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Once the season finishes

the recruitment and
sorting out contracts
really takes over and it is
my busiest time. You have
to meet prospective new
players after Philippe has
identified them, sort
out contractual terms,
accomodation for the
player and his family
and generally ensure
that we provide a
happy environment.

Its common knowledge that
new players stay at my house
when they first arrive. If Jean-
Pierre isn't there then one of the
players will be! Ian Jones is
currently there with his wife and
young child.

Looking forward to today's
match, I well remember when
we last played Biarritz. It was
August and very hot. The coach
journcy took two hours and
when we got to the ground it
was still 35 degrees at cight
o'clock at night. The humidity
was incredible!

I'll always remember Andy
Deacon coming up to mec after
the game and saying, "Fids, it

was like having a polythene bag :

over your head, there was no air

and it was ever so hot!". Biarritz
are, like all French sides, a i

"Serge would have fitted right into the Gloucester

John Fidler

teams of the seventies and eighties and he would
have enjoyed it. Just imagine, Simon, Nicholls
and Burton. They would have been very useful!"

strong team with a powerful
scrum and classy backs - It
won't be an easy game.

Talking of Ian, he's very
pleased to be here and he keeps
going on about the reception the
fans gave him. Although he had
a disappointing World Cup with
the All Blacks the reception
they got when they got home
wasn't all that bad. But now
he's made the long return
journey and he's looking
forward to being involved.

Philippe and the coaches have
done a good job, they play the
game plan they want to play and
at the moment it’s successful.
It’s always been my philosophy
that rugby is a simple game and
if you are on top in the scrum,
win your line-out and do the
basics well it creates the
platform for a successful team.

The introduction of Serge
Simon has helped the team
tremendously. He is a superb
guy and another player who has
stayed at my house. My wife
will tell anyone that he is the
perfect gentleman, but he is
definitely a Jekyll and Hyde
character because on the rugby
field its a different story.

He's very hard, very physical
and he's not gonna change for
anyone. Serge would have fitted

right into the Gloucester teams
of the seventies and eighties and
he would have enjoyed it. Just
imagine, Simon, Nicholls and
Burton. They would have been
very useful!

Today we'll see our newest
signing Byron Hayward make
his debut. He'll be able to
provide cover at fly-half and
full-back, an arca that Philippe
was very concerned about.

The coaches now feel that
they have good cover in all
positions and we're confident
that the competition for places
will breed success.

Our overseas players are
Richard Tombs, Terry Fanolua,
Elton Moncrieff and Junior
Paramore - Richard is now
contracted to the end of the
season. The rules are an
absolute minefield and were
changed during the summer.
Now the only qualification is
through your wife or your
parents - its now considered that
grandparents are too distant.

Elton could still play for
Scotland but he would still be
classified as an overseas player,
just as the Leslie brothers are.
We have to be so careful
because if we field an ineligible
player we could forfeit a game
or lose points.
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The European Shield! Now,
despite what some might
think, we are taking this
competition very seriously. i

We have quality players in the
squad and it gives a chance for
those. who have not had much
playing time to come in and prove a
point - and [ am sure they will.

It is no secret that the top priority
is for a good final position in the
Allied Dunbar Premiership - and a
place in next season's Hcineken
European Cup.

But at the end of the day, there is
a trophy to be won in the Shield. We
have a settled Premiership side and
have stuck largely to the same team
for our eight Allied Dunbar games.

Now is the chance for s i K
ow is the or some of us : From a players' perspective, we did

put a lot of balls down and we did

who have started every Premiership
game to have a welcome break -
myself included!

But I am looking forward to the
Shield campaign - it is going to be a
good tournament. [ think that with
teams like Biarritz, Bridgend and
Spain, it will be a new experience
for us.

In the case of Biarritz, Philippe
has got inside information on
French rugby, so we have a little bit
of an advantage there. I have an
insight into the Bridgend side and
Welsh rugby.

It is good to have this awareness
and [ am sure it will come in handy.
Don't let anyone tell you that the

Captain’s
Comment

Kingsley Jones

“There are some good sides in the competition and

there are more than 80 players from 17 countries who
were in the World Cup playing in the 28 Shield teams.”

Shield is "the other European :
competition". There are some good

sides in the competition and there
are more than 80 players from 17
countries who were in the World
Cup playing in the 28 Shield tcams.
But, while I understand where he is
coming from, I don't totally agree
with Graham Henry who said this
week that the European Shield is a
tougher than the
European Cup. Both will be tough
to win ... both have some good
English and French clubs.

competition

Now, to last Sunday. Wow!

It was a marvellous occasion. It
was an honour and a privilege to be
part of the game - and it will stay
with me forever.

I do, however, have to be honest.

make a lot of mistakes, but it is
possible to come off with a win yet be
disappointed with the performance,
both as a team and individually.

We must not be complacent and
we have to keep our feet firmly on
the ground. If we lose our next three
Premiership matches, it will all be in
vain - and we will be mid-table.

I feel that with your continued
support, we will meet our targets.
We need as many of you as can
make it at the Memorial Ground on
December 4 when we play Bristol.

And we are all aware that there
are a lot of you who are going to
Madrid next weekend. See you in
Spain ... Ole!

Kingsley Jones was talking to
Andrew Harley
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Byron Hayward

Signs For Gloucester

Welsh International utility :

back Byron Hayward has
finally signed for Gloucester
after much speculation.
Hayward, capped twice for
Wales, was at Kingsholm
yesterday (Sunday) to see his
new team beat Saracens 22-19.

"The atmosphere was clectric - and
this was only a league game," he said.
"The atmosphere was like a SWALEC
Cup semi-final match and I was
impressed immensely.

"It is one of the reasons that my first
choice was Gloucester - they are
passionate about their rugby here. I have
played in Wales for cight scasons and this
will be a new challenge.

"Tam also impressed by the club. There
is a good and professional set-up here at
Gloucester under Philippe Saint-André."
But he denied that former clubmate
Kingsley Jones had influenced his
decision. "The fact that Kingsley is here

i made very little difference. 1 spoke with

Philippe and he is very knowledgeable
and very professional. T had no doubts that

i Gloucester is where T want to be.

Hayward said he was looking forward
to playing his part in the revival of rugby
at Gloucester.

"I know that Philippe's target is for a
top four finish," he said. "But it would
be quite something if Gloucester could
win the Allied Dunbar Premiership
this year."

Hayward, who has signed a two year
contract, starts with the
Gloucester squad tomorrow (Tuesday).
He could be available to play for
Gloucester in today's European Shield
opener against Biarritz Olympique.

training
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rom the Cherry

hitesilast minute
Winning| performance
against Saracens

www.kingsholm-chronicle.org.uk




Farewell Katie ...

and Hello Alistair

By Alastair Downey
To say I am delighted to be covering
Gloucester would be the
understatement of the year. For as
long as | can remember | have been
standing in the Shed at Kingsholm
watching one of the biggest
domestic rugby clubs in the country
and there is no better grounding in
the sport than that.

I now have the chance to do it full-
time which will be not only a
challenge, but also a huge honour. 1
know plenty of people who would like
to swap positions with me.

1 stood in for Katic when she was
away in Australia for a month earlier
in the year and thoroughly enjoyed

the experience when Gloucester
played their Tetley's Bitter Cup semi-
final at Wasps.

I am looking forward to travelling
round the country and hopefully
Europe with Philippe Saint-André¢ and

i the team and hope to spread the news

of a good Gloucester side.

When [ was at Marling School 1
played rugby, cricket and football for
the school and 1 now play for
i Frocester Cricket Club.

It will not be easy stepping into Katic's
shoes, and [ will be looking for lots of
advice and support, which I am sure [
will get from the Shed.

: C'mon Glaws!

[
S, M, Moot

e

by Katie Coker

I will watch today's match against
Biarritz with mixed feelings. There
will be the usual excitement which is
present whenever I report from
Gloucester's games, but there will also
be sadness because this is my last
match as the rugby writer for the

Gloucester Citizen newspaper.

I am leaving to join Rugby World
magazine, so I will still be making
occasional  prolessional  trips  to
Kingsholm, but Gloucester Rugby Club
will no longer be my home from home.
It is morc than seven years since |
took up the job at the Citizen and, in
that time, T have followed Gloucester
all over England - as well as to Wales,
France and Italy.

1992 1 have
reported on all but a handful of

Since September |

Gloucester games. It has been a
rollercoaster ride as the club fought a
succession of relegation battles in the
early years, but there has been success

10 enjoy too.

I would like to take this opportunity
to say a massive thank you to
everyone al Gloucester Rugby Club
who have worked with me over the
years, Almost without exception the
players and back-room stafl have
been friendly, helpful and a joy to
work with.

I would also like to thank all the
supporters who have always had a
kind word to say to me - happily there

are quite a few of you.

I will take hundreds of happy

memories with me as 1 leave
Kingsholm and [ will be back when 1

can . . . as a Gloucester supporter.

Read The News And Air Your Views on the Official Gloucester RFC Website
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Gloucester

Leave it Late

Gloucester 22 Saracens 19 By David Musson

The Three Davids

You might recall that in our programme for the
Sale match, there was a report on the win at
Northampton by young Gloucester supporter
David Musson.

We were so impressed with the work of this
budding sports writer (aged 13) that last
weekend he was invited to sit in the Kingsholm
press box, seated between two respected rugby
writers, David Hands of The Times and David
Llewellyn of The Independent.

Both Hands and Llewellyn were also impressed

They willingly gave him a few "tips of the trade"
and answered his questions.

Musson attended the post game press conference
- and had the "courage" to ask a couple of
questions in front of the hardened writers from the
national and local papers.

The club received a delightful "thank you
letter" from Musson who proclaimed that he
definitely wants a carcer as a sports writer.
Attached to the letter were 389 words - the
Saracens match as he saw it.

at young Musson's aptitude and approach.

Saracens have never won at
Kingsholm. After what has
now been the seventeenth
meeting of these two teams at
Gloucester, that fact remains
the same. The cherry and
whites won this tie with an
84th minute penalty from fly
half, Simon Mannix.

Earlier in the second half, the score
could have
Gloucester, but Mannix's penalty

been more for
from point blank range hit the post.
After the match, Gloucester's head
coach Phillipe Saint-AndrE said he
was unhappy with the discipline
of his players, but he also said
that referces should have the use
of video ecvidence to support
their decisions.

The referee would have benefited
from the use of the video in this
game as he gave twenty-one
penalties against Gloucester. If you

were to read this you may think that

Gloucester were very ill disciplined, but
most of those decisions were down to
very strict refereeing from Mr Barnard.

The first half never really got going.
The only things separating the two
teams for most of this half were the
boots of Mannix and Lacroix. In
scoring his first of two first half
penalties, Simon Mannix chalked up
his 100th point of the 1999-2000
A late pushover try from
Saracens lock Bill Davison, which was
converted by Lacroix, gave Saracens a
rather flattering 16-9 half time lead.

Gloucester came alive in the

season.

second half and Mannix scored

an early penalty to make the

12-16.
another

score Lacroix then

scored penalty to
extend his team's lead but three
minutes  later,

equalised with a superb try

Gloucester

from winger, Tom Beim.

A pre-arranged, Saint-Andre-taught
move started at a lineout on the

Read The News And Air Your Views on the Official Gloucester RFC Website

A short
interchange of passes between
Trevor Woodman, Rob Fidler and
Kingsley Jones eventually got the
ball back
Mannix held on to the ball for just
the right amount of time before

Saracens twenty-two.

to Simon Mannix.

releasing Beim, who took it on the
burst and scored under the posts -
Mannix converted.

Gloucester kept on pressing and
were rewarded with their late
penalty.  Saint-Andre said he
would be happy with a top-four
finish  this and, if

Gloucester can repeat winning

season

performances away from 'Fortress
Kingsholm' as well as winning
their home games, this huge task
may be possible.

SCORING SEQUENCE
(Gloucester first):

3-0, 3-3, 3-6, 6-6, 6-9, 6-16, 9-16
(half time), 9-19, 19-19, 22-19,

www.kingsholm-chronicle.org.uk



SLoucester®

Today’s
Officials

Refercas

David Davies
(WRU)

Touch Judges:
Clayton Thomas

(WRU)
Tony Rowlands

(WRU)

Andy Melrose
(GRFU)
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Chris Catling Philippe Bidabe
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'~ Byron Hayward Frano Botica 72 ({
lan Sandel:; Jean-Philippe Saffore
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Neil McCarthy Pascal Berachateguy

Andy Deacon Denis Avril

Rob Fidler (capt)

Jean-Philippe Versailles
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Pete Glanville Serge Betsen (capt)
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