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SAVING THE BEST FOR LAST

And what’s more, it's a second helping! Few
people would argue that ‘Quins visit to Kingsholm
in January produced one of the most exciting
matches of the season. From being twelve points
down, Gloucester came back to such effect that a
minute or two's more injury time could have
reversed the result. Having said that, I think I'd
admit that Harlequins just had the edge on the day;
after all, you can't give a side of that quality twelve
points start and expect to win.

As we all know, that was the day when Gloucester
lost interest in the Pilkington Cup. As for the Final,
I'm sure we'd all want to wish Harlequins the best of
- luck next Saturday. While there must be a little
sentiment in favour of the happily resurgent
Northampton side, it would be nice if we could say
that, yet again, we were beaten by the eventual
winners of the Competition.

League points are at stake today, of course, and
although the result won't affect the Championship,
it's worth remembering that Gloucester have now
lost their last three Courage games, and there's a
little bit of pride at stake. While Gloucester never
whimper, it would be nice to go out with a bang.

Quite apart from all that, the visit of Harlequins is
always a special occasion. Our two Clubs have been
trying conclusions, almost since William Webb
Ellis, and in some ways, such traditions are more
important than mere Cups and Championships.
The structure of the game changes and evolves with
the times, but as long as fixtures like this one persist,
they will always be the backbone of the greatest
winter game of all.

Sorry about that. The end of another season
always makes me a bit philosophical. And one such
piece of philosophy is that any side visiting
Kingsholm should have a thoroughly enjoyable
visit, win lose or draw. I hope and expect that
Harlequins will find that the case today.

THANKS TO TEWKESBURY PRINTING
It's only right to express gratitude to our generous

TOUCH LINES
by
Peter Arnold

Sponsors, but when sponsorship of a major game
falls by the wayside about ten days before the event,
we're positively overjoyed when a completely new
benefactor leaps into the breach at infinitesmal
notice.

That's what's happened today. We all understand
why Dowty felt they must withdraw, and sympathise
with their dilemma, but it has given us the
opportunity to make acquaintance with Tewkesbury
Printing, a Company barely six years old, which is
already making a considerable impact in a
notoriously difficult field. They're based in a
modern factory, just off the M5 at Tewkesbury
(naturally), and attribute their success, quite simply,
to a very high level of service.

Managing Director, Peter Siddall writes “Our
business has been built up on personal relation-
ships and personal service. Happy and satisfied
clients increase our business.” Seems logical to me.

Summing up, Tewkesbury Printing ‘specialise in
producing quality print, at a competitive price, and
delivering the work on time’. That's the strategy. The
tactics are to use a high level of print and process
technology, including computerisation, at the
fingertips of experienced, qualified and committed
staff, to achieve that aim. The success of the
company so far is a fair indication that the
philosophy works.

Peter Siddall again: “We want you to keep coming
back to us.” A worthy ambition, with which we
heartily concur. Have a great day, Tewkesbury
Printing. Thanks again — and keep coming back to
us.

WELCOME HOME

As you may have read in the Press, Mike Burton
was instrumental in persuading Tewkesbury
Printing to support us today at such short notice.
More accurately, his company was. The distinction
is important, and we don’t particularly want to go
into details now. Indeed, Mike Burton Management
don't become involved, officially, until next
Wednesday, so today’s effort is above and beyond
the call of duty. But then, ‘Burto’ was always one for
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FEEDS & SEEDS

By appointment to GRFC and also

suppliers of grass seed to

Cinderford and other Rugby Clubs

* Suppliers of all lawn seeds *

‘Large or small orders catered for *
Contact Bob Osborne on 0452 76511

or 0860 590330 (Car)







