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THE ETERNAL VERITIES

‘Change and decay in all around I see’. says the
hymn. Half of Bath defected to Newport. Half of
Wales defected to Warrington. Matson beaten by
Gloucester Old Boys. The RFU has even set up a
body to investigate the transfer of players between
clubs. It's the end of Civilisation As We Know It.

Or perhaps. not quite. As long as Exeter University
visits Kingsholm on a Wednesdaw in October. then
the Eternal Verities aren't quitc dead and gone.
Years ago. as St. Lukes, and more recently under
their present name, they have been brightening our
season with their own brand of running Rugby, and
very welcome too.

My own feeling is that this type of match
performs a very useful service for Gloucester at the
moment. We have an unusually interesting crop of
new players. some of whom are knocking at the big-
game door very hard. The pressures of the League
and Cup systems. as we found to our cost last
season. mean that first-choice players need to be
paced somewhat. The Exeter University-type games
give our hopeful players a chance to spread their
wings and show what they can do. Certainly, one
has to gauge performance against the standard of
the Opposition. butif'a chap’s gotit. an experienced
observer can usually see it.

But to return to tonight's festivities. you'll
remember that last seasons match was marred by
the serious neck injury sustained by EU's “Ali’
Braithwaite. We were delighted to hear that he has
made an excellent recovery. and there may be a
chance that he's here this evening.

Incidentally. I'm told that the recovery was aided
by the tender ministrations of the nurses: at
Gloucestershire Royal Hospital, or more accurately,
one of them. It's an ill wind . ..

So here’s a warm welcome to Exeter University.
that idyllic campus which is almost a botanical
garden in its own right. and where the beer is
excellent in the Student’s Union. We can’t offer
tropical plants at Kingsholm. but we can make sure
that the team has a very pleasant evening. and as
always. we'll do just that.

TOUCH LINES
by
Peter Arnold

FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS

You will have caught up with the fact that, on
Saturday. we are expecting a visit from Moseley.
with League points at stake. And after the
disappointment at Leicester, we can do with them.

Last scason, we opened the League campaign at
the Reddings. and eventually won a fairly scrappy
game which, quite frankly, we made heavy weather
of. Part of the problem was that the pitch at
Moseley. last season. looked like something the
Armoured Brigade might practice on before going
to Saudi Arabia, but I'm told that it's back to its
normal green and pleasant condition this season.,
and that the standard of Rugby which the side is
playing has risen accordingly. One way and
another, next Saturday's mecting. here at
Kingsholm. looks particularly evenly balanced. and
certainly not one to be missed.

The following Saturday we're at home again, this
time to the vastly improved Plymouth outfit. Several
sides have come good after some years in the
wilderness — Rugby, Blackheath, Northampton,
for example — and Plymouth is certainly among
that number. Quite an interesting prospect.

In between whiles. I see from my membership
card. that the Colts are due to entertain Lydney. one
week tonight. Reg Collins tells me that he has a
good squad this season. and those games are always
worth watching. Certainly better than staying home
and watching telly.

So. we live in interesting times. See you along the
way.

GOOD WISHES TO THE ‘GLOUCESTER’

One of the happiest Kingsholm occasions of
recent years was the evening when the side from
HMS “Gloucester’ played a Combination side.
wearing for the first time their cherry-and-white
strips. kindly donated to them by Eggletons
Solicitors. Now. our own Type 42 destroyer has
arrived in the Gulf, and we all know what the
consequences of that mission can quite possibly
be.

Of course. if the shooting does start. ‘Gloucester’
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FEEDS & SEEDS

T Suppliers of grass seed to Gloucester,
Cinderford and other Rugby Clubs

* Suppliers of all lawn seeds *
* Large or small orders catered for *
Contact Bob Osborne on 0452 76511

or 0860 590330 (Car)







