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14. Mark Nicholson
13. lan Morgan

12. Martin Roberts
11. Lee Osborne

| | 10.  Martin Kimber
l l 9. Bruce Fenley

Andy Deacont Cumulative Match Score

Dave Kearsey
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CANTERBURY (New Zealand)
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Shayne Philpott
Simon Forrest
Jamie Connolly
Daryl Gibson
Tabai Matson
Allen Prince
Paula Bale
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Daniel Charteris

. Andrew Mehertens
. Scott Hanson

. Aaron Flynn

. Rob Penny

. Karl Koch

. Ivan Morgan

. Angus Gardiner
. Chris England

. Andrew Elvidge
. Grant Kelly

. Mark McC.

T

G

Pts

. Tala Kele

. Richard Loe

. Stuart Loe

. John Abraham
. Mark Hammett
. Matt Sexton

F/T




oveseeeenee. Peter frnold -ooooeneneee
ALL ROADS LEAD TO KINGSHOLM

Long ago, when Britannia ruled the waves
and William Webb Ellis waived the rules, they
used to say that, if you stood long enough on
Piccadilly Circus, everyone in the world would
walk past you sooner or later. Never could quite
work that out, myself, but if there were a similar
story relative to rugby, I'll bet it would feature
Kingsholm.

Consider: just in the last three years or so
we’ve been happy to entertain teams from New
Zealand, the USA, Portugal, Italy and Ireland.
Last May, in the National Tens Tournament,
Melrose arrived, slighyly to everyone's surprise,
as the first side from the Scottish RFU ever to
play here. We've even welcomed the full England
World Cup squad, and gave them all they could
handle for most of the game too. Only a couple of
weeks ago, when Orrell were here for the
Courage game, an entire coachload of Australian
Rugby League supporters arrived. On enquiry
after the game as to what we owed the pleasure,
| was informed that no Antipodean rugby man, of
whichever persuasion, reckons to visit England
without making a pilgrimage to Kingsholm.

And that’s just over the past 36 months. Go
back further, and you'll find a veritable atlas of
rugby playing nations who have graced the
sacred turf. There are still older members of the
Kingsholm Faithful who remember Bill Nepia’s All
Blacks, and that's going back a fair way. Slightly
younger supporters will recall sides from
Romania, Japan, Australia, Fiji and others who
I've forgotten.

But there's always a special buzz about a
side from New Zealand. Remember when
Auckland arrived in a fog of pea soup proportions
one cold evening ? The ground was packed,

despite the fact that no one, including those
players not immediately involved with the action,
was going to see any rugby at all. The'Auckland
side was offered the option of calling the game
off, that night, but insisted on playing, so their
President told me, simply because so many
people had turned up.

The names are almost a mythology in
themselves. Taranaki, Auckland, Hawkes Bay,
Otago, and, of course, Canterbury: there's a ring
about them which sends a shiver along the nerve
endings of any true rugby man or woman.

It's a shame that the demands of the
Divisional Championship means that Gloucester
won't be able to greet our distinguished visitors
quite as their eminence merits by turning out a
full strength side against them. However, the
other side of that coin is that there could be no
better occasion for an aspiring member of the
First Team to shine. Do well today, and your
clains simply have to be taken seriously. Any
player will tell you that there's no fiercer opponent
than a young tiger who has a point to prove and
reckons that he's at least as good as the man
ahead of him in the selectors’ pecking order.

So we ought to be in for a highly interesting
afternoon. And we couldn’t wish to spend it in
better company. We all sincerely hope that our
most welcome and respected visitors find that
their visit to Kingsholm is one of the highlights of
an already spectacularly successful tour.

WAKEFIELD IN THE CUP
Personally, | think it's a tricky old draw. All the
pundits will be expecting us to win the Cup game
at Wakefield on December 17th, and there’s very
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