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DOWN TO

| can't recall many summers when we had
quite so many rugby topics to discuss as we had
this time round. There was England’s drama-
packed tour of South Africa, lan Smith’s
successes in Argentina, The Return of the
Teague, the news that we were going to have to
play nine League games off the reel and that
relegation and promotion would only involve one
side each way this season. There was the
emergence of Viv Wooley from the unplumbed
depths of Gloucester Old Boys, not to mention
the various comings and goings of several
players. And you'll think of other rugby subjects
which added flavour to your summer Sunday
pints while Lesser breeds were salivating over
soccer’s World Cup.

And there was that climactic South African
safari, which everyone who knows anything at all
deems to have been an enormous success from
just about every point of view. Indeed, | have the
permission of Barrie Corless to tell you that it was
“The best rugby tour I've ever been on”, and for a
chap with his experience, that's sure spilling a
bibfull.

But the hazy days have to come to an end
sometime, leaving us to get down to the sterner
stuff. And a game against Lydney was never
anything less than that, even on Boxing Day.

Pity about that. My personal hope is that the
tradition can be re-established sooner rather than
later, but the exigencies of the League
programme have to be faced, and can
sometimes lead to unwanted consequences.

There really isn’'t much point in banging on
about the sterling qualities of our respected
neighbours from West of Severn. You know them
at least as well as | do. Suffice it to say that we
couldn’t have had a better test of the side’s
mettle than an early encounter with Lydney. We
know they’ll be out to put us in our place, and

BUSINESS

provide themselves with a platform for a season
which, all we admirers from Gloucester hope, will
be a highly successful season. They certainly
have the players, the organisation and the fire in
the belly to achieve just that, and we wish them
well.

And welcoming Lydney to Kingsholm isn’t a
bad way to start a season is it?

TOUGH WAY TO START

There are few tougher openings to the
League campaign than to have to meet Wasps at
Sudbury, but that's exactly what the lads are
faced with in one week’s time. You could look at
it two ways: either you'd prefer a more gentle
ease into things, or you could take the view that
it's a good thing to take them on while everyone
is fit and raring to go.

Either way, it's an excellent way to measure
the potential of the side. A win next Saturday
would set us up nicely. And you’ll want to be
there if at all possible, not least because the
boyus need as much vocal support as they can
get.

In spite of the short notice, the Trevor
Pritchardmobile swings into action for the first
time for the occasion. Coach seats will cost
£6.50, leaving Kingsholm at 11.00 am. See
Trevor in the Club, or drop into the office.

If you're using your own transport, the
directions are as follows:

Make for the North Clrcular (A406) and then
look for the A404, which is the Watford to Harrow
road. On through Wembley until you hit Sudbury.
That road will bring you to a large roundabout
with the big, brick-built Swan Inn alongside. Turn
right into Rugby Avenue, and at the crossroads
look for Repton Avenue. The ground  is then
fairly obvious.
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WIiSHES GLOUCESTER R-F-C ALL THE
BEST FOR THE 1994/1995 SEASON
AND WELCOMES ITS GUESTS
To KINGSHOLM







