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RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 12th, 1994

KICK OFF 3.00 pm
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CLUBS CHAMPIONSHIP
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ALAN BRINN SPORTS

* Personal attention always available for:
* RUGBY BOOTS * JERSEYS AND SHORTS =« BALLS « CLUB DISCOUNTS
* INDIVIDUAL DISCOUNTS FOR LOCAL CLUB MEMBERS
52 Eastgate Street, Gloucester Telephone 303722

333 BRISTOL ROAD

COOMBS & RIDGEON

* GLOUCESTERS USED CAR SPECIALISTS *

Established for 30 years

Tel: 525933 & 524884
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Gloucester Rugby Club use

GILBERT MATCH BALLS

BATH 16 (13 3¢G)
(Blue, White & Black)
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John Callard*

Tony Swift*

Phil De Glanville*
Mike Catt
Adedayo Adebayo

Stuart Barnes
lan Sanders

Dave Hilton
Graham Dawe
Victor Ubogu
Nigel Redman
Andy Reed
Andy Robinson
John Hali *
Steve Ojomoh

Marcus Olsen [ |
Chris Clark | |
Tim Beddow
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FINANCE

CONTACT:
LEWIS G. DICK

Mobile:

0831 - 471549
Tel:

0242 -253246

Fax:
0792 - 798999
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Good luck to one special team from another!

Richard Cound

BMW in Gloucestershire

P & H Motors
Priory Road, Gloucester GL1 2RQ
= (0452) 524912

MAIN DEALER
SALES * SERVICE * PARTS
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NOT A LOT

The problem about a visit from Bath these
days is finding something at least half-way novel
to write about. Over the last few years, the
amount of paper expended on analysis,
adulation, criticism, sycophancy and downright
envy of today's distinguished visitors must have
been enough to decimate a minor rain forest.

Of course, my primary duty on these
occasions is to offer a sincere welcome to players,
officials and supporters who have trotted up from
Aquae Sulis today, and this | do quite
unreservedly. We've always valued these
occasions, and have got to know some of the
more regular travelling fans almost as well as we
do the players. Which says something about the
Bath club. It isn't all the inevitable following which
a successful side invariably attracts; there is a
genuine spirit among the Bath Faithful which
rivals, or at least can be compared with, our own.

We do have a little leeway to make up. After
a spell when Gloucester did as well against the
Champions as anyone ever has, we |ost
uncomfortably in the equivalent match last
season. That was hardly headline news, but the
fact was that Gloucester actually lost a game at
Kingsholm without scoring a single point — and
that's virtually unheard of. Then, in the game at
Bath early in the season, we allowed them to put
46 points on a Gloucester side which was well
and truly in the doldrums.

Since then, the scales would appear to have
tipped just a little. When we visited Bath last
October, the only side Gloucester had beaten
were the Italian club, Casale — not one of the
jewels in that emerging nation’s crown — Black-
heath and Cheltenham. Since then, we have
added some notable scalps, including Cardiff and
Northampton twice.

By contrast, while the Bath record is still an
enviable one, they don't appear to have been
winning with the fluency to which we have
become accustomed. The away game at Orrell

offers a particularly interesting example. Bath won
it all right, but had to dig deep to do so. Either the
Champions had a rare fall from grace, or the
Wigan outfit have come on a lot since we beat
them up there. If the latter explanation is the true
one, we are in for interesting times in our Cup
game in two weeks time.

| don't actually believe that Bath are on the
slide, but a niggling doubt does persist.
Gloucester are certainly an improved and
improving outfit, and an unlooked-for result isn't
entirely impossible.

What is certain is that there will be some
interesting comparisons to be made today,
especially in the pack. Nigel Redman played a
stormer for England against New Zealand, and
then found himself relegated to the ‘A’ side in
favour of Martin Bayfield who, as we all saw the
other week, found our own Richard West and
Dave Sims something of a handful here at
Kingsholm.

That decision left ‘Simsy’ on the benches for
the ‘A’ game in ltaly, and he's not going to be
very happy about that, so will have a point to
prove today.

Moving forward a row, Victor Ubogu is
something of a golden boy at the moment, but
question marks have been levelled at his, albeit
much improved, scrummaging, and it will be
interesting to see how the Bath front three fare
against a young and hungry Gloucester trio who
have been forcing some highly rated front rows to
pull the scrum down with some regularity lately.

Anyway, all such considerations will be
resolved in the next hour or two, and none of
them to anything to lessen our sincere welcome
to Bath today. Whatever happens on the field, it's
always great to see them at Kingsholm, and we
hope everyone concerned thoroughly enjoy their
visit.
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THE
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HARDER

BUILDING SOCIETY

WISHES GLOUCESTER R-F-C ALL THE
BEST FOR THE 1993/1994 SEASON
AND WELCOMES ITS GUESTS
To KINGSHOLM







