .

7a Mercia Road, Gloucester.

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING & REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN
PLUMBING AND CENTRAL HEATING

SUPPLIERS & INSTALLERS OF MOST KITCHEN FURNITURE
& APPLIANCES

DECORATING

Tel: 0452 414000

0 FIRST XV FIXTURES Y50 UNITED XV FIXTURES
i
SEPT. 2 Swansca A 3229 SEPT 2 Swamsen H 513
5 troud H 36- 8 9 Coventry Ex 1 H 25-13
9 *Moscl A 16-12 16 Blackwood .. A 15-11
13 Cheltenham H 18-13 23 Ba AR 32
16 H 15-10 2  Chelienham Utd = - A 286
19 A 27-19 3 Saracens S5 TiK 4-19
b1t H 3B-6 OCT 2 Cinderford LA 10- 6
27 " H 37-8 7 Bedford H 46- 9
30 H 13-20 14 Richmond H 2-13
ot 4 ~H 68-15 21 A 25-12
7 28 Pontypool N
" H 4-4  NOV. 4 Crediton A 34
14 A 427 11 Plymouth A 25- 6
18 A 38-10 13 H 1821
21 H 31410 25 London Iish A 253
b H 37-6 DEC. 2 A 3-19
NOV. 4 oH 19-13 5 s H 7-25
8 H 6- 8 16 Cow.mry A 10- 3
1 H 41-12 23 Newpo H 287
13 A 13- 0 Mostey H -8
25 ns H 2221 1990
DEC 2 Leicester "H 19-13 AN 6 H 15- 0
9 Plymouth LA 319 3 H 17- 6
16 Coventry H -9 20 H 6819
23 Newporl A 10-10 ¥ A 8-
26 Lydney H 8-4 FEB 3 c =
30 Bridgend A 9-18 10 “H 457
7 H 30-
1990 2% CA 27-10
JAN. 1 Moseley wH 3-4 MR 3 H 39-12
6 Londoy Scolllsll A 19- 4 6 H
13 *Leicester A 26-16 10 A 2126
20 Blackheath A 19-12 7 LA 7-27
27 Wasps lPlIkmgmn ul A 2-19 2 H 35-20
FEB. stol . H 19- 6 31
A 2%-15 AR 7 H
A 9-12 14 A
A 26-16 21 A
MAR 2 c —
N_"I *Harlequins H 26- 9 1989 COLTS XV FIXTURES
10 e ionlis A P ST 13 Mosey A 13- 9
Y L2 o 20 Hereford LA 13-10
2 OCT. 11 Nuncaton A 4-11
31 - H
WRJ N 18 H 28
ot z NV, I i4-8
12 A
14 H 3 2 Pl H
id a DEC 6 Lydney A
x H MAR 7 Bath A
3% *Nottingham A 0 Niswster H
MAY 5 Pilkingion Cup oy 8
* John Courage Club League Fixture AR 8 Briham A
P W D L F A PIEWY DIFE, E A
FIRST XV W22 6 e UNITED XV 31 23S T Ty

Leading

First Xe F: Sm|lh 22’ (34C 42P 7T):
United — N. Marment 83 (21C 11P 2T):

. Marment 96 (24C 12P 3T): D. Mo
. Roberts 74 (18C 6P ST): P. Manscl

lﬁ‘1ll 76 (19T). M. Hamlyn 56 (4C 4DG 9T)

4 (14C 13P IT IDG): A. Curtis 68 (17T).




